Palestinian department 
moves to Prime Ministry 

f c t~ * aMMAN(J.T.) — T be Palestinian Affairs Department 

S will be linked to the Prime Minister's office instead of 
the Foreign Ministry, as was the case until yesterday 
according to a Cabinet decision. The Cabinets deci- 
sion was based on the premise thar the Palestinian 
refiigees issue is a political one which is closely relat- 
ed ra the living, educational, health, water and demo- 
«JI arte-r^ : s* 3 !** * raensio ps- The Palestinian Affairs Depart- 
\: a * '< ment was established in the summer of 1988 to 

% replace tbe Ministry of Occupied Territories when 
r a jr, _ *% 1 Jordan took its decision to sever legal and administra- 

<R i : tive relations between Jordan and Palestine. 
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Albright denounces Gingrich 
for calling her Palestinian agent 

WASHINGTON lAPj — The Clinton administration 
fired back ai House Speaker Newt Gingrich on Tues- 
day for his recent comments about Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, citing as particularly outrageous 
his description of her as "an agent of the Palestinians." 
Referring to pub!i>hed reports of Mr. Gingrich's 
remarks,' Ms. Albright's spokesman James Rubin also 
criticised what seemed to be a “willingness to provoke 
the Israel government" to disagree with the Clinton 
administration. “If true," Mr. Rubin said, “those 
would be rather stunning comments that would under- 
mine the efforts we're trying ro make to advance 
American's national interest.” (see related story on 
page 12). 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Egyptian FM briefs King on 
Mubarak meetings in France 


iy Ue ^tocen ^ ByTareqAyyoub 

Special to theJonkm Tunes 

Honduran 13 J. AMMAN — His Majesty 
35 no{ jjs* Kffg Hussein an Tbesday met 
to rest i ■ with visiting Egyptian Foreign 
I ‘ ,n ktuj^ Mmister Amr Musa who 
I 'EGFrir handed him a message from 
I " 4- \ carn . J ; it: . President Hosni Mubarak, 

! a 'd". n 7 ,d ^t-J®dan News Agency. Petra. 

f ■Hi.nduST ff3- said ' 

i -hildren J^^: The message, according to 
Pwa, focused on tbe 15- 
j V;' " av e moR;' 'month-old stalled peace 

I S . nt ' r 0 *' P^cess and the efforts exerted 

! j ‘ . l y^wB^- bvAiab and European parties 
i input it back on track, 

j Y'n^MooiOj.' Mr. Musa also briefed the 
j Lhe Honduran ^'King on President Mubarak’s 
j ‘■■rUvicaJpa. saji ‘ talks earlier this week with 
■ ^ n ‘l d 5| anditij. French Presideni Jacques 



•!*;'* 3 ' Chirac and Palestinian Presi- 

fiua Junis* dent Yasser Arafat on Monday. 

oews-papj ' Me Musa, who also met 
f : "i on Sundav » lv l widi His Royal Highness 
• v decided io W-' Q° wri Pnnpe Hassan, blamed 
" •> v 'unin chitted Israel for the deadlock in the 
"'.jn. uhn k peace process adding that no 

and lo peace settlement was possible 

hud i s : mBgbt of the Israeli hardline 

ifc. who&jic P** " . J 

sisrhi b\ cue- stare erf the peace 
,rt~" r ■ . . process is known, inactive to 

^ - nm I imi ** y.««*ad. as 
tine, .fa Ti 

Da Gama 1M s»d before be met with King 

, Hussein and Crown Prince 

.'ears (ale Hassan. 

■j.-.v,-- Kf ,Mr,E The peace process’ logjam is 

V ": dre® ‘‘their mtransigenipasi- 

flaamd refusal of t te Ameri- 
. "nndajjve, the Ar^Scarf 


j- 

M 


His Majesty King Hussein receives Egyptian Foreign Minister Atnr Musa who deliv- 
ered a letter from his president, Tuesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 




T-.:.*!v.«rjunelfc. 


c omp ro mis e or 


-compromise,” ihe Egyptian 


He was referring to Israel’s 
rejection of a UiL proposal to 
withdraw from 13.1 per cent 
of he West Bank. 

‘There is always hope to 
revive the peace process- but 
in view of die current situation 
and in view of the current 
Israeli policies, we do not 
drink the peace process has a 
chance,” Me Musa said. 

‘Therefore, die situation in 
the region is fraught with 
major dangers, a maner dot 
makes it necessary for die 
Arab countries to consult with 
inaiy TOternatJonakpowers to 
sense the situation in tbe Mid- 
dle East which is a matter that 


is closely linked to internation- 
al peace and security,” be said. 

‘That is why the consulta- 
tions are in a very active state 
including, as you see. the con- 
sultations that I am conducting 
here in Jordan today," the 
Egyptian minister said. 

He said that his visit to Jor- 
dan comes one day after a 
meetings between presidents 
Araftn and Mubarak. 

Ml Musa said that tbe com- 
ing days wifl witness “many 
other activities and contacts 
among the Arab states in adefi- 
tion to international contacts 
on die same issue.” 

Mr. Musa refused to say if 


there were new steps towards 
a joint French-Egyptian pro- 
posal to hold an international 
conference on Middle East 
peace, but he noted an Arab 
summit is a possibility. 

Mr. Musa's visit to Jordan 
follows a visit by his Jordanian 
counterpart, Jawad Anani, to 
Cairo last week, where he 
handed President Mubarak a 
message from King Hussein. 

Following his talks with the 
Egyptian minister. Dr. Anani 
said that Jordan's stand on the 
proposed Arab summit will be 
decided following intensive 
consultations with Arab states. 


\. - ri .*r Voxit) til b minister said die East which is a matter thar Mr. Musa refused to say if 

: arrival in kq 

;Kr§Prince Hassan tours northern valley, calls for 


integrated development involving the young 

U.S. pledges additional $7m to UNRWA 


■ S'i<U A l 

.\j ’n India ml**' • . ' * i 

T.S integrated 

t/w3- pled 

• - _iTT? ' 1114 Itl I?® - ' 

. . ., s | j!;r ' [Ik H®:*; AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Higtas Crown Prince Ifa^- 
\T.\~ hi< te san on Tuesday toured the 
fljdut s northern Jordan Wky where 
- jier J* l#: ^ n»ugiirattd a comprehao- 

- •!>'. i judo coa^xxmd for refugees 

r /~ bri i' visited an electronic ctm- 

trol centre for the King Abdul- 
■■ — lah Canal 

< •■jH-ioheriia^ n At the town of Wbqqas, 
(_7alii. r n ^ Prince Hassan inaugurated tbe 

from airline • United Nations Rdkf and 

- vriNf- Waks A & ac y 

- «i-' . 1 t oon^pamd, wlridi_was buih 

r teou^i a $4-50^000 contribur 

7 'tif. fienfiom the U.S. government 
..‘.i-l'l** rf- ® a pSot of land donated by 


GaUasherfli 

from airline 


KONG 



fientiom the U.S. government 
on a plot of land donated by 


, rf' IeUHJ UUI 

. .. -jv.irf , v .' %qqas mumcipaGty. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan is greeted with 
flowers during his tour of the northern valley, Tuesday 
(Photo by Boghos) 

would make an additional S7 port for activities covered 
mflhon contribution to the under UNRWA’s 1998 regular 
UNRWA brin ging U.S. sup- programme budget to a record 


S77 milliocL confirming the 
United Stares as the largest sin- 
gle cash donor to the agency. 
UNRWA provides education- 
al, health and relief and social 
services to more than 3.4 mil- 
lion Palestinian refugees living 
in the Gaza Strip, the West 
Bank. Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon. Representatives 
from over 20 countries, includ- 
ing Marguerite Rivera Houze. 
deputy assistant secretary from 
the U.S. Department of State's 
Bureau for Population, 
Refugees and Migration, are 
Offiently in Amman to partici- 
pate in the annual meeting of 
UNRWA dooers and host gov- 
ernments, which will take 
place on Thursday. 

The Waqqas compound, 
UNRWA's first facility of its 


'''Sju.’KjrS- His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan ispeeted with which win nkc 

' r:r P m m hfc*-" SSJ 880, J**** 5 ^ flowers during his tour of the northern valley, Tuesday Thursday 

. . in T. v “laoguranon, also attended by tw Rrwrhnc) pucc oo inuouay. 

- HU**.- UNRWA Commissioner Gei> CPhoto ^ B ° gh ° s) f ... _ , 

: , V; ,, 0^ cal Peter Hansen, the mayor would make an additional S7 port for activities covered UNRWA s first fccility of ra 

■ -j n^r ,; * >lia ^ : -- rf-Waqqas and other digni- milli on contribution to the under UNRWA s 1998 regular . 

-■ A Ones, announced that the U.S. UNRWA bringing U.S. sup- programme budget to a record (CwiUnued on page 3) 
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- Palestinians tear down tin huts set up by settlers 
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(Continued on page 3) 
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: : \ ' au Palestinian legis- 

on Tuesday 
club-wielding 

' • v Jn !fl , " lsc ®li police with their fists 

->r dating a protest over tin 

%i T. i 1 *acks erected by Jewish 
• sealers in the Muslim quar- 
^ of Jerusalem's Old City. 
f° r Other Palestinian protest- 

' . ®s.tore down one of seven 


p* a ? r ^ ^ set up overnight by 
„ r .ii\-G settlers. 

. Ahoiit20 Palestinian leg- 
wearing ties, were 
= ■ ' 1 “‘ j &; Wed and shoved. A cabi- 

- Sj isler and the top 
: .’I; ^ ..jfe^'Westinian ■ official in 

;''>■! P^;^->-gasaIem were bleeding 
1 1 US' ‘ ^PJB-ann wounds after the 

" ::J vi v® -^J i- Theclash was the latest in 

• of confrontations 

•' the- settlers’ 

^ of property in the 
: .-irli^ Quarter in east 

! ^ 

."Wjped in . 1967 Mideast 

r.j. T’^. n jdf •. - - 


war. 

Ahmad Qoureia, speaker 
of the elected Palestinian 
Legislative Council, was 
tightly ringed by body- 
guards throughout the clash 
and warned over a bull hom 
that the protests might 
spread if Israel continued 
provocative actions. 

"The Israeli government 
and the United States 
should know that the Pales- 
tinian people's patience is 
running out,” said Mr. 
Qoureia who was die chief 
negotiator of the Oslo 

peace accords with Israel. 

"We won’t accept a peace 
dial comes at the expense 
of our land and our rights. 
Such an agreement can go 
to hell.” ■ In a counter 
charge, a senior adviser to 
Israeli Prime Minister 

. Benyamin Netanyahu said 
the Palestinian officials 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat warns of new violence 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat on 
Tuesday warned against a 
new outbreak of violence in 
the occupied territories over 
Israeli intransigence in the 
peace process and appealed 
for an urgent Arab summit. 

T^lestine risks becoming 
d» theatre far an explosion of 
violence,” Me Arafai told a 
special ceremony at the 
Cairo-based Arab League 
dedicated to Palestine. 

The . ceremony entitled 
•The 50-year-rape of Pales- 
tine” was attended by all the 
ambassadors accredited in 
Egypt, except for the Israeli 
ambassador who was not 
invited to the gathering and 
his U.S. counterpart who sent 
a deputy. 

Tn die current situation, die 
whole world must understand 
that all the options are open 


for the Palestinian people 
who have been struggling 
with determination for their 
homeland for the past centu- 
ry,” Me, Arafai said. 

“This meeting is a message 
to the entire world that tbe 
Palestinian cause remains the 
supreme cause of the Arabs 
and tough luck for those w ho 
don’t like this,” Mr. Arafai 
said. 

He also issued a new and 
passionate appeal for the con- 
vening of an urgent Arab 
summit. 

“From this podium in the 
house of the Arabs, i call 
again for the holding of an 
urgent Arab summit." Mr. 
Arafat said. 

“A summit has become a 
national necessity to protect 
the rights and die imeresis of 
our Arab Nation,” Mr. Arafai 
said. 


Anani denies 
King cut off 
contacts with 
Netanvahu 

" j 

AMMAN i J.T) — The j 
government denied a report i 
carried by the Israeli media j 
quoting Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Min- 
ister Jawad Anani as saving 
that His Majesty King Hus- j 
sein has cut off contacts 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Ben} amin Netanyahu. 

Deputy Pnme’ Minister 
and Minister of Informa- j 
lion Abdullah Ensour told j 
journalists after a Cabinet [ 
meeting that “Dr. Anani j 
had noted that despite the j 
i intransigence of the present t 
Israeli government and 
Netanyahu’s rejection to 
pursue the peace process. 
•*e do not wish to reach the 
stage of cutting contacts 
between the two sides.” 

Tne Jerusalem Post 
newspaper quoted Dr. 
Anani as telling Israel 
Radio's English services 
that “the King and 
Netan>ahu are not only 
[on] a non-talking basis, 
but the King right" now is 
not happy... he's not happy 
at all ” 

According to the Post. 
Dr. Anani said that “the 
Monarch has been particu- 
larly frustrated since the 
two-hour meeting he had 
with Netanyahu in Eilat 
last month.” 

“Instead of telling the 
King that Israel is willing 
to accept the U.S. proposal 
of a 13 per cent further 
redeployment, we were 
asked to accept and under- 
stand the Israeli position. 
That would not [have 
required] a meeting, a 
.small letter would have 
sufficed,” Dr. Anani was 

(Continued on page 3) 

EU blasts 
Netanyahu, 
says dialogue 
‘non-existent’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Europe-Lsrael relations ran 
into new turmoil Tuesday 
after a senior i European 
Union (EU ) official accused 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu of causing 
“tremendous damage" with 
his hardline policies. 

In the harshest public 
assault yet on Mr. 
Netanyahu by an EU offi- 
cial. European Commission 
Vice President Manuel 
Marin told the Haaretz 
newspaper that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s handling of 
the peace process was 
undermining all attempts at 
Euro-Mediterranean coop- 
eration. 

Two years after Mr. 
Netanyahu’s nationalist 
government came to power, 
“political dialogue with 
Israel, de facro. is non-exis- 
tent," Mr. Marin said in the 
interview. 

Israel immediately 

denounced what it called 
“unjustified criticism" ar a 
time when tensions with 
Europe are already running 
high due to the prolonged 
deadlock in the peace 
process and EU threats to 
withdraw free trade status 
from products made in Jew- 
ish settlements. 

Mr. Marin, a Spanish 
diplomat who is in charge 
of relations between the 15- 
nation EU and Mediter- 
ranean states, told Haaretz 
that there was an “absolute 
and final lack of confi- 
dence” between Mr. 
Netanyahu's government 
and the Arabs. 

He said the result had 

(Continued on page 3) 


Kuwait strikes ‘pro-Iraq country’ 
out of its diplomatic dictionary 


KUWAIT CITY i .AFP) — Kuwait will 
.Yrtger discriminate against .Arab 
ccumries which supported 'Iraq during 
the 1*90-9! Gulf crisis. Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al .Ahmed Al Sabah said 

“The expression ‘pro-Iraqi country’ is 
hereby struck from the dictionary of 
Kuwatu diplomacy." Sheikh Sabah told 
reocr.ers following a weekJv meetir.s of 


the Kuwaiti parliament. j 

"I am happy about the elimination of 
this phrase because we need to close ‘ 
.Arab ranks.” he said. 

Kuw ait began normalising relations 
nearly a year ago with countries it had 
accused of supporting Baghdad during 
Iraq’s invasion of the oil-rich emirate in 
1990. The countries accused of backing I 
Iraq included Jordan. Sudan and Yemen” 


Conferring Kawkab Medal upon PSD 

King hails security services 
for solving ‘dastard crimes’ 


AMMAN -Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday praised the secu- 
rity services for solving 
ihe recent crimes commit- 
ted Amman, say mg thjt 
the ration takes pride in 
their achievements. 

In a message addressed 
to the Director of the Pub- 
lic Security Depanmem 
(PSD - Nasouh Muhieddin, 
following die announce- 
ment of the capture of the 
suspects in the murder of 11 
people in January and 
April. King Hussein said: 
“! send you and your col- 
leagues my greetings and 
express pride in your 
achievements, w ishing you 


continuous success.’ 

"I have followed with 
extreme confidence and 
reassurance your relentless 
and sincere efforts to solve 
the dastard crimes which 
are alien to our society and 
our traditions and norms 
and which caused the loss 
of innocent people’s lives." 
said King Hussein in the 
message. 

Expressing total confi- 
dence in the PSD. King 
Hussein said: “You have 
always enjoyed my confi- 
dence and that of the Jor- 
danian society who appre- 
ciate your distinguished 
performance and~ your 
efforts with the help of the 


Special Forces led by HRH 
Prince Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein to carry out your 
duty and serve your 
nation.” 

King Husseik^ded that 
“I would like t [Stress to 
every member ’of your 
force and the Special 
Forces my deep gratitude 
and pride in their heroic 
act and your courage and 
your efficiency, and 1 am 
pleased to confer upon the 
PSD the Jordanian Al 
Kaw kab Medal of the First 
Order in appreciation of 
your efforts to ensure the 
country's security and in 
recognition of your sacri- 
fices for die nation.” 


Rapist father to be tried ‘soon’ 


By Rana Husseini 

J order. Times Sic# Reporter 

AMMAN — A 45-year-old 
father wili be tried by Lhe 
Criminal Court soon on 
charges of raping and 
sodomising his four daugh- 
ters. ar. official source said on 
Tuesday. 

Tbe TaLher had confessed to 
die criminal prosecutor in 
Russeifa. where the suspect 
lives, o: "sexually assaulting 
his four daughters, including 
one uwi go: pregnant and just 
delivered a son.” he told the 
Jordan Tunes. He said the 
father used to threaten his 
daugtuers aged 20 and below 
to force mem to encase “in 


sexual activity.” 

The four refused at first, 
bit later, they succumbed io 
his demands and one of them 
became pregnant,” the official 
said. 

“Medical examinations 
revealed that the three other 
girls were sodomised and the 
four informed authorities that 
their father was the perpetra- 
tor." 

The scandal was uncovered 
when his eldest daughter 
went to ihe hospital last week 
to deliver the boy and report- 
ed a fake name for its father 
"to cover up for her own 
father,” the source said 
"The hospital administra- 
tion asked the girl to submit 


her husband’s family book, 
tut she was unable to do so 
and told them that the real 
father was her own father” 
the source said 

He said the wife of the sus- 
pect remained in police cus- 
tody for questioning, 
"because she knew about the 
sexual assaults but failed to 
report to the authorities." 

“She was also threatened by 
the father and that is probably 
why she did not report the 
incidents,” said another 
source. 

The four girls were referred 
to lhe Zarqa Female Care and 
Rehabilitation Centre, while 
the baby was delivered to an 
orphanage. 


Court sentences Egyptian sisters to death 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordon Times Staff Reporter 

-AMMAN — Two Egyptian 
sisters were sentenced to 
death on Tuesday after the 
Criminal Court found them 
guilty of robbing and mur- 
dering a 73-year-old 
woman tn Shmeisani last 
year. 

Rasha Ibrahim. 19. wept 
and screamed before the 
judge read out die verdict, 
telling her sister Abeer, 24: 
“God forgive you. you got 
me involved in this mur- 


der.*’ 

She fainted when Judge 
Jihad Khasawneh declared 
the dealh sentence, while 
Abeer. a mother of three, 
stood motionless. 

The court tribunal, also 
comprising of judges 
Yassin Abdullat and Ahmad 
Khatib, convicted both of 
the July 8,1997 theft and 
premeditated murder of 
Fakhrieh Ishaq Kurdi. 

According to court docu- 
ments. Abeer. who worked 
as a domestic helper for the 
late Kurdi. plotted to steal 


her money and jewellery 
and bought sleeping pills to 
drug her. 

“Abeer first tried the 
sleeping pills on her sister 
Rasha. but they did not 
work, so they plotted to kill 
the w'oman,” the court said. 

On the morning of the 
incident, the sisters bought 
chemical mace and headed 
to the employer’s house 
who lived on her own in an 
aparanem, the court said. 
“They sprayed mace on her 

(Continued on page 3) 


finishing aside ban of entry, Ensour: 
Sheikh Yassin enjoys Jordan’s respect 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — The govern- 
ment or Tuesday brushed 
aside suggestions that it had 
refused entry to the spiritual 
leader of Hamas. Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, just mouths 
after winning his release 
from an Israeli jail. 

“We were only informed 
about Sheikh Yassin's wish 
to visit Jordan 24 hours 
before he was due to arrive 
here.” Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Information Minister 
Abdullah Ensour told 
reporters. 

“His Majesty King Hussein 
exerted all possible effort to 
win (Sheikh Yassin’s) release 


from the Israeli jail by capi- 
talising on the attempt to 
assassinat/Hamas poljtburo 
member) Khaled Misha’!, 


and Sheikh Yassin has earned 
the respect and 

(Continued on page 7) 


The Mayor, Municipal Council 

And The People Of Waqqas 

Express Their Deep GratitudeTo 

The People And Government Of 

The United States Of America 

For The Generous Donation 

Which Made Possible The Construction Of The UNRWA 
Compound Sendees Centre 
In Waqqas, Which Was Inaugurated On May 26, 1998. 
Many Thanks Also To 
The Outstanding Cooperation Given By 
The Ambassador Wesley Egan And The Staff 
Of The United States Embassy In Amman. 
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Bomb blast hits Algerian 
market, at least seven dead 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Seven 
people were killed and eight 
others wounded Tuesday 
when a bomb went off in a 
fruit and vegetable market in 
a town southwest of Algiers, 
Algerian security officials 
said. 

They said the home-made 
explosive device went off in 
the market in Khemis Mil- 
iar a. about 100 kilometres 
southwest of the capital. 

It was the second such blast 
in less than a week. 

At least 18 people were 


killed and 61 others injured 
last Friday when a bomb 
ripped through a busy mar- 
ketplace in the A1 Harxach 
suburb of the Algerian capi- 
tal. state radio said. 

A recent upsurge in vio- 
lence in the area has been 
blamed by the authorities on 
members of the Armed 
Islamic Group (GLA). the 
most radical of Islamic 
groups fighting the govern- 
ment of Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual. 

Observers said Tuesday's 


attack appeared to mark a 
return by die GIA to attacks 
on civilian targets which 
have been on the increase this 
month. 

On May 5. armed men 
attacked a livestock market in 
Khemis Miliana, hanging 
one young man from a near- 
by tree, local media reported 
at the time. 

In the last 15 days, armed 
groups have attacked on a 
cinema, a train, a railway sta- 
tion and another market in 
areas around Algiers. 
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U.S. envoy reiterates opposition 
to Cypriot missile deployment 


NICOSIA ( AFP) — Washing- 
ton remains opposed to 
deployment by the Cyprus 
government of advanced 
ground-to-air missiles it 
ordered from Russia last year, 
a U.S. envoy said after talks 
here Tuesday. 

“We think it’s a bad idea for 
them to come here.” the U.S. 
Stare [Apartment's special 
coordinator for the divided 
island. Thomas Miller, said 
after a 90-minute meeting with 
Cyprus President Glafcos 
Derides. 

“We’re not challenging 
Cyprus's right to make deci- 
sions. we’re just saying that 


their delivery is not helpful,” 
the U.S. envoy said 

Ankara has threatened to 
take drastic action if Nicosia 
goes ahead with plans to 
deploy the Russian S-300 mis- 
siles in the south of the island 
later this year. 

Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denkmsh. who is due to meet 
Mr. Miller laier. said on Mon- 
day that he would accept no 
“bargaining" in his opposition 
to the planned deployment. 

“The Greek Cypriots have 
embarked on a pure adven- 
turer's madness to want to 
deploy these weapons.” he 
told Turkey's Anatolia news 


agency. 

~Tbe Cypriot government 
and Moscow say the missiles 
are purely defensive but 
Ankara has said they threaten 
the Turkish-held north of the 
island and the Turkish main- 
land 

Mr. Miller said his return to 
the island fora fresh round of 
talks with Cypriot leaders, his 
second in a month, was a sign 
of Washington’s continued 
commitment to find a solution 
ro the Cyprus problem. 

“Our efforts will continue, as 
I think my presence here 
makes abundantly dear.” he 
said 


British nurses give go-ahead 
for release of ‘blood money’ 


LONDON ( AFP) — Two 
British nurses convicted of 
murdering an Australian col- 
league in Saudi Arabia on 
Tuesday gave the go-ahead for 
$1.2 million “blood money” to 
be released to the brother of the 
victim, their British lawyer 
said 

Deborah Patty and Lucille 
McLauchlan instructed their 
lawyers to release the money, 
held in trust in an Australian 
bank, to Yvonne Gilford's 
brother Frank Gilford as soon 
as possible. 

The release ends days of crit- 
icism from the Gilford family 
that the money had not been 


paid despite the nurses' early 
release alter just 17 months in 
prison. 

And it comes despite a sraie- 
ment by the Riyadh lawyer for 
the two nurses, Salah AJ 
HejaiJan, that the pair would 
not pay out (he money as that 
would amount to a confession 
ofguik. 

The money was agreed 
under the Islamic law of Saudi 
Arabia, that Mr. Gilford signed 
in September to waive his right 
to demand a death sentence for 
the killers of his sister. 

Parry’s British lawyer Roger 
Pannone said: “Miss Parry has 
given instructions that the 


money should be released.” 

He said the instruction had to 
be sent to the trustee in charge 
of the bank account where foe 
money is and should be with 
Mr. Gilford within a few days. 

He added: “I understand that 
Lucille McLauchlan has 
issued similar instructions-'' * 
And Michael Burnett, the 
Australian lawyer acting for 
the nurses, confirmed Mr. Gil- 
fond should receive the money 
“in the next day or two." 

The two women arrived 
back in Britain last week after 
Saudi King Fahd commuted 
their sentences to the time 
served. 


Remand extended for Arab Israeli 
officials accused of helping Hamas 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
l AFP) — The Jerusalem dis- 
trict court extended by eight 
days Tuesday the remand of 
an Arab Israeli deputy mayor 
accused of helping raise 
funds for the radical Palestin- 
ian Islamic group. Hamas, 
officials said. 

Suleiman Eghbariah. 
deputy mayor of Urn A1 
Fahm. an Arab Israeli town 
northeast of Tel Aviv, was 
arrested alone with four busi- 


nessmen from east Jerusalem 
for allegedly funnelling 
money raised abroad to the 
families of Hamas militants 
jailed by Israel. 

One of the other suspects 
was released on bail Monday 
after the court ruled there 
was insufficient evidence 
linking him to the affair. 

The" court on Monday 
ordered two other suspects 
held an additional week and 
it was due to rule on the case 


of the fifth man later Tues- 
day. 

The suspects were accused 
of channelling money from 
“hostile elements” abroad 
via an Islamist finance com- 
pany. Beit Al Mai. which 
operates in the West Bank 
city of Ramaliah. east 
Jerusalem and Um Al Fahm. 

Israeli authorities have out- 
lawed Beit Al Mai and frozen 
the company's assets in east 
Jerusalem. 



SUDANESE OIL REFINERY: Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir on Tuesday 
unveils the cornerstone for a new oil refinery in Khartoum. China will provide the 
main funding for the project ( AFP photo) 

Netanyahu gets Chinese pledge to 
keep nuclear know-how from Iran 


BEIJING (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu obtained a renewed 
pledge from Chinese leaders 
Tuesday to withhold their 
nuclear and ballistic missile 
technology from Iran. Israeli 
sources here said. 

The Chinese side also vowed 
to refrain from selling nuclear 
technology to other countries 
that were likely 10 pass it on to 
Iran. 

‘The Chinese side said they 
are not selling, and will not sell 
in the future, not only nuclear 
weapons but also nuclear tech- 
nology to Iran or other countries 
that would then transfer it to 
Tehran.” the Israeli source told 
AFP. 

Chinese leaders also said 
“they woa't sell any non -con- 
ventional weapons, or chemical 
weapons, or missiles to Iran.” 
the source said. Mr. Netanyahu 
met Tuesday with Chinese Pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin. Premier Zhu 
Rongji and Vice Premier Qian 
Qicben, on the second of his 
four days in China. 

It is his first visit here since 
taking office, and the second 
visit ever to China by an Israeli 
prime minister. 

Premier Zhu told Mr. 
Netanyahu that China was 
“absolutely committed” to stick- 
ing to its pledge. 

The promise renews an under- 
taking given to Me Netanyahu 
during a brief stopover last year 
by then Deputy Prime Minister 
LiLanqing. 

The Chinese also told Mr. 
Netanyahu they would like to 
strengthen cooperation with 
Israel in the fields of economics 


Netanyahu says Israel needs 
money to carry out redeployment 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu on Tues- 
day linked an Israeli troop pullback in the West Bank to more for- 
eign aid. 

Mr. Netanyahu reportedly is seeking $1 billion from the United 
States for the redeployment, in addition to the $3 billion Washing- 
ton gives Israel every year in military and economic aid. 

“Israel does not have the necessary assets to carry out a signifi- 
cant redeployment of die type we are talking about without foreign 
aid to pave bypass roads [for Jewish settlers] and for other security 
Issues.” Mr. Netanyahu told Israel army radio. 

The United Stales is seeking Israeli approval for a 13 per cent 
pullback, but Mr. Netanyahu has resisted, saying such a withdraw- 
al would endanger Israel's security. 

Israeli mapmakers have estimated that such a pullback would iso- 
late 1$ Jewish settlements in the West Bank, aiming them into 
islands in Palestinian-controlled areas. 


and technology. 

Israel and its allies in the U.S. 
Congress accuse Iran of seeking 
to acquire military technology 
which threatens Israel. 

During the talks. China's pres- 
ident and premier both urged 
Mt Netanyahu to speedily 
resume stalled Middle East 
peace talks. 

T hope the Israeli leaders will 
be far-sighted, as the reestablish- 
ment of stability and peace in 
the region answers the common 
aspirations of all countries in the 
world and is in the interests of all 
countries in the region, includ- 
ing Israel,'' Mr. Jiang was quot- 
ed by state television as saying. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Zhu Bangzao said the Chinese 
side maintained that the princi- 
ple of land-for-peace should be 
the basis for any Middle East 
peace talks. 

“AD sides concerned should 
implement the resolutions and 


the standards rearhed," the for- 
eign ministry spokesman said at 
a press briefing. 

Mr. Zhu also asked Israel to 
swiftly implement the UN. res- 
olution railing on it to withdraw 
its forces from southern 
Lebanon. 

He aiso told MnNetanyahu 
that China would llke to ; see 
Israel resume talks with Syria 
and Lebanon in an effort to 
achieve a more comprehensive 
peace agreemenL 

"We are deeply concerned 
with the stalemate in the Middle 
East peace talks." the Chinese 
premier was quoted by the for- 
eign ministry as say ing . 

“We believe the prolonged 
stalemate in (he Middle East 
peace talks is doc in the interest 
of the two sides of Arab arel 
Israeli, -and it wifi have adverse 
effects on regional peace and 
stability." 


Israeli warplane raids south Lebanon 


TYRE (AFP) — An Israeli 
warplane struck locations in 
southern Lebanon on Tues- 
day following a deadly 
attack by Hizbollah. police 
said. 

A fighter-bomber fired air- 
to-ground missiles on valleys 
near the village of Yaler, east 


of this southern port city, 
police said. There were no 
immediate reports of casual- 
ties. 

The raid came hours after a 
militiaman from the Israeli- 
allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) was killed in a 
Hizbollah attack on an SLA 


position in the Israeli-occu- 
pied “security zone” in 
southern Lebanon. 

A 40-year-old woman and 
a 32-year-old fanner were 
wounded in a reprisal mortar 
barrage against nearby vil- 
lages by Israeli troops fol- 
lowing the death of the SLA 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Saudi 
Foreign Minister Saud Al 
Faisal arrived here Tuesday for 
a two-day visit to discuss 
boosting relations between die 
two framer rivals, officials 
said. 

Prince Saud is to deliver 
messages from King Fahd and 
Crown Prince AbdaUuh Ben 
Abdul Aziz to President 
Mohammad Khatami and hold 
talks with Iranian officials. 

Saudi officials told reporters 

at the airport that the two coun- 
tries woe to sign a memoran- 
dum of understanding on 
Tuesday. 

The Saudi diplomat has said 
his visit was taking place “as 
part of continuous contacts 
between Tehran and Riyadh 
and to discuss all issues of 
mutual interest" 

“Relations between the two 
countries have nothing 2 d do 
with a third country,’' said the 
prince, who is expected to bold 
talks with Ml Khatami, foe 
head of the Expediency Coun- 
cil, Akbar Hasbemi Rafsan- 
jam, parliamentary speaker Ali 


Akbar Nateq Noun and For- 
eign Minister Kama] KharazL 

Relations between Tehran 
and Riyadh were strained for 
nearly two decades after Iran’s 
1979 Islamic revolution, but 
have improved considerably in 
the past year. 

Saudi Religious Affairs Min- 
ister Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Mohsen Al Turld has been 
here since Friday fora ministe- 
rial meeting of the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
(OIO. 

On Saturday. Iran hailed 
Saudi Arabia's announcement 
ruling ora any foreign partici- 
pation in the 1996 bombing of 
a US. airbase in foe kingdom 
thatldfled 19 U.S. airmen, fol- 
lowing reports implicating 
Tehran. 

The improvement in ties 
between Saudi Arabia, a close 
US. ally, and its non-Arab 
neighbour was accelerated by 
foe 1997 election victory of 
Mr. Khatami, a moderate cler- 
ic who has called for better 
relations wnh the Gulf Arab 
states. 


Iraqi delegation to Iran 
to discuss improving ties 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — An 
Iraqi delegation travelled to 
Iran Tuesday for meetings with 
I ranian leaders on improving 
relations between the two 
countries, an Iraqi official said. 

The Iraqi delegation, led by 
secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs Saad Abdul Majid Al 
Faisal is to discuss a wide 
range of questions concerning 
rapprochement between 
Tehran and Baghdad, die offi- 
cial said. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz said this month in 
Paris that Traqi -I ranian rela- 
tions “were slowly and gradu- 
ally improving.” 

He noted that they have 
recently exchanged thousands 
of prisoners from their 1980-88 
war and that I ranian p ilgri ms 


had been allowed to visit Shiite 
Muslim holy sites in Iraq. 

The Iraqi newspaper Al 
Shabab said late last mon* that 
Baghdad was “disposed 
toward renewing its accep- 
tance of the 1975 Algiers 
accord” fixing the Iraqi-Irarrian 
braider, an condition foal 
Tehran give upclaims for dam- 
ages tied to the wan 

On the eve of foe eight-year 
long war; Baghdad declared 
foe Algiers accord “null and 
void." 

Apart from the prisoner of 
war issue, relations between 
Iraq and Iran are complicated 
by foe fate of dozens of Iraqi 
civil and nrihtary airplanes 
flown to Iran as a safe haven 
during the 1991 Gulf wan 
Tehran has yet to return them. 


American voters agree with 
Hillary Clinton on independent 
Palestinian state — poll 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Though foe 
White House immediately dis- 
tanced itself from Hillary Rod- 
ham Clinton's recent statement 
suggesting that an independent 
Palestinian state would best 
serve foe interests of Middle 
East peace, it may want to 
reconsider its position, a state- 
ment fromZogjby International 
e-mailed to foe Jordan Tunes 
said. 

A new poll by Zogby 
International shows that U.S. 
voters are with the first lady by 
a margin of 41 per cent to 24 
percent 

Another Zogby poll taken 
amoqg New Yodc state voters 
has supporters of the first lady's 
statement outnumbering oppo- 
nents 40 per cent to 31 percent 

The Zogby American poll of 
969 likely voters was taken 
May 17-19 and has a margin of 


sampling error of 4/-3 3 per 
cent The Zogby New York poll 
of 706 likely voters, conducted 
from May 14-16, has a margin 
of error of -+/-3.S per cent 

Nationwide, supporters of the 
Palestinian state lead in all 
regions, amraig Democrats and 
independents, all age groups, 
all races, and Catholics and 
Protestants (including “Bran 
Again" Christians). Only 
Republicans and the small 
sample of Jews oppose the 
idea. 

In New Yak, where support 
is broad, strongest support 
comes from New York City’s 
suburbs. Democrats and inde- 
pendents, African- Americans 
and Hispanics, Catholics, men 
and women. New York Jews 
oppose Palestinian statehood 
61 per cent to 21 percent 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Mr. Bogus Show 

15:30 . — Castle or Adventure 

16:00 The Album Show 

17:00 Ushuaia 

18:00 Medical Programme (on 
snoring) 

18:30 ...Drama — Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Buddies 

20:00 Doc. — Envoye Special 

20:30 Doc. — Glass lungle 

21:00 Varieties 

21:15 KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-series — Gulliver 
Travels 

23:50 Roland Garros 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:56 Fajr 

05:28 (Sunrise)Duha 

12:33 Dhuhr 

16:13 ‘Asr 

19:38 Maghreb 

21:09 .Tsha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 



Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College m 5661757 
Church of foe Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
ToL 4624757 

The English- Language 

Catholic Parish TfeL 46 14 1 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77526 1 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 


Department of Meteorology 
Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temper- 
atures higher than average by 
five degrees centigrade, clouds 
appearing at different altitudes 
and winds southeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, it will be 
warm, winds northerly moder- 
ate to active, and seas calm. 

Amman 18/35 

Aqaba 22/38 

Deserts 15/37 

Jordan Valley 20/39 

Yesterday's high temperanires: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 36 
Humidity readings: Amman 
1 6 per cent. Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Yousef Naser 751144 

Dr. IssamAsmar — 890504 

Dr. FakhriTayeb .4915880 

Dr. Nidal As'ad 751672 

Firas pharmacy 566 1912 

Al Aserna pharmacy 4637055 

Al Sal am pharmacy 4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 


Nairoukh pharmacy — 4623672 

Najib pharmacy .5347632 

IRBID: 

Dr. MazenAbu Bakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy 1 — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shabifl 995170 

Khatifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue - .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency — 199 
Rescue Mice 192,4621 1 1 1,4637777 

fire Brigade. — .4617101 

Blood Bank...- 775121 

Highway Police —5343402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept... -4630321 

Hotel Complaints- 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661176 

VMxo'&Sevwr^GxTpbiris £97467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information J directo- 
ry assistance) - 121 

Overseas Calls ... ....010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs -5661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority - 5680100 


J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Information. -.44- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport ...44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The An* Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgoy 5921199 

The Islamic, Abcffi 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzmita .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity......' 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ...5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 5669131 

University Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali -5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AI-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital ^674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09j900560 

Um Sina Hospital .....(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
U 09)99099 


IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

— — (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at foe 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(53250).. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:30 — Damascus (RJ) 

09 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Lamaca(RJ) 

09:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RTl 
15:55 _New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:40 .. London. Brussels (RJ) 


19:20 ....Madrid. Geneva (RJ; 

19:35 — Paris, Rome (RJ) 

00:15 — Beirut (RT> 

01:00 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

11:00 ..Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

11:30 Kuwait (KU) 

12:30 Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 .. .Tunis (TU) 

14:10 Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna ( OS) 

16:30 .Algiers (AH) 

18:35 Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 

19:05 Frankfort (LH) 

21:10 -Beirut (ME) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

23:20 Amsterdam (XL) 

23:45 ....Athens, Beirut (OA) 
00:15 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Amman (QAIA) 

(Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at 

Marita Airport! (RW) 

19:20 Te! Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 
23:50 Amman tMarka Air- 
port! {RW 

departures 

06:30 LamacafRJ) 

08 JO Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
12:00 .. ..Rome, London (RJ) 
12:45 — Istanbul (RJ) 


20:10 Colombo tRT) 

20:35 Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

2J:10 .Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

21:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:20 Bombay (RJ) 

21:25 ... Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 
22:15 — Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 
02:00 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:35 Lamaca ( CY ) 

07:30 .Paris (AFj 

08:45 .Beirut (ME) 

09:20 Loudon (BA) 

11:30 . — .Cairo (MS) 

11:30 .Ta’iz, Sanaa (IY) 

12:45 Kuwait (KU) 

14:00 Jeddah (SV) 

15:00 Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

15:10 .Tunis (TU) 

15 JO Vienna (OS) 

1 7:2 G Sbaijah (AH) 

20:30 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 
00:40 Damascus, Amsterdam (KL) 
04:00 ...Beirut, Athens (OA) 

Royal W2ng$ (RW) 

Aqaba (from 

Marka Airport (RW) 

Aqaba (from Marka 

(Airport.) (RW) 

17i30 Tel Aviv (from 

Marka Airport) (RW) 

22:50 _ -Aqaba (from 

QAIA) (RW) 


1 • .i -■•* (i . -svii ■■ - — . v*- u* ■ • 



Home News 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, May 27,. 1998V 



NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Princess Aisha attends 
graduaion ceremony 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Aisha Bint A] Hus- 
sein Tuesday attended a 
graduation ceremony held at 
A1 Quds Secondary girts 
school for audents who 
completed an army training 
course. The Princess pre- 
sented certificates to the 
graduates and certificates of 
appreciation to those 
excelling in the training 
courses. 

Princess Afia opens 
stamp exhibition today 

AMMAN (Petra) — To 
mark Jordan’s 32nd 
anniversary of indepen- 
dence, HRH Princess Alia 
Bint A1 Hussein today will 
open a three-day documen- 
tary stamp exhibition organ- 
ised by the Ministry Trans- 
port and Telecommunica- 
tions. Minister of Transport 
and Telecommunications 
Sammi Gammo said the 
ministry will issue a new 
collection of stamps in three 
denominations under the 
theme: “The 75th anniver- 
sary of the Transjordan Emi- 


Pakistani Air War College 
delegation arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
acting chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Major Gen- 
eral Tahseen Shurdum, 
Tuesday received a delega- 
tion representing the Pak- 
istani Air War College, 
headed by Maj. Gen. Saitm 
Inshad, and briefed them on 
the strategic importance of 
the region and the role of the 
Jordan Armed Forces in 
maintaining security and 
stability at the regional and 
international levels. 

Higher temperatures 
forecast 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
weather will remain rela- 
tively hot today with tem- 
peratures rising 4-5 degrees 
Celsius above the normal' 
seasonal average, the Mete- 
oology Department said. 
The department attributed 
the rise in temperature to a 
hot air mass coming from 
the Arabian peninsula via 
the Red Sea. 


what’s 
going on 


FILMS 

* Spanish film “BodasdeSan- 
gre" at Institute Cervantes. Jaba) 
Amman on Thursday, May 28. at 
5:00 p-m. 

* Children's film Touchdown 
on Button Moon" at the British 
Council. JaboJ Amman at 6:00 
pm 

* “Stanley and Iris" at the 
.American Center. Ahdoun on 
Thursday. May 28, at 5:00 p.m. 

* The Round World of 
Bolero" (about Columbian artist 
Fernando Bolero) at Darat Ai 
Funun. Jabal WtiWeh on Thurs- 
day. May 28, a 6:00 p.m. 

JORDANIAN NATIONAL 
SONG FESTIVAL 

* Performances by the Jordan 
Armed Forces and Jordan 
Broadcasting Corporation bands, 
tsma'il Khader. Salwa AI 'Ass. 
Mohammad Wahib. Found 
HijazL and Faisal Hilmi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 

ART EXHIBITION 

* Exhibition of pervjnal oil 
paintings of artist Mohammad AI 
Hadidi (ai his residence). Dahiy- 
ai AI Rashid, near Dawahi Hotel 
(Td. 5154567). 

LECTURE 

* “The Arab Economic 
Options" ( in Arabic) by Dr. 
Isma'il Sabri Abdullah at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman at 630 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of worts by stu- 
dents of the Nazareth School at 
the French Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh until May 28. 

* “Graphic — Oil on Piper" 
exhibition by Guider Triki at 
Dana AI Funun. Jabal Weibdeh 
(Tel. 4643251/2). until June 25. 

* Works by Christian de 
Portzampcm: at the University of 
Jordan, until June 4 

* Paintings by Lebanese- 
American artist Eld Adnan enti- 
tled "Artist's Book of .Ait and 
Poetry" at Darat AI Funun. Jabal 
Wribddt until May 28. 






Her Majesty Queen Noor cats a ribbon at tbe inauguration ceremony of the Modern 
Schools-AJ Asriyya in Khilda on Monday (Photo by George Crystal) 

Queen inaugurates Modern 
Schools-Al Asriyya 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on 
Tuesday inaugurated the 
Modem Schools “AI 
Asriyya” in Khilda, accord- 
ing to a press release. 

Queen Noor commended 
AI Asriyya’s “Special Educa- 
tion Programme" for children 
with learning disabilities and 
speech and hearing problems 
and the school's programmes 
for the development of cre- 
ative productivity and talents. 
She expressed hope that they 


would develop into useful 
educational models for 
schools throughout the King- 
dom, it said. 

AI Asriyya Modem 
Schools, established in 1995. 
are co-educational and cover 
grades kindergarten through 
12th. Their facilities, which 
are located on 21 dunums, 
include laboratories, libraries, 
a diagnostic unit for special 
education, a gymnasium, a 
swimming pool, a tennis 
court and playgrounds. 


Tbe schools, prepare stu- 
dents for the Jordanian Sec- 
ondary Education Exam 
(tawjihi). or the British 
IGCSE and the A-Levels sys- 
tem. Its extra-curricular 
activities, which meet and 
develop the interests of stu- 
dents, include the community 
service dub, the Crown 
Prince Award and various 
competitions and functions 
arranged in cooperation with 
other schools, die statement 
added. 


Workshop on public sector quality opens 


MADABA (Petra) — The 
Institute of Public Administra- 
tion (1PA) Tuesday opened a 
three-day workshop on com- 
prehensive quality in the pub- 
lic sector for secretaries gener- 
al of ministries and directors 
and assistant directors of 
departments. 

The workshop will deter- 
mine the quality of services 
offered in public sector offices 
and die changes required to 
improve them. . according _to . 
the organisers 

^Deputising for Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Sal am Majali Min- 
ister of Administrative Devel- 
opment Bassam Emoush 
delivered the opening address 
in which be stated that the gov- 
ernment was going ahead with 
reforms in the public adminis- 
tration system aimed at achiev- 


ing a qualitative improvement 
in tbe various deportments. 

Dr. Emoush lold the audi- 
ence at the Ma’in Spa rest- 
house near Madaba that the 
government is determined to 
develop public administration, 
which entails decentralisation 
with an emphasis on human 
resources. 

Stating that the government 
is determined to overcome the 
obstacles in the way of 
improvement and reform, the 
minister said the government 
will introduce incentives to 
employees to increase their 
competitiveness and prevent 
imbalances in the system. 

The minister said the sched- 
uled national conference to 
address unemployment is also 
part of the ongoing national 
reform efforts. 


In his remarks to the audi- 
ence, IPA Director General 
Zuhair Kayed thanked the 
German' Agencey fix’ Techni- 
cal Cooperation for sponsor- 
ing the meeting and for contin- 
uing cooperation with the IPA 
in matters pertaining to public 
administration. 

The meeting is part of gov- 
ernment efforts to develop and 
modernise procedures at tbe 
political economic, social and 
administrative levels to adjust 
to the requirements of new 
international trends and devel- 
opments. he noted 

Dr. Kayed added that among 
the challenges facing the coun- 
try are glohalisation. privatisa- 
tion and competitiveness, 
which he said require quality 
performance from government 
agencies. 


Viagra stirs interest throughout 
country despite unavailability 


By MuntberMutjan 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe controversial impotency 
drug Viagra has become the talk of Jordan, even 
though it is not yet available in the country. 

But several have managed to buy the drug 
while travelling abroad and many men are still 
waiting for a decision by the Ministry of Health 
and Medical Care authorising the drug's local 
agent to import Viagra and sell it across the 
Kingdom. 

Many who have returned after visiting the 
United States, where Viagra was recently autho- 
rised. said customs officials at the airport were 
not looking for the drug because Jordan has not 
banned it 

"All circles of society are talking about it,” 
said a leading politician who requested 
anonymity. “It appears to have taken over other 
issues of local concern, including soaring food 
prices and living costs.” 

Ruba Hmoud from the Sabbagh Drug Com- 
pany, local agent of Pfizer, tire U.S. drug manu- 
facturer, said the company had submitted a 
request to the Ministry of Health to formally 
register and sell the potency drug. 

**11 may take weeks or longer to get the 
approval... it all depends cm the ministry’s tech- 
nical committee, which is responsible for 
licensing any newly introduced drag,” she told 
the Jordan Times. 

“We have had a considerable amount of 
requests for the medicine from various pharma- 
cies. We hope that foe ministry will conclude 
their tests in die near future.” 

Ministry of Health officials declined immedi- 
ate comment 

“We have been stormed by a barrage of phone 
calls from foe local press corps asking us to 
spell our stand on Viagra," said a ministry offi- 
cial. “I have no comment for now." 

However, a handful men said in private they 
managed to obtain some Viagra pills smuggled 
from neighbouring countries despite growing 
alarm over the side effects it can cause. 

Others said friends brought them in from the 
United States where the medication was recent- 
ly approved. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) said on Friday it was investigating the 
deaths of six people who took Viagra In Egypt, 
officials said three people woe hospitalised and 
put in intensive care after taking the pill. 

Several local pharmacies said they have been 
flooded with requests, even from Gulf Arab 


nationals visiting Jordan, for the pill mainly 
from men over 50. 

•‘Everyone is asking if we have this magic 
pill,” said Renad Ahmad, a pharmacy owner. 
"Some do it discreetly while others do not mind 
asking for it openly even if there are other cus- 
tomers in the pharmacy." 

“One even offered to pay JD1-40 for two pills 
telling me: please give me a chance to experi- 
ence my manhood again.” she added. 

Several pharmacists said they expected the 
Ministry of Health to approve ii but only after 
extensive research that might take over a year. 

Religious officials appeared to have steered 
dear of taking a stand though Egyptian clerics 
have approval it 

However, Abdul Rahim Issa, head of the Jor- 
dan Pharmacists Association and head of a 
committee in charge of medicine registration, 
sounded more cautious. 

“I oppose this drug for various reasons." he 
told the Jordan Tunes. “Fust, the fuss created by 
people regarding this drug has been blown out 
of proportion and $300 for 30 pills is too 
much.” 

“Above all. I do not appreciate tbe low-level 
marketing methods that were used to stir public 
interest and worldwide news coverage it gener- 
ated that helped raise public interest" he said. 

‘There is almost unanimous agreement inside 
the association on blocking its registration in 
Jordan because the drug is obviously dangerous 
and should not be sold to people," he said. 

"Just look at all the reports of the various 
deaths of people who used it~ these reports are 
growing at an alarming rate.” 

Dr. Issa warned of severe consequences if any 
pharmacy is found selling Viagra illegally. 

If approved, the price of Viagra is nor expect- 
ed to be different from the United States, where 
a pill costs around $10. 

“The price would depend on the decision 
made by the Ministry of Health, as they are the 
ones charged with such a decision,” Ms. 
Hmoud said. 

The pill comes in two forms of package — 
1-pill aid 4-pill packages. 

However, she said obtaining the drug will not 
be easy even after the ministry approves h as it 
will only be sold with a prescription. 

In a country where the population grows 
annually by 3.4 per cent — one of the highest in 
foe world — many officials fear authorising 
Viagra in Jordan could further swell the popular 
non and place a greater strain on the already 
stretched economy and other services. 


Announcement on Israel’s rejection of 
U.S. proposal ‘necessary’ — Majali 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
has said Israel’s rejection of 
the U.S. proposal for a West 
Bank troop redeployment 
indicates that the Netanyahu 
government is placing obsta- 
cles in the path of the peace 
process. 

Speaking in a television 
interview with the Lebanese 
Broadcasting Corporation. Dr 
Majali said it is now necessary’ 
that the U.S. officially 
announce Israel's refusal of 
Washington's initiative, which 
was accepted by the Palestini- 
ans. 

The peace process cannot be 
advanced if no progress is 
made on die Palestine issue, 
be said, adding that a compre- 


hensive peace settlement is 
also linked to the return of the 
Arab territories occupied in 
1967. 

His Majesty King Hussein’s 
call for Arab solidarity and 
unity reflects his keenness on 
unifying the Nation's stand 
vis-a-vis the major challenges 
of the present regional situa- 
tion, die prime minister said. 

He said the King has been 
playing a leading role as he 
realises the dangers and the 
need for solidarity. 

Referring to the U.S„ Dr. 
Majali said it has an important 
role to play, being a foil part- 
ner in the peace process. There 
is great hope that the U.S. 
a dminis tration will persuade 
the Israeli prime minister and 


his government to understand 
that peace means commitment 
to the implementation of 
signed agreements, that the 
process should continue from 
tbe point it reached earlier; that 
peace means security for all 
parties involved and that no 
stability or development can 
be achieved without all parties 
feeling thai they can exercise 
their full rights without 
infringement on their national 
aspirations, be added 
Dl Majali said there is an 
international strategy for 
peace that aims at establishing 
stability and sustainable devel- 
opment. and any retreat from 
it would deal a blow to the 
international community’s 
will 


The Europeans have recent- 
ly stepped up their role, he 
noted, citing a visit to the 
region by the British prime 
minister during which’ he wit- 
nessed the sufferings of the 
Palestinian people. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan sup- 
pons any call fix an Arab sum- 
mit to help re-establish soli- 
darity among Arab states to 
confront Israel's intransigent 
stands. 

An Arab summit, he added 
should reaffirm support for tbe 
Palestinians and their struggle 
for freedom. The prime minis- 
ter stated that Arabs should 
transcend their disputes in 
order to focus their time and 
efforts on dealing with Israels 
intransigence. 


Negotiations continue over entry of 
melons stranded at Lebanese border 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Agriculture and .the Jordanian 
embassy in Beirut are negotiat- 
ing with the Lebanese govern- 
ment to allow the entry of 100 
Jordanian trucks carrying 
watermelons that have been 
stranded at the bonder for eight 
days running, an official said 
Tuesday. 

The Lebanese government 
barred the entry of the trucks, 
carrying 2,680 tonnes of 
watermelons, on the grounds 
that Jordan had exceeded tbe 


annual quota for such imports. 

“We made contacts with the 
Lebanese president, the prime 
minister and the minister of 
agriculture over the issue and 
we have promising signs.” 
Salem Lawzl president of the 
state-run Agricultural Market- 
ing Organisation, told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

Under the joint annual agree- 
ment. up to 4.000 metric 
tonnes of duty-free watermel- 
ons can enter into the 
Lebanese market from May 1 
to June 10. 

Jordan has already exported 
4.700 tonnes of watermelons 


to Beirut. 

“The Lebanese council erf 
ministers is scheduled to dis- 
cuss die mailer during its ses- 
sion on Wednesday" Me 
Lawzi added. 

Mr. Lawzi said tbe shipment 
was in response to demands by 
Lebanese traders who were 
supporting Jordan in the cur- 
rent tussle. 

“This is not the first time 
such an incident has occurred," 
he claimed “Our Lebanese 
brothers have broken many 
agreements before and so have 
we. but we've always found a 
solution,” said Ml Lawzi. 


In 1997, tbe two countries 
faced a similar problem after 
Lebanon banned trucks carry- 
ing vegetables from entering 
the country because the 
Lebanese market was sanitat- 
ed Jordan reacted by halting a 
shipment of Lebanese vegeta- 
bles at the bolder. The issue 
was resolved after several 
days. 

Jordan exports vegetables to 
Lebanon during the winter as 
well as melons in the summer 
in exchange for Lebanese 
oranges, apples and cherries 
under a schedule worked out 
bv die two countries. 


Prince Hassan tours northern valley 


(Continued from page 1.) 

kind combines a health care 
centre, a community rehabili- 
tation centre, a women's activ- 
ity centre and a kindergarten. 
The compound provides ser- 
vices to a Palestinian refugee 
community numbering 
15.000. 

In his address at the inaugu- 
ration ceremony. Prince Has- 
san thanked the U.S. govern- 
ment and praised the level of 
cooperation between the U.S~ 
Jordan. UNRWA and the local . 
community. 

He underlined the right of 
the refugees to a decent life 
and called for constant partner- 
ship in endeavours to this pur- 
pose. 

Prince Hassan also referred 
to Jordan's policies and its 
efforts to respond to the 
humanitarian needs of the 
refugees, including their politi- 
cal right to return to then- 
homeland and/or compensa- 
tion. 

The Crown Prince uiged 


Anani 
denies King 
cut off 
contacts 
with 

Netanyahu 

(Continued from page 1) 

quoted as saying. 

‘T think the [stalemate] is 
putting too much pressure 
on us by our neighbours in 
the Arab World, and every- 
body is accusing us of real- 
ly encouraging the current 
Israeli government to keep 
on maintaining its current 
unacceptable position.’’ 
“Jordan does not deal 
with the peace process in 
terms of ultimatums, or 
dates, this is not our 
approach. We do not do 
that, but then, you know, we 
have to remind the Israelis 
that we are making a great 
deal of sacrifices on the 
other side." 

Dr. Ensour said that the 
Israeli prime minister had 
promised King Hussein 
some positive news soon 
during their last meeting, 
but nothing has materialised 
so far. 

He added that the present 
stage of tbe peace process 
bears the signs of a danger- 
ous and very obscure future. 


donor nations to continue their 
support for UNRWA to enable 
it to continue humanitarian and 
social services to foe refugees. 

After Waqqas. Prince Has- 
san visited the electronic con- 
trol centre at the King Abdul- 
lah Canal where he said it is of 
vital importance for develop- 
ment;' calling on the local 
fatmeis to exert efforts to max- 
imise production. 

Earlier: ai tbe town of 
Kraimeh. Prince Hassan had 
breakfast with the citizens of 
the town at the invitation of 
Deputy Mijhem Sqour and 
enquired firm the residents 
about their needs and then- 
demands. 

“W? are working together 
for the common good -.work- 
ing in solidarity and dose 
cooperation on this good 
land,” Prince Hassan told his 
hosts, who accorded him an 
enthusiastic welcome by lining 
tbe streets, cheering and salut- 
ing His Majesty King Hussein 
and Crown Prince Hassan. 

The Crown Prince paid a 


surprise visit to the community 
school where he inspected die 
classrooms and met the stu- 
dents enquiring about their 
needs and talking to their 
teachers to leam about the edu- 
cational process. 

- Ihttn address to fee people erf 
the town. Prince Hassan 
underlined the need lor linking 
education and vocational train- 
ing programmes wife Jordan’s 
actual needs. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
Jordan has adopted a develop- 
ment strategy for the coming 
decade based on scientific 
approach with accurate defini- 
tion of the development 
requirements and a dear out- 
line of its objectives within a 
comprehensive and transpar- 
ent framework. 

Prince Hassan underlined 
the need for determining pub- 
lic expenditure's priorities 
before September in die course 
of preparations for the 1999 fis- 
cal budget He said that plans 
are underway for die bolding 
of a national conference to 


review the country’s economic 
achievements. 

Emphasising the importance 
of defining development 
needs, the Crown Prince fold 
his audience feat they should 
avoid making fancy demands 
and concentrate on the realities 
on the ground. The young, be 
said, should also be involved 
because consensus can only be 
achieved through convincing. 

Describing the Jordan Valley 
as a development region tire 
Crown Prince said that the 
people should develop com- 
prehensive and integrated 
means for die management of 
water, agriculture and tourism. 

He called for cooperation 
and integration to achieve 
comprehensive development 
and attain the maximum level 
of productivity stressing that 
every citizen is responsible for 
safeguarding the national 
interests. 

Prince Hassan latex opened a 
fish breeding project in die Jor- 
dan Valley . 


EU blasts Netanyahu, says dialogue ‘non-existent’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

been a collapse in regional 
economic cooperation and 
development efforts. 

'The tremendous damage 
and the obstacles in all these 
channels prove that the 
stoppage of tbe peace 
process is destroying every 
possibility of good neigh- 
bourly relations," he said. 

Mr. Marin also defended a 
recent commission recom- 
mendation that goods manu- 
factured in Jewish settle- 
ments in die Palestinian 'ter- 
ritories be excluded from a 
1975 Israel-EU free-trade 
agreement. 

Zvi Tenney, a senior 
Israeli foreign ministry offi- 
cial. denounced what he 
called Mr. Marin's “con- 
fused remarks." 

"Such unjustified criti- 
cism can only cause serious 


damage to relations between 
Israel and the European 
Union.” Mr. Tenney told 
AFP. 

"We hope that the 15 [EU 
members] will refuse to fol- 
low this bureaucrat,” said 
Mr. Tenney, who is in 
charge of economic rela- 
tions with the EU for the 
foreign ministry. 

He also denounced the EU 
stance on goods made in 
Jewish settlements as a 
"politically motivated" 
attempt to influence the 
deadlocked Israeli-Palestin- 
ian negotiations. 

Tf some people think that 
imposing a tax of 10 or 15 
per cent on grape exports 
from the settlements will 
force the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment to make conces- 
sions, they are bpdly mistak- 
en," he said. . 

Bur Mr. Marin said the EU 


was only expecting Israel to 
obey the rules and had held 
off any action for months so 
as not to disrupt U.S. 
attempts to revive the peace 
process. 

"We did not want to make 
problems while Netanyahu 
was meeting with [U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright],” he said. “Every- 
one signalled us, ‘Stay 
calm, give peace a chance.’ 
We gave it a chance, but 
now we’re acting." 

Israeli-Palestinian negoti- 
ations have been . dead- 
focked since March 1997. 
largely due to Mr. 
Netanyahu’s failure to carry 
out promised transfers of 
further West Bank land to 
Palestinian control and his 
policy of expanding Jewish 
settlements on occupied 
land. 


Court sentences Egyptian sisters to death 


(Continued from page 1) 

face and dragged her body to 
the bedroom. 

The two brought a wet 
towel, pressed it against her 
mouth and nose until she 
passed away, stole her jew- 
ellery as well as other goods 
and fled tbe house after lock- 
ing the door. 

They sold the jewellery, 
but were arrested by police 
as they attempted to leave 
Jordan via the Port of Aqaba. 


The two women, who 
reportedly confessed their 
crimes to the police and the 
criminal prosecutors, plead- 
ed not guilty during foe trial. 

The body of the late Kurdi 
was discovered by her two 
daughters when they came 
to visit her the same day at 
3:00 p.m. 

Criminal Prosecutor 
Zuhair Atiyat had asked the 
tribunal for the maximum 
penalty. 

The verdict will automati- 


cally be reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation within 30 
days. 

During the past six years, 
five women have been exe- 
cuted in the Kingdom, 
including three in 1997 for 
premeditated murders. 

Eleven people were execut- 
ed in Jordan last year, spark- 
ing protests by world groups 
opposed to capital punish- 
ment including the London- 
based Amnesty' 

International. 
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Northern Irish Protestants 


halt Catholic church picket 


BELFAST (R) — 

Protestants Tuesday called 
off their picket of a Roman 
Catholic church that has 
for almost two years been a 
potent symbol of sectarian 
division in Northern 
Ireland. 

Priests and politicians 
hailed the move, which 
came just three days after 
voters on both sides of the 
Irish border voted over- 
whelmingly in referen- 
dums to back the Northern 
Ireland peace accord. 

The picket, which creat- 
ed headlines around the 
world, had sparked riots as 
parishioners were attacked, 
cars set alight and mass- ' 
goers taunted. Riot control 
cost the police one million 
pounds (SI. 62 million). 

The picket started in. 
September 1996 after a 
Prorestant "Orange Order’ 
was banned from marching 
through the Catholic vil- 
lage of Dunloy near the 
largely Protestant town of 
Ballymena. 


Catholic nationalists had 
opposed the marches, 
which they viewed as sec- 
tarian triumphalism. 

The 300 worshippers 
who attended mass at the 
Church of Our Lady in the 
Ballymena suburb of 
Harry ville bad to battle 
their way through an angry 
Protestant mob, braving 
abuse and even volleys of 
fireworks. 

Catholic homes in the 
area were firebombed and 
one woman was dragged 
from her car and beaten 
after she left a Saturday 
evening service. 

After a recent march 
passed off peacefully, the 
protesters decided to call 
their picket off. 

But they warned in a 
statement: "Should it be 
deemed appropriate, we 
reserve the right to recom- 
mence our action if unre- 
pentant nationalists 

attempt to further curtail 
our culture in the future." 

Ballymena Councillor 


Jayne Dunlop welcomed 
the end to the picket. 
"Everybody was very tired 
of it. With the agreement, 
we want to move forw ard 
and this is a small but very 
welcome step forward." 
she said. 

It also helped to deflate 
some tension in the lead-up 
to the summer marching 
season when Irish republi- 
cans have urged 
Protestants to tone down 
their celebrations of 300- 
year-old victories over 
Catholics. 

Almost three out of four 
people in the British 
province backed the his- 
toric Good Friday peace 
agreement. 

Last Friday’s referen- 
dums appeared to show' a 
genuine hunger for peace 
Fn a land where 3.600 peo- 
ple have died in three 
decades of sectarian and 
political strife. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, w'ho has invest- 
ed much political capital in 


ending the conflict, said he 
was determined not to let 
dissident gunmen and 
bombers derail the peace 
train. 

“Both ourselves and the 
Irish government will show 
no mercy to anyone going 
back to "violence,” he told 
the Belfast Telegraph 
Monday. "There will be no 
fudge between democracy 
and terror.” 

Releasing prisoners early 
and getting guerrillas to 
hand in their sizeable arse- 
nals of weapons were two 
of the most contentious 
issues in the referendum 
campaign. They continue 
to spark controversy. 

The accord maintains 
Northern Ireland’s links 
with Britain but builds new 
cross-border bridges with 
the Irish Republic. 

Northern Ireland now 
faces another bruising bat- 
tle in the build-up to elec- 
tions on June 25 for a new 
devolved assembly. 

History is one long 


Blair urges welcome 
to Japanese emperor 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
appealed to former prisoners 
of war Tuesday to put aside 
their bitter memories of Japan 
and welcome Emperor 
Akihito on a state visit aimed 
at boosting lucrative trade ties. 

But his appeal looked set to 
fall on deaf ears with about 
1.000 veterans planning to 
turn their backs on Emperor 
Akihito as he travelled up the 
mall to Buckingham Palace 
with Queen Elizabeth in an 
open carriage. 

The veterans, demanding a 
full apology and increased 
compensation for their treat- 
ment in work camps during 
World War D. are furious that 
Emperor Akihito is to be 
given Britain's highest award 
for chivalry, the order of die 
garter. 

But Mr. Blair said Emperor 
Akihito's visit was a vital step 
on the road to peace. 

“We must not forget the past 
or the terrible suffering of our 
POWs." Mr. Blair wrote in the 
top-selling Sun newspaper. 
"But I believe it would be 
wrong for these feelings to 
dominate our relations with 
Japan. Wrong for us to perpet- 
uate this bitterness down the 
generations." 

Pointing to Japan's trade 
and diplomatic cooperation 
with Britain, he said it was 
partly because of the sacrifices 
of British troops that Japan 
was now a peaceful democra- 
cy- .... 

Emperor .Akihito s 

spokesman told BBC radio 
that the emperor would refer 
to the POW issue during a 


speech at a formal banquet at 
Buckingham palace Tuesday 
evening. 

”1 don’t think anyone of us 
would try to ignore it or gloss 
it over. He does feel very 
deeply about the suffering of 
people due to the war. and die 
empress also, so this will 
come out I’m sure,” Kazuo 
Chiba said. 

"His feelings can be 
expressed if they are not polit- 
ical and within his heart he has 
very deep feelings of sympa- 
thy and veiy deep feelings that 
such things should never hap- 
pen." Mr. Chiba adde^L, ,. _ 

Some of the 265 Japanese 
firms operating in Britain have 
encouraged their workers to 
rum out to greet Emperor 
Akihito as he proceeds up the 
mall with the queen in what 
would effectively be a counter 
demonstration. 

Thousands of Britons were 
forced by die Japanese to 
work as slave labourers in 
World War II and many were 
tortured and died in captivity. 
Japan says compensation paid 
under a 195 1 peace treaty and 
recent apologies by the gov- 
ernment answer the case. 

The veterans demand that 
the Japanese government 
make a full apology and give 
14.000 pounds ($22,800) to 
each former prisoner in com- 
pensation. 

“We were nothing but 
slaves. We had to do their bid- 
ding on pain of death,” said 
Bill Holtham, founder of the 
Japanese Labour Camp 
Association. 

Joan Bulley, interned out- 
side Shanghai ar the age of 


four, said she had seen prison- 
ers being tortured. "I lost my 
childhood.” she said 

Arthur Titherington, cap- 
tured in Singapore in 1942 at 
the age of 20. said: "It wasn’t 
50 years ago. To us it was yes- 
terday. 

"When, where and on what 
occasion was Emperor 
Akihito chivalrous?” be 
asked, referring to the chivalry 
award die emperor will 
receive from the queen. 

He accused Mr. Blair of 
being more concerned with 
cementing trade ties -with 
Japan than resolving the issue 
of wartime compensation. 

Mr. Blair noted in his article 
for the Sun that Japan was 
Britain’s biggest export mar- 
ket outside Western Europe 
and the United States. Japan is 
also a major investor in 
Britain, providing about 
65.000 jobs, and channelling 
more than 40 per cent of its 
manufacturing investment in 
the European Union into 
Britain. 

The Daily Mirror attacked 
Mr. Blair and the decision to 
award Emperor Akihito the 
Order of the Garter. 

‘Today we are all being 
asked to put money before 
pride.” the newspaper said. 
"Tony Blair... would prefer 
that we think of all those 
Japanese yen that we earn 
today.” 

The libera] Independent 
broadsheet, in contrast, said 
Emperor Akihito ought to be 
given a dignified welcome. 


Australia takes aim at 
Asian sex slave trade 


CANBERRA (R)— Australia 
plans to introduce tough new 
iaws carrying 20-year jail 
erms to stem a flourishing 
>ex-slave trade which brings 
Asian women into the country 
lo work as prostitutes. 

“There has been some sug- 
gestion of a growing intema- 
ional trade in sex slaves, par- 
icularly from Southeast Asia.’’ 
rustice Minister Amanda 
Van stone said Tuesday in 
mnouncing the drafting of the 
lew laws. 

“In many cases, women me 
>rought into the countiy ille- 
gally, believing they will be 
;iven legitimate jobs, only to 
ind themselves forced to work 
n slavery or servitude to repay 
lebts to their ‘sponsors'," Ms. 
/anyone said. 

The sex-slave industry is 
[rowing in Australia because 
egal deterrents are few and 
irofits high, said a briefing 
taper released by Mr. 
tinstone's office. 

The movements of enslaved 
romen are restricted and they 
re often prevented from leav- 


ing the house or brothel in 


which they are kept They also 
fear going to police because 
they have no immigration 
papers, the paper said. 

It said one Thai woman was 
introduced in Bangkok to a 
man who told her he could 
find her a waitressing job in 
Sydney and that he would 
arrange all her travel and 
accommodation costs. 

However when she landed in 
Australia, her passport was 
taken from her and she was 
brought to a brothel where she 
was told she had to pay the 
owners $15,000. 

The women duped into sex- 
ual slavery' are usually in their 
early twenties, but they are 
sometimes in their teens. 

In June 1995. a 1 3-year-old 
Thai girl was found working in 
a Sydney brothel. The girl was 
one of about 300 indebted 
Thai women working as sex 
slaves in Sydney brothels. 

The women mostly came 
from Southeast Asia, with 
their movements from Asia 
into Australia arranged by 


international crime syndicates, 
the briefing paper said. 

Prostitution rings provide 
drug traffickers with finance 
and criminal connections and 
the movement of women and 
their escorts made transporting 
the drugs easier, it said. 

Australia has not dealt with 
laws against slavery since for- 
mer colonial master Britain 
oudawed the practice both in 
Britain and its territories more 
than 150 years ago. 

The punishment stands at 14 
years’ transportation to 
Australia or imprisonment 
with hard labour. Australia 
originated as a British penal 
colony. 

"Essentially, Australia does- 
n’t have laws at the moment to 
oudaw (sexi slavery," a 
spokesman for Ms. Vanstone 
told Reuters. 

Under the new laws, forcing 
people into servitude, obtain- 
ing sex slaves through decep- 
tion. or participating in slave 
trading would be specified as 
illegal and cany prison terms 
of up to 20 years in jail. 


Japanese gas-attack 
doctor sentenced to 
life in jail 


TOKYO (AFP) — A 
Japanese court Tuesday 
sentenced a top doctor to 
life imprisonment for 
spreading deadly Sarin gas 
in the Tokyo subway in the 
Aum Supreme Truth cult 
attack that killed 12 people 
and injured thousands. 

Once one of Japan’s most 
promising heart surgeons, 
5 1 -year-old Ikuo Havashi 
admitted being one of the 
five Aum members, who 
released the Nazi nerve 
agent in Tokyo's subways 
in March 1995. 

Presiding judge Megumi 
Yamamuro described the 
crime as "unprecedentedly 
vicious” 

“Despite the fact that he 
was a doctor, his act led to 
tragic consequences which 
have to be condemned 
severely," the judge told 
Tokyo District Court. 

Even as the sentence was 
handed down, however, the 
cult was on the comeback 
trail, with officials from a 
government commission 
estimating it now had 5.500 
followers, according to the 
daily Asahi Shimbun. 

As die judge described 
the attack on the Tokyo 
subway, Hayashi wiped 
away tears with a handker- 
chief. 

Later, showing little emo- 
tion. Hayashi bowed 
deeply and looked directly 
at the judge after being 
called forward for sentenc- 
ing. Hearing that his life 
would be spent behind 
bars, he bowed again. 

The court was silent. 
Hayashi escaped the gal- 
lows because the court 
“bad to hesitate in impos- 
ing capital punishment" 
after his testimony led to 
the arrest of cult guru 
Shoko Asahara, said the 
judge. 

Some relatives of the vic- 
tims had sympathised with 
the doctor after his repen- 
tance, he added. 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto was equivocal 
about the decision to let 
Hyashi escape death. 

“There are many argu- 
ments in the prosecutors' 
final speech.” he told 
reporters. “I feel mixed 
emotions (about the sen- 
tence) when I think about 
those who died and their 
families” 

Hayashi left the cult 
shortly after his arrest one 
month after the subway 
attack. He admitted six 
counts including the sub- 
way attack and the confine- 
ment and murder of an 
anti-sect Tokyo notary 
clerk in February 1995. 

Kenji Utsunomiya. a 
lawyer for the subway vic- 
tims. said: “Even if 

Hayashi leaves prison on 
parole, those who suffered 
so much continue their 
rehabilitation. I think that is 



Ikuo Hayashi seen in a 
1995 file photo (Reuters 
photo) 


contradictory.” 

The former doctor was 
one of the few middle-aged 
members of a cult that 
mainly highly educated 
young people. 

The only leading mem- 
bers in his age group were 
the 43-year-old leader 
Asahara and the so-called 
construction minister, 48- 
year-old Kiyuohide 

Hayakawa who has admit- 
ted murdering a lawyer 
along with his wife and 
baby son. 

Asahara and other lead- 
ing members are still on 
trial. 

Officials quoted by the 
Asahi Shimbun said the 
cult had 5,500 members, 15 
offices and more than 100 
communal residences. 
Funds were pouring in. it 
said, from new members’ 
fees and at least six sect- 
run computer shops in 
Tokyo. 

On May 1. the cult held a 
fund-raising meeting of at 
least 200 disciples outside 
Tokyo. 

And leaflets purporting to 
come from the cult have 
been delivered to homes in 
Tokyo asking “Why does 
the Aum Shinrikyo still 
continue to grow?” and 
“Why do all die members 
of the Aum Shinrikyo look 
happy?" 

They quote 31 -year-old 
businessman Akira Oiwa as 
saying: ‘The Aum is the 
path to real happiness. I 
always hated the society 
and the media. 

“I suffered mental anxi- 
ety a lot and was hying to 
find ways to get out of that 
state. I finally found it in 
the Aum Shinrikyo.” 

One leaflet, promising a 
free book from the sect, 
protests: “The Aum mem- 
bers are not as bad as the 
media reports." 

There was no reply from 
telephone numbers provid- 
ed in the leaflets. 

A senior Tokyo's metro- 
politan police official said 
the life sentence for 
Hayashi was “appropriate.” 
Some of the cult’s victims 
were still in hospital, he 
said- 


Jordan Tunes, Wednesday,: 


remembered yesterday in 
Northern Ireland where 
hatred between 

Protestants, who make up 
sixty per cent of the popu- 
lation, and Catholics 
spread like a cancer for 
centuries. 

One in four people know 
someone who has been 
killed in the conflict and 
one in 10 has bad a mem- 
ber of their family tolled. 

Mr. Blair, determined to 
keep up the momentum for 
peace, praised the people 
of Northern Ireland for 
breaking decades of dead- 
lock by backing the settle- 
ment: “I know for many of 
you it was not easy. You 
had your doubts. You made 
a leap of faith." 

Northern Ireland has 
seen many false dawns 
before, but Mr. Blair has 
sensed that the tide of his- 
tory is changing: “We have 
produced the architecture 
for peace. You must build 
the home and live in it. 
together." 


■-ivj 






Inhabitants of the ethnic Georgian village of TagQoni watch their homes ^ 
from a destroyed railway bridge. Separatist Abkhaz forces Monday overran^i 
located inside a Russian-patrolled buffer zone despite a ceasefire agreed tipon Si 
(Reuters photo) 


DIKHAZURGA, Georgia 
(R) — Clashes between 
Georgian armed groups and 
separatist Abkhaz fighters 
in a Russian-patrolled 
buffer zone continued 
Tuesday despite a ceasefire 
agreement reached between 
the sides overnight. 

Burning houses marked 
the scene of sporadic fight- 
ing in the village of 
Dikhazurga. two km from 
Georgian government-held 
territory near the de facto 
border with the breakaway 
Black Sea province of 
Abkhazia. 

Thick black smoke poured 
from the village, accompa- 
nied by the rattling of small 
arms fire and occasional 
explosions in the zone 
patrolled by 1.500 Russian 
peacekeepers and moni- 
tored by 100 United Nations 
staff. 

Lieutenant-Colonel 
Reinhart Hollinger, the 
commander of the U.N. 
■mission in the . western 
Georgian town of Zugdidi, 
said". .'die ’ Georgian and 
Abkhaz fighters had not 
completely disengaged as 
was agreed. 

“There is still some fight- 
ing going on and the com- 
batants have not left the 
zone as they should have,” 
he said. 

The U.N. observers and 
Russian peacekeepers made 
joint patrols for the first 
time to try to enforce the 
ceasefire. 


“Most of the observers are 
pessimistic about the cease- 
fire,” one of the observers 
said- “We don’t believe it 
will hold.” 

Ethnic Georgian refugees 
from Dikhazurga watched 
their village bum from a 
safe distance from 
Georgian-held territory. 

“The Abkhaz are ethnical- 
ly cleansing our village so 
that we never come back.” 
said resident Givi Eteria. 

Senior Georgian officials 
said all units had been 
ordered to stop fighting and 
pull out of the battle zone. 

Tbilisi has said guerrillas 
which it does not control 
were involved in fighting on 
the Georgian side. 

But Interior Minister 
Kakha Targamadze said in a 
television interview 

Tuesday that a "small con- 
tingent" of Georgian interi- 
or ministry troops was at the 
frontline and had been 
ordered to pull back. 

Foreign -.Minister ;Irakly 
Menagarishvili said the 
sides had agreed overnight 
in the Abkhaz resort of 
Gagra to stop all of the 
fighting by 0200 GMT and 
start withdrawing armed 
units three hours later. 

Mr. Menagarishvili later 
blamed Abkhaz fighters for 
breaking the ceasefire in 
what he described as a 
"large-scale provocation.” 

Russia's Interfax news 
agency quoted Abkhaz inte- 
rior ministry officials as 


blaming Georgians for 
attacking their positions, in 
the morning. . - - 

Abkhazia broke away 
from Georgia in 1992. trig- 
gering a civil war that killed 
some 10.000 people in the 
former Soviet Republic. 
Since then, it has enjoyed 
de facto independence, but 
remains unrecognised by 
the outside world : 
Violence flared again ear- 
lier this month in the securi- 
ty zone which straddles the 
de facto border between 
Georgia and Abkhazia. 
President Eduard 

Shevardnadze said Monday 
about 30,000 people had 
fled their homes. 

Most of Abkhazia's ethnic 
Georgians, once about half 
the region’s population, 
were driven out along with 
Georgian troops during the 
war five years ago. 

Residents have set up 
defence units and guerrilla 
groups which have staged 
attacks on Abkhaz targets 
and Russian peacekeepers, 
who they say have failed to 
protect civilians. 

Many of the refugees are 
furious with Mr. 
Shevardnadze and his gov- 
ernment. saying they failed 
to provide any support. 

Georgia, celebrating its 
independence day holiday, 
cancelled a military parade 
in the capital Tbilisi 
because of events in 
Abkhazia. 


White Australia says 6 sorry’ 
to stolen Aborigine children 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Prime 
Minister John Howard 
refused Tuesday to join a 
million Australians in 
apologising to Aborigines 
for the tens of thousands 
of children forcibly sepa- 
rated from their parents 
over several generations. 

Church bells rang 
around the country as 
thousands flocked to the 
first annual National Sorry 
Day ceremonies and 
church services. 

The Aboriginal flag flew 
from the national parlia- 
ment in Canberra. 

More than one million 
people were estimated to 
have signed "sorry books” 
in the lead up to the com- 
memorative day, which 
marks the first anniversary 
of release of a report on 
the so-called “stolen gen- 
erations.” 

Roman Catholic leaders 
asked Aborigines for for- 
giveness. New South 
Wales Governor Gordon 
Samuels called on 
Australians to acknowl- 
edge past wrongs and 
influential Victorian state 
Premier Jeff Kennett, said: 
"Yes, we can say sorry and 
mean it.” 

But Mr. Howard stead- 
fastly refused to make a 
formal apology on behalf 
of governments responsi- 
ble for the hundreds of 
thousands of Aboriginal 
children torp from their 
families for a century up 
to late 1960s. 

Many of the children 
still bear the scars of the 
physical, -sexual and psy- 
chological abuse which 


the Human Rights 
Commission report found 
they suffered in the white 
institutions and foster 
homes they were sent to. 

“Although in a personal 
sense many Australians 
will feel sorrow and regret 
in relation to past injus- 
tices suffered by sections 
of the Australian commu- 
nity. it is the view of my 
government that a formal 
national apology, of the 
type sought by others, is 
not appropriate.” Mr. 
Howard told parliament. 

The government 

believed that the most 
appropriate way to help 
the 300.00 or so Aborigine 
community was to address 
their disadvantage in areas 
of health, bousing and 
education, he said. 

The Labour opposition 
and smaller parties con- 
demned the government 
stance as a national 
embarrassment. 

“If you are a person who 
has become aware of a 
great injustice and that 
you are part of a process 
which has assisted in pro- 
ducing those injustices it’s 
a pretty poor, weak char- 
acter who can’t actually 
come out and say ‘sorry’,” 
opposition leader Kim 
Beazley said. 

He also warned that the 
goal of reconciliation 
between indigenous and 
non-indigenous 
Australians was slipping 
away under the Howard 
government. 

But Sir Ronald Wilson, 
Human Rights 

Commission president and 


co-author of the report of 
the stolen children, said it 
did not matter whether the 
Howard government was 
represented at any Sorry 
Day celebrations. 

It would not deter the 
movement for reconcilia- 
tion which had sprung up 
among the people, said 
Mr. Wilson who proposed 
National Sorry Day as part 
of the process of 
Aboriginal reconciliation. 

Aboriginal elder 

Elizabeth King of the 
Dhaurt-Wurrong people 
said there would never be 
reconciliation until such 
time as Mr. Howard 
showed some leadership 
by apologising. 

“It's an absolute dis- 
grace and national embar- 
rassment that the prime 
minister has refused to say 
sorry,” she said. “There 
are many people like me 
who suffered horrendous- 
ly under this brutal regime 
and who still have to live 
in. appalling conditions” 

The media was divided 
over the issue. 

Rupert Murdoch’s flag- 
ship, The Australian, 
argued that reconciliation 
needs sorrow and forgive- 
ness. adding that in saying 
sorry, Mr. Howard “would 
be giving the gift of an 
official expression of 
regret that something evil 
happened” 

But its sister paper, the 
Daily Telegraph said Mr. 
Howard’s stance was 
right. 

Organisers ot~ National 
Sorry Day hoped it would 
become an annual holiday. 




Georgian battles continui 
despite ceasefire pact n 


^ rmiippi? 

jjdipn'idi'niia* «**< » *•* 

i Reuter* pholMt 


Hong Kong lei 
more demoera 


n\'(r K» lV 
Kv: ; 
i'Hv-i 


: Air-. - 

:.wk- 'lur >f. 

fcVTJ- 


TV i 
5 


■ s ix :j:r:! 





ivsAfen 

<"<£» iT. • 

• :';f4 





v. 

-A-' 

fcmf a 

a ::r.'v.r 

*■* . ijf 


iiVf U.U’- vT-i. 

. * ■ 1 i t 1 I'A ^ 

the 

Suni’-rt 


Draxc 

at ife 



■jl’n' 

VlluJ "vi 

jsJUsi 

T mag 
Wi* 

Ts <, 


jSL 




;rn:r j: i:x- •. 

. •* 

&B Wf 

-iu:; J:;;-. 

rr.ir.: 

i 41 




mi* 

:jrru!ar'.« i,- 

‘ i4 

^ k * 
k** tea 

3>.vr 

■•-r the 


Saafcsrj 


iptm *90 

■ , 

■T4i» ooh 

« 

■ 

■.lx* 


-X-owrt.-..-: .. 


t 



JSE? %gt 


-'i'fflWr.! 

•tj Y: 
?tn." n.::,- 
fiat 

ice ij‘ i-emir.L' 


s jvlifitfu 
:he S\R 

vruJ L&r 


far flfc 
retweg 5 


■*1. — .. , 


*4n» v -g-x 

It. JCCt ‘7, 
•' ptil Kn TV, ;;; 


win re* 

With 
the ikiMc 


hag. vm 

200a 


^ kun j *. iRHu-coriaJitu- 
pnyrevuvrfv 
‘■•urdhrnc’xi 
there is n. 
- urneijr-i,; t, ; - complete 


m 

i 

ha& a® s 




Russia ready to 
% but needs i 


lAFp, 
*Ksp ail :L- 
? Cannes 
H N..ra 

V 1 ” 1 

■ o*.*n i ■ ... , 

^ Hsll' 

£*Wl I. 
*4**.-. 

s ■■■■ 

Vassal V .“ l ” } 

V ‘"HU 
■Vin, ... 

^ M: Vo 

S* 

■*Otii r ... 



■j r 



World N ews 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, May 27, 1998 


J, 






i- ’ 

- -^ ! ' :A i 


act ^-^v 

; c °ntim 

; pact 

?! Si is 

n-j mornino 

' , **£< - 

■•*, .... JC,,r ^ mu-/ 

s*«ins* acil|{ - 

"*nic IO.uck.1^ 

*- »■ *rnicr < P^ - 

.... •' ntfr Sy\, e , t 

"“"• ii k. 

_;. !“ ‘ ja ° 'ndrpent. 

.»■ ;: mjm - unrftaaj; 

. .. .r.e '-’uisiije v\fif|j‘ ' 

. ' !, . ,,4n « flared^. 
• : - rini 'monil) 11 , l £- 
v aw which 

— fJ !jan bonfcr k 
y : ' ‘"SiJ mid #> 
r'.'cvieni t? 

irdnadze smdlT 

- v! J! 

' rneir h>«m 

''1 Abkhazia.-;; 
"rgian*. nnce 

■-' J^’-en omalic. 
pan inxtpdBc 
‘V.i > ears «o. 
K.'-idrnt-. lui? * 
uniL\ auder 
r ” ■•■P* ’■•huh have : 
mt AhIJis: 

1 R'j-*ijn peacfcr- 
V..- ' -iT.'l mi 

.-mliam. 

M.--> ••! the to 
■•.." niih 

mt. siiinstoi. 

•• i Jc am ^ 

.l.'- 'teld- tfWflE 
• J.T.'PifcntV dit£ 

...".i-’ird a nulimjP 
r :hc capital r- 
"f-JU'i of fl® 


^0$ 


n 



Outgoing Philippine president Fidel Ramos (centre) joins bands with President-elect 
Joseph Estrada (left) and administration candidate Jose de Venecia during a meeting 
aboard a presidential yacht in Manila. Estrada, an ex-actor, beat his rivals in the May 
11 presidential race with the biggest number of votes in the history of Philippine elec- 
dons (Renters photo) 


Hong Kong leader rejects calls for 
more democracy after elections 
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HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong leader Ttong 
Chee-Hwa has rqected 
demands for greater democra- 
cy in the territory following 
[he resurgence of democratic 
parties in the territory’s first 
election under Chinese rule. 

The chief executive, react- 
ing to a growing chorus of 
calls for universal suffrage fol- 
lowing Sunday’s elections, 
aid the government would 
stick to its plans for gradual 
political reform. 

The democratic camp, 
locked unceremoniously out 
erf power ar the end of British 
rale last July, stormed back 
into the legislating at the polls, 
winning around two-thirds of 
toe popular vote. 

However under the 
labyrinthine electoral system, 
translated into only 
a&md a third of die sears on 

*The dection has laid a 
solid foundation for political 
development in the SAR 
(Special Administrative 
Region),” Tung said late 
Monday. 

‘The government will res- 
olutely move forward to a 
more democratic foam of gov- 
ernment in accordance with 
toe provisions in the Basic 
Law.” 

Hong Kong’s nrim-constitu- 
tkm promises progressively 
more democracy over the next 
decade. However there is no 
firm timetable for complete 


universal suffrage. 

The leader erf the democrat- 
ic camp, Martin Lee, who was 
voted back into the chamber 
after a year in the political 
wilderness, is championing 
the calls for more democracy. 

*7 think it is time for Hong 
Kong to go forward so China 
can also go forward,” Mr. Lee, 
the chairman of the 
Democratic Party, roid the 
Foreign (fonespoodents Club 
Tbesday. 

*Tf Hong Kong is to develop 
at all we must amend tire 
restricted provision of die 
Basic Law. Otherwise we 
can’t develop in meaningful 
way.” Mr, Lee said. 

‘It is wrong for people to 
look for excuses for China, I 
Think we should push China 
forward because China is cer- 
tainly ready,” said Mn Lee, a 
Icnj^time Critic of Beijing. ' 

Mr. Lee, whose Democrats 
are'the largest single patty in 
the new-look legislature, 
insisted that the results and the 
record 53 per cent turnout at 
the polls showed foe public 
wanted greater democracy. He 
has vowed to fight for com- 
pletely open dections by 
2000. 

“Clearly what most people 
in Hong Kong expect him 
(Tung) to do, or would like 
him to da is to heed public 
demand for more democracy.” 
said Mr. Lee. 

However, rise new assembly 
win still be dominated by pro- 


Beijing and pro- business can- 
didates, who dominate tire 
indirectly-elected seats. 

Mr. Tung adviser Yang Ti- 
Liang. a former chief justice, 
warned that amending tire 
Basic Law “is a very serious 
task.” 

Leung Chun-Ying, another 
of Tung’s executive council- 
lors, spelled out the only path 
for change that he saw. 

“If there is a wish for the 
formation of the Legislative 
Council to be changed then it 
is up to a two-thirds majority 
of tire Legislative Council at 
that time, and the chief execu- 
tive agreeing. 

“This is pan of our constitu- 
tion,” said Mr. Leung. 

The Democratic Party 
emerged as the biggest single 
party in the new legislative 
council, with 13 seats, though 
die electoral system' Revised 
by the government meant it 
could not win a majority. 

Me Lee’s jubilant party cel- 
ebrated its return to the politi- 
cal mainstream after the final 
results were announced 
Monday. 

Mr. Lee has been branded a 
subversive by Beijing, which 
has given a muted reaction to 
the election result. 

The official Chinese media 
reported foe record turnout but 
did not mention the success of 
the Democrats, who say the 
electoral system was devised 
by Beijing to preveni them 
from wielding power. 


Russia ready to scrap all old nuclear 
subs, but needs credits — Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia is 
ready to scrap all its rusting 
nuclear submarines in the 
Arctic north if Norway pro- 
vides credits for djsman rim g 
toein. President Boris Yeltsin 

- stidlhesday, quoted by I1XR- 
: IASS news agency. 

“Wfe doo ? t need (old) sub- 
marines at alL We can remove 
Jbe 6M ..nuclear submarines 

- firm the entire Barents region 
-and declare it- a safety zone,” 
Jkfe Yeltsin said after talks here 

- with King Harald V of 


^ -JOor norfo is really foil of 
-^ad brr thin gs, and it's riot. for 
nottang thatNorwayis so cot- 
'®med about dnsl Tlie financial 
-^eriirai needs to be settled. If 
I? seflkd in tte.fonn of cred- 
ps Tiuiii Norway, we will 
^nriefiately siarE dismantling 

. fegihrrmrf nftg w 

Mr Yeltsin said 
.."Stsne technical .preparation” 
Jai needed before beginning 


The Kola Peninsula, which 
borders on Norway, was the 
base of the Soviet Northern 
Fleet during the cold war; but 
since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 drastic defence 
cuts have deprived Russia of 
the funds needed to soap the 
ageing nuclear submarines. 

Russia and Norway signed 
three bilateral accords Tuesday. 

including one to improve envi- 
ronmental safety in connection 
with the use of nuclear sub- 
marines in the for north. 

Under the accord, Norway 
has earmarked 200-250 million 
kroner (527-S33 million ) over 
three to four years for projects 
to improve nuclear safety in the 
Kola Peninsula. 

The projects include disposal 
of spent nuclear fuel and 
radioactive waste, notably 
from Russia’s nuclear sub- 
marines, which environmental- 
ists say pose a serious radiation 

threat \ 

Increased cooperation to 


ensure safety at the Kola 
nuclear power plant is also 
covered by the deal. 

The environmental threat in 
the region was highlighted by 
the Norwegian environmental 
group Belkina, which reported 
that the region has a mountain 
of nuclear waste, comprising 
29,040 fuel elements, nine 
reactor cores and 21,067 cubic 
metres of solid-fuel nuclear 
waste. 

Earlier this month, a Russian 
official report voiced, alarm at 
the situation in foe Andreyev 
'Bay area, just 40 kilometres 
from the Norwegian border, 
used by Russia as a dumping 
ground for nuclear waste. 

Some 95 submarines have 
been decommissioned and 
dumped at the site and demand 
constant and costly work to 
keep them from deteriorating 
dangerously, said the report. 

It was possible that one of the 
decommissioned nuclear sub- 
marines could sink, it added. 
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*1 wear down to foe shaft to 
see dungs for mysdfT Mr. 

Venkaiairaman added in an open 

letter to Prime Minister Aral 
Behan \ftjpayee haifiag foe five 
underground nuclear tests ou 
May II and 13 atPokhran. 

jyjk Venkataraman said Mr. 

Vkjpayee tad “enhanced *e 
prestige of India, among the 

world community and proved 
India’s technological excellence 

to the developed countries” by 
conducting the nuclear tests. 
“Prime mirrigters are a dune- 


ago 


a^caea and come and go uriho- 
noured, unwept and unsung. 
But you wiD remain indelible in 
the nation’s memory," he added. 

The tests have been widely 
hailed within the country but 
have drawn criticism across the 
worid. 

Mr. Venkataraman was the 
president of India for five years 
until July 1 991 He was defence 
minister in 1982-84 in foe gov- 
ernment of then Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi. 


Ramos and ally admit defeat in 
Philippines presidential election 


MANILA (AFP) — 
President Fidel Ramos and 
his proadgd Jose de Venecia 
admitted Tuesday that rival 
Joseph Estrada had won the 
Philippines presidential 
election but the trio would 
form u “government of 
national unity.” 

Mr. Ramos twice called 
Mr. Estrada “president 
elect" after a breakfast 
meeting between the three 
on the presidential yacht 
Ang Pangulo. 

After the meeting Mr. 
Ramos read a statement say- 
ing the election adversaries 
now considered themselves 
allies. 

The trio “forged an agree- 
ment in principle to form a 
government of national 
unity to enable the country 
to move forward confident- 
ly and perform successfully 
i in the arena of international 
J competition,” the statement 


said. 

The winner of the May 1 1 
presidential election has not 
been officially declared bur 
in an unofficial count Mr. 
Estrada, the sitting vice 
president, has a lead of 5.7 
million votes over house 
speaker Mr. de Venecia. 

The final result is not 
expected before June 12. 
Mr. Ramos must stand 
down on June 30 after six 
years in office. 

Mr. Ramos, Mr. de 
Venecia and Mr. Estrada 
agreed that the “adversaries 
in the last election must new 
look upon themselves no: as 
political enemies but as 
friends and allies working 
for the common good of the 
Filipino people.” the state- 
ment said. 

The three were looking 
into a possible “working 
coalition in Congress” that 
will “respond aggressively 


’o the needs of economic 
recovery and development 
and ‘ociai equity ” jt added. 

Mr. Ramos said he had 
designated Mr. de Venecia 
and another official to meet 
Mr. Estrada's aides to draft 
a “covenant" between Mr. 
Ramos' Lokas i Strength/ 
party and Mr. Estrada's 
party, the Struggle for the 
Nationalist Masses of the 
Philippines iLammpi. 

Mr. Esireda is a former 
movie sutr w:ih & reputation 
as a womaniser and hard 
drinker, which had worried 
many people 

But Mr. Estrada told 
reporters be was “very glad" 
the meeting took place and 
repeated a pledge to make 
Mr. Ramos his "principal 
guru and adviser." 

He said he was surprised 
when he arrived at the meet- 
ing and saw Mr. de Venecia 
was present but added that 


this w as “proof of our presi- 
dent that he is sincere" in 
seeking a smooth transition. 

Mr. Esrradu vtid the 
Congresi coalition between 
Lakas and Lanunp was 
"kind of a power- sharing” 
framework but added that 
"I'm still in command. I’m 
the captain of the ship. The 
power emanates from me. 
They will just help me.” 

Mr. Ramus said the pact 
between Lammp and Lakas 
would include “prioritisa- 
tion of new legislative mea- 
sures." 

Mr. Ramos and Mr. 
Estrada would soon jointly 
go through an “orientation” 
w ilh the defence department 
on security matters includ- 
ing an ambitious 33 1 .62-bil- 
1 ion -peso tSS.5-biJ]ion> mil- 
itary modernisation pro- 
gramme. the outgoing head 
of state added. 

Lukas is widely expected 


to retain a majority of seals 
:r the lower house of con- 
gress. Forging a coalition 
would allow 1 Mr. Estrada to 
get law s passed faster. 

Mr. Estrada said he would 
likely offer the likely win- 
ning vice-presidential can- 
didate, Gloria Macupugal- 
Arroy o. a member of Lakas. 
a post as his social welfare 
secretary when they meet 
later Tuesday. 

The president and vice- 
president an: elected sepa- 
rately. Mr. Arroyo, a sena- 
tor. has a huge lead in unof- 
ficial vote counts over the 
Lammp candidate. 

Meanwhile, Congress, 
which was scheduled to 
stan the official tally from 
vote counting Tuesday, 
decided to delay the count 
for another day because 
they are still occupied with 
approving the rules for vote- 
countins. 


Death toll in China 
floods climbs past 100 


BEIJING (AFP) — Heavy- 
summer flooding across 
China has claimed more 
than 100 lives and the toll 
threatens to climb as the El 
Nino weather phenomenon 
takes grip, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Fifteen died in torrential 
rainstorms in the southern 
province of Guangdong 
last weekend, and 10 died 
when two days of heavy 
rains hit the southwestern 
province of Sichuan last 
week. Two flooding inci- 
dents in the central 
province of Hubei have 
also left eight dead, local 
officials contacted by tele- 
phone said. 

Chinese officials have 
warned the influence of the 
El Nino weather phenome- 
non could bring -more 
severe floods than usual 
this year, after last year's 
relatively low death toll of 
600. 

“Sustained heavy rain 
may hit areas along the 
Yangtze River and Yellow 
River and there is a possi- 
bility of a large-scale cata- 
strophic flood this year,” 
Xinhua quoted a vice min- 
ister of water resources as 
saying. 

As waters from the heavy 
r ains in southern China 
subsided, the Guangdong 
Flood Control bureau said 
six people bad died in the 
towns of Xinhui and Sihui 
while another four were 
missing. The death toll in 
the boom city of Shenzhen 
was seven and two died in 
the city of Zhaoqing. 

“Maoming and Zhaoqing 
were the worst hit with 412 
millimetres of rainfall and 
have recorded losses of at 
least 70 million yuan (S8.4 
million)” a spokesman 
said. 

“In Maoming, 12 reser- 
voirs flooded, there were 
68 breaches of dams and 28 


dykes collapsed, hut there 
were no deaths." he said. 

The storms in Sichuan 
province dumped 314mm 
of rain amid eaic-force 
wind which left 10 people 
dead, four missing, and 3£ 
seriously injured. They also 
destroyed more than 2.500 
houses as well as roads and 
bridges, and inundated 
more than 3,000 hectares of 
farmland, with economic 
losses of more than 150 
million yuan ($18 million). 
Earlier in the month, nine 
people were killed in flood- 
ing in the same province. 

In Hubei province, the 
death toll rose to eight from 
two separate floods. 

In the first, from May 20 
to 22. three people died, 
with 340.000 people in IS 
cities affected and 50,000 
hectares of farmland flood- 
ed. In the second, five peo- 
ple were swept away and 
drowned in the city of 
Xiangfan on May 25. 

Summer flooding has 
come two months early in a 
large swathe across south- 
ern China and the southern 
provinces of Guangdong. 
Jiangxi, Hunan, Fujian and 
Zhejiang have received 
four times the normal sea- 
sonal amount of rain. 

The official death toll 
from Hunan is 30, with 1 1 
dead in Fujian. Not even 
the semi-arid northwestern 
regions of Xinjiang and 
Gansu have been spared as 
torrential rains there have 
left at least 30 dead, bring- 
ing the total flood deaths in 
May to 1 13 so far. 

Last year, which was a 
relatively light year for 
flooding, some 600 people 
died, fort back in 1996, 
more than 3,000 died, eco- 
nomic damage was esti- 
mated at 220 billion yuan 
(S26.5 billion) and one- 
third of China's farmland 
was affected. 


‘E. Timor resistance 
leader to be released’ 


LISBON (AFP.) — Nobel 
laureate Jose Ramos-Horta 
has predicted that the East 
Timor independence fight- 
er, Xanana G us mao, would 
be freed by August from 
detention in Indonesia, the 
Portuguese news agency 
Lusa said Tuesday. 

Mr. Ramos-Horta told the 
agency that it would be a 
’‘politically untenable” 
move to keep Mr. Gusmao 
in prison and predicted that 
be could be freed by 
August. 

Mr. Gusmao is currently 
held in the Cipinang prison 
near Jakarta, where be 
began serving a 20-year 
sentence in 1994. 

“I do not think that the 
new Indonesian govern- 
ment, which seeks consoli- 
dation and credibility 
through reform, can afford 
the luxury" of keeping Mr. 
Gusmao behind bars, he 
said. 


Mr. Ramos-Hona, a 
Nobel Peace Prize-winner 
who now lives in exile, 
warned rhai failure to free 
Mr. Gusmao within the 
coming months would put 
the issue of East Timor on 
the agenda for a summit 
meeting of the Non- 
Aligned Movement in 
South Africa, to be hosted 
by President Nelson 
Mandela in August. 

Mr. Ramos-Horta recently- 
called upon Mandela to 
intervene over the former 
Portuguese colony of East 
Timor, which was invaded 
and annexed by Indonesia 
in 1976. 

But Mr. Gusmao was less 
optimistic about his release 
when interviewed by jour- 
nalists Sunday. He said he 
did nor expect a quick 
release, and stressed that he 
would no accept an 
amnesty because this 
“would imply a pardon.” 


China ‘gravely concerned’ over 
Japanese slip on defence guidelines 


BEIJING t AFP i — China 
Tuesday expressed “grave 
concern" over a Japanese 
foreign ministry official's 
remark* that recently 
revised L'.S- .Japanese 
defence guidelines cover a 
geographical area including 
Taiwan. 

Toshiyuki Takano, direc- 
tor general of the ministry’s 
North American Affairs 
Bureau, told Japan's parlia- 
ment that the zone encom- 
passed by the guidelines — 
w hich Tokyo has steadfastly 
refused to specify- — 
includes the Far East and 
therefore Taiwan. 

“We hereby express our 
grave concern over the 
remarks made by an official 
from Japan’s foreign min- 
istry and our strong indigna- 
tion at the move by the 
Japanese side of wanton 
interference in China's 
internal affairs,” Chinese 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Zhu Bangzao told reporters. 

“The Chinese side has 
made solemn representa- 
tions to the Japanese side 
and asked the Japanese gov- 
ernment to make an explicit 
clarification and explana- 
tion.” he said. 

Japan has assured China 
on many occasions that the 
guidelines for U.S.- 
Japanese security coopera- 
tion are neither based on a 
geographical concept nor 
aimed ai any third country, 
he said. 

But Friday's remarks “are 
not only in contradiction 
with the commitments and 
explanations the Japanese 


side has made to the 
Chinese side but also in 
obvious violation of the 
principles of the Sino- 
Japanese joint statement." 
Mr. Zhu said. 

Washington and Tokyo 
signed revised military 
guidelines on mutual logis- 
tics support at the end of 
last month. 

The Tokyo government at 
the same time approved 
three bills to legalise such 
support, which includes the 
supply of fuel and the trans- 
port of soldiers by Japan for 
U.S. forces in “areas sur- 
rounding Japan” when the 
latter’s peace and security is 
threatened. 

China, fearing that the 
eruption of military conflict 
between the mainland and 
Taiwan would satisfy this 
condition, has repeatedly 
protested the guidelines by 
saying they sanction joint 
U.S.-Japanese military 
interference in its internal 
affairs. 

Interference in the Taiwan 
question suggested by Mr. 
Takano is “absolutely unac- 
ceptable.” Mr. Zhu said. 

Earlier in the day, Tokyo 
appeared to take damage- 
control measures over the 
remarks, with its defence 
chief. Fumio Kyuma, 
branding them as “totally 
inaccurate." 

"It’s extremely inaccurate 
to argue whether or not the 
guidelines surpass a vague 
area,” said Kyuma. who is 
director general of the 
national defence agency. 

The official China Daily 


blasted Mr. Takano’s 
remarks, saying: “Japanese 
leaders once assured China 
that the L'.S.-Japane&e mili- 
tary alliance would not 
menace the security of 
China and would be in 
accord with the ‘one China’ 
policy. 

“However. China’s wor- 
ries have become reality: 
Takano ... has finally dared 
to voice what some 
Japanese officials have 
apparently had in mind for a 
long time — to include 
Taiwan in the U.S.-Japan 
defence guidelines," the 
editorial said. 

A Japanese cabinet offi- 
cial infuriated China last 
August by admitting in a 
television interview that the 
guidelines call for Japan to 
provide logistical support in 
the event of U.S. military 
involvement in a China- 
Taiwan conflict. 

Tokyo has carefully con- 
trolled its public statements 
ever since, insisting that the 
guidelines were no threat to 
neighbouring countries. 

Taiwan, which calls itself 
the Republic of China, has 
been ruled separately since 
the end of a civil war in 
1949, when defeated 
nationalist forces fled there 
to set up a non-Communisi 
enclave. 

Beijing views the island 
as a renegade province and 
requires its diplomatic part- 
ners to recognise that it is 
the only legitimate govern- 
ment of China — a condi- 
tion it labels the "one 
China" policy. 


Hong Kong closes last 
Vietnamese boat people camp 


HONG KONG (AFPi — 
Hong Kong Tuesday closed 
its last Vietnamese boat 
people camp, bringing to an 
end the long saga of asy- 
lum-seekers from the 
Communist country. 

The High Island detention 
centre was closed after the 
final two groups of 267 
Vietnamese, deemed eco- 
nomic migrants and there- 
fore ineligible for resen le- 
menL were deported back 
to Hanoi, a government 
spokesman said. 

Sally Wong, deputy secu- 
rity secretary, said the clos- 
ing of the detention centre 
in New Territories was "a 
landmark achievement iu 
the final chapter of the 
whole Vietnamese boat 
people saga." 

The groups of Vietnamese 
sent home Tuesday com- 
prised 265 illegal immi- 
grants and two boatpeople. 
Most of them had arrived in 
Hong Kong in 1997. 

Ms. Wong said the 
remaining 32 Vietnamese 
illegal immigrants in the 
camp have been transferred 
"to o tiier correctional institu- 
tions. 

The north camp of High 
Island detention centre was 


closed in January this year 
when the Vie mam esc popu- 
lation in the camp dropped 
to about 900. 

Only two sections in the 
south camp and a security 
unit have remained in oper- 
ation since then. The clo- 
sure of the whole centre 
will result in a savings of 
some 60 million Hong 
Kong dollars (S7.S million) 
per year. 

The Vietnamese popula- 
tion in Hong Kong has 
dropped to about 1,150 

Vietnamese refugees, 660 

Vietnamese boat people, 
and 350 Vietnamese illegal 
immigrants. said Ms. 
Wone. 

Some 143.500 

Vietnamese refugees have 
been resettled overseas, and 
more titan 70,000 non- 
refugees — including some 
67,100 Vietnamese boat 
people and 2,900 illegal 
immigrants — have been 
repatriated to Vietnam, she 
said. 

The government will con- 
tinue with its best effort to 
bring the remaining prob- 
lem of Vietnamese 
refugees, boatpeople or ille- 
gal immigrants iu Hong 
Kong to “a full and satisfac- 


tory conclusion," Ms. Wong 
said. 

Before Hong Kong was 
handed over to China on 
July 1 last year. Beijing 
demanded Britain clear the 
territory of the illegal 
Vietnamese. 

Over 200,000 Vietnamese 
have fled to Hong Kong in 
1975. At its height in 
October 1991, there were 
over 64.300 asylum-seekers 
kept in cramped, dosed 
detention centres through- 
out the territory. 

The "Vietnamese prob- 
lem" was exacerbated by 
violence in the crowded 
camps, including ugly 
scenes of police clashing 
with asylum-seekers armed 
with home-made weapons. 

The authorities were criti- 
cised for using tear gas in a 
closed compound where 
women and children had 
nowhere to escape to. 

Residents here have had 

little sympathy for the 
Vietnamese, despite the fact 
that Hong Kong is a largely 
immigrant community 
whose citizens, or their par- 
ents or grandparents, them- 
selves escaped Communist 
rule after fleeing mainland 
China. 
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Allow children 
a childhood 


THE MINIMUM age for marriage for both men and 
women is an issue that divides cultures and religions. 
That is why the International Convention on the 
Rights of the Child as well as the Convention on the 
Rights of Women avoided stipulating a particular 
minimum age for marriage for both sexes. In 
Jordan, the existing law sets the minimum age for 
marriage for men at 16 and for women at 15. No 
wonder that several non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) concerned with the rights of the child and 
women's rights are campaigning vigorously to lift 
the minimum age of marriage for men and women 
to 18 years. 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child define a 
child as being any person under the age of 18. On the 
basis of this universally accepted criterion, people 
under the age of 18 are simply children who are nei- 
ther physically nor psychologically ready to enter 
into a solemn contract of marriage. Recently, the 
Committee on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights 
debated this issue, taking into consideration a Sri 
Lankan state report. The Sri Lankan delegation 
informed the committee that there are two different 
minimum ages for marriage in the country: one for 
Muslims and the other for non-Muslims. It turned 
out that in Sri Lanka, Muslim girls can marry at the 
age of 12 but non-Muslim girls may not marry 
before the age 16. 

This led the committee to raise the entire issue of 
the minimum age for marriage after informing the 
Sri Lankan delegation that there must be no differ- 
entiation between religions when it comes to a mini- 
mum age for marriage. Islam per se. the delegation 
was told, does not condone marriage for very young 
girls. The fact of the matter is that most Muslim 
nations have raised the minimum age for marriage 
for girls to 16 and some even to 18. Recent reports by 
the Worid Health Organisation (WHO) confirm that 
early marriages for women take a heavy toll on their 
health, the health of their children and deprive the 
young mothers of basic education. 

While WHO refrains from prescribing a certain 
minimum age for marriage, the thrust of its recom- 
mendations point to a minimum age of 18 for 
women. By tbe same token, if women should not 
marry before the age of 18, it goes without saying 
that men too must abstain from entering into mar- 
riage before an age that would allow them to have 
finished their schooling and matured enough to cope 
with the responsibilities of marriage and the bring- 
ing up of children. 

The difficulty' in setting a universal standard for a 
minimum age for marriage is that even some 
Western and advanced countries allow girls to 
marry at the age of 16 under certain circumstances. 
By and large the majority of nations have put the 
minim um age for girls at 16. Vet the trend is clear in 
favour of 18 as a minimum age. Jordan is in the 
process of submitting its report to the Committee on 
the Rights of the Child. Jordanian NGOs are also 
engaged in preparing their own report for the same 
purpose. The Committee on the Rights of the Child 
is expected to consider the state report of Jordan as 
well as the national Jordanian NGOs report by the 
end of 1999. This delayed consideration of our offi- 
cial and non-official reports offers all of us a unique 
opportunity to amend the minimum age for mar- 
riage in the country to 18 in conformity with the 
international trend. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm"s Taher Ad wan said the Arab 
countries must adopt a collective stand equal to the 
level of defiance manifested by Benyamin Netanyahu 
and in a manner that would force him to give up his 
arrogance. The writer said the French-Egyptian call for 
an international conference to deal with the Middle East 
issue reflects the Arab and European admission that the 
peace process is dead and that something has to be done 
to address the new situation in the region. If the Arabs 
gather at a mini summit designed only to send an appeal 
to Washington to save the peace process, their action 
will be futile and could further increase Netanyahu's 
intransigence, said the writer. He said the Arabs should 
take steps first to lift the embargo on Iraq and Libya and 
then muster all their power militarily and economically 
to confront Israel and its arrogance and bring an end to 
Israel's occupation of .Arab lands. 

Al Dustour’s Hilmi A1 Asmar said calls for conven- 
ing a national conference to deal with the question of 
unemployment by no means absolve the government 
from its responsibilities. Convening such a conference 
means involving ail sectors in the process of finding 
solutions to the problem, but the conference and its res- 
olutions or recommendations will be meaningless 
unless the government takes steps’ to put them into prac- 
tice, said the writer. From now and until such a confer- 
ence has been convened, he said, the government 
should pursue efforts towards replacing guest workers 
with Jordanian job seekers by all possible means and 
should strictly apply laws and regulations that are 
meant to organise the local labour market He said the 
convening of a national conference to deal with unem- 
ployment is certain to increase the government's 
responsibilities, but at the same time the conference's 
resolutions would help it to deal with this crisis in a 
more effective manner. 


Washington Watch 



Dr. James J. Zogby 


The religious right — a force to reckon wi 


AS POLITICAL activists in both parties are laying plans 
for the 1998 congressional elections, and almost 20 
national Republican and Democratic leaders are touring 
the country positioning themselves for the 2000 presiden- 
tial elections, a core group of religious conservative 
organisations are instead focusing their efforts on taking 
control of the Republican Party. 

For almost two decades, the religious right has been a 
significant force in Republican politics. Ushered onto the 
national scene with the Reagan victory of 1980. this 
movement received an organisational boost with tbe 198S 
presidential campaign of Pat Robertson. Based on this 
experience, Robertson, a television preacher, founded the 
Christian Coalition. During the past 10 years his group, 
its off-shoots and related organisations have waged a suc- 
cessful grass roots campaign that has resulted In their 
takeover of more than one-third of the Republican party’s 
state organisations. The religious rigbr wing now has the 
power to define the Republican Party agenda. 

One political analyst recently noted that “the religious 
right has now become to the Republicans what the labour 
unions were to the Democrats." In fact, they are so influ- 
ential among the grass roots activists of the party that it 
has become accepted political wisdom that without their 
support a Republican cannot win that party’s presidential 
nomination. 

This was evident in 1996 as front-runner Bob Dole 
shocked Washington’s political elite by changing many of 
his long-standing political positions on critical issues 
(abortion, gun control, welfare, immigration and the 
Middle East) in order to win the religious conservative's 
support for his nomination. As the Dole transformation 
demonstrated, the traditional moderate Republican Party 
of George Bush, Gerald Ford, Richard Nixon and Dwight 
Eisenhower had been taken over by fundamentalists who 
seek to impose their morality and politics on the nation 
and the world. Despite his conversion during the 1996 
primaries. Dole disappointed the fundamentalist wing of 
the Republican Party when he failed to make their issues 
central to his campaign against Bill Clinton. 

The religious right is also showing signs of displeasure 
with the Republican controlled Congress, which they 
believe was was elected in 1994 on the strength of their 
vote. In recent weeks leaders of the religious right have 
protested that Congress is only paying lip service to their 


moral agenda. They are warning Republicans not to take 
their support for granted in 1998 or 2000. In fact one 
prominent fundamentalist leader noted that he would pre- 
fer the destruction of the Republican Party to “their pre- 
sent betrayal of the moral agenda." And so as the nation 
gears up for the November elections, the religious right is 
manoeuvring to assert its control over the Republican 
agenda. Signs of an intra-party struggle are apparent 
everywhere: 

1. After leaders of several religious right wing groups 
threatened to withhold support in the November elec- 
tions, some leaders of tbe Republican congressional cau- 
cus met with them and pledged support for their agenda. 
They collectively agreed to form the ‘‘Congressional 
Values Action Team" and to bring up for a vote several 
resolutions supported by the religious groups. 

Should these bills be defeated in Congress, the religious 
right will campaign to defear those who voted against the 
legislation. 

2. The religious right forced the Republican National 
Committee to an extended vote on a resolution to deny 
any party funds and support to any Republican candidate 
who favours even limited abortion rights. 

This resolution was defeated as too extreme but only 
after the party leadership was forced to so strenuously 
restate their opposition to abortion that some other 
Republican officials were offended. One decried the 
entire effort as “projecting the image of a party giving a 
veto power to a militant constituency." 

3. The forces of the religious right did succeed in pass- 
ing sweeping legislation that would apply sanctions on 
countries accused of “violating religious freedoms." The 
so-called “Religious Persecution Act." was opposed by 
the White House and moderates who fear that the legisla- 
tion is narrowly focused and will impede broader U.S. 
foreign policy objections. 

4. Angry with Dole and Gingrich, whom the religious 
conservatives accuse of having let them down, these 
groups have made it publicly clear that their support in 
1998 and 2000 must be earned. 

While one of the leaders, James Dobson of “Focus on 
the Family." has threatened to bolt from the Republican 
Party, which he accuses of “hypocrisy." another. Gary 
Bauer of the Family Research Council, is threatening to 
run for president in 2000 . 


Already two of the leading Republican candidates for 
2000 have publicly adopted die fundamentalist agenda, 
Steve Forbes, who campaigned against these groups in 
1996, has had a Dole-like conversion this year. Missouri 
Senator John Ashcroft, another Republican candidate for 
the 2000 presidential campaign, has so strongly adopted 
the religious right's agenda that Pat Robertson has made 
a substantial contribution to Ashcroft’s political action 
committee. 

5. Finally, the strength of the religious right has been 
visible in the strong Republican displays of support for 
the Likud government of Benyamin Netanyahu. 

It was no accident that on a recent visit to the United 
States Netanyahu first met with the leadership of the reli- 
gious right. _ . 

The ideology of this movement is anti-Arab and quite 
dangerous. What is of real concern is that this group has 
merged with the neo-conservatives and pro-Likud forces 
in the Jewish community to virtually take over the foreign 
policy of the Republican Party, including its Middle East 
policy. Moderate Republicans are worried that the grow- 
ing power of the fundamentalists will weaken their party 
on the national scene. The control by the religious right 
will not adversely affect Republicans in congressional 
elections, but it will have an impact on presidential races. 
If Republican candidates must adopt the narrow agenda 
of this movement to win the Republican primary, they 
become unattractive to voters in November. Republican 
moderates fear that with the religious right driving mod- 
erates away from, the Republican Party and forcing inde- 
pendent voters into the Democratic camp, their party is in 
danger of becoming a minority party of ideological fanat- 
ics. 

The leaders of the religious right are unfazed by these 
dire predictions. Like Dobson, they are ideologues who 
fear surrendering their agenda more than they fear defeat 
In fact Ashcroft said as much two weeks ago when he 
noted that “Republicans should stand for positions, even 
if we lose” because of them. At the same time this move- 
ment knows that it has significant leverage over the paity 
because of its numbers and grass roots strength. This 
drama within the Republican Party will continue to play 
itself out It deserves to be watched because of its conse- 
quences to both American democracy and to American 
foreign policy. 
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Waging a frontal assault 
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By George S. Hishmeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

WASHINGTON — American politicians 
like their counterparts in Britain traditionally 
abide by their pledge not to attack their gov- 
ernment and engage in partisan politics once, 
as the British say. they leave Dover Rocks. 

But this is not the case with the irascible 
Speaker of the U.S. House • of 
Representatives. Newt Gingrich, who is 
leading a bipartisan delegation to Israel on 
the occasion of the country’s 50th anniver- 
sary celebrations and the annexation, against 
international consensus, of Jerusalem. 
(There are two additional Congressional del- 
egations at present in Israel.) 

Two Washington Post reporters, filing sep- 
arately within the last 48 hours, document 
the extent of the “deep enmity" between the 
Democratic administration and a 
Republican-controlled Congress, “shattering 
tbe bipartisan consensus toward the Middle 
East," over the current struggle to break the 
15-month stalemate in the quest for an 
enduring peace deal between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

William Drozdiak reported from Jerusalem 
last Saturday that some aides of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu “were 
amazed at the willingness of prominent 
members of Congress, notably ...Gingrich to 
denounce their own government and express 
support for the leader of a foreign power that 
receives $3 billion in U.S. aid each year.” 

Drozdiak, who is usually based in Berlin, 
has reported Israeli officials as saying that 
“Gingrich and members of Congress have 
urged Netanyahu to go even further than he 
deems wise or necessary in waging a frontal 
assault against the Clinton administration 
and its Middle East policy." Netanyahu was 
told “he would be backed to the hilt in any 


ultimate showdown with Clinton and that tbe 
legislators are prepared to do everything in 
their power to ensure that he wins such a 
confrontation." 

Lee Hockstader, the Jerusalem-based cor- 
respondent. reported Monday that the 
Congressional delegation “spent its first foil 
day in Jerusalem assuring everyone con- 
cerned that when it comes to malting peace 
in the Middle East, Congress is on Israel's 
side, come what may r” 

The correspondent added. “That message 


one billion dollars should the Jewish state 
withdraw from whatever percent of the occu- 
pied West Bank. (Israel was said to be want- 
ing the money to build a network of bypass 
roads and other security measures through- 
out the West Bank.) 

Why not? After all, the United States had 
to come up with several billions of dollars to 
:coriipensater die ’-Israelis 1 * When they' pulled 
back their troops from the-Sinai-Peninsula as 
a result of die 1979 peace treaty with Egypt 

These outrageous Congressional shenani- 


Gingrich, who denied he encouraged Netanyahu to take 
on the White House, nevertheless seemed to be on a 
spending spree in Israel when he promised to come up 
with $1 billion should the Jewish state withdraw from 
whatever per cent of the occupied West Bank. 


is at odds with the Clinton’s administration's 
strategy in recent weeks to intensify pressure 
on ...Netanyahu, whom it regards as intransi- 
gent and unwilling to compromise with 
Palestinians...” Hockstader said the 

20-man Congressional delegations have two 
audiences in mind in their outspoken support 
for Netanyahu. “One is an Israeli domestic 
audience that seems convinced that no mat- 
ter what Netanyahu’s travails at home, he 
can play the game of American politics as 
well as — and perhaps better than. President 
Clinton himself. The other is the American 
Jewish community, whose votes and wallets 
are regarded by both major parties as critical 
in the 2000 elections.” 

Gingrich, who denied he encouraged 
Netanyahu to take on the White House, nev- 
ertheless seemed to be on a spending spree in 
Israel when he promised to come up with 


gans give the misconception, certainly in 
Israel, if not the Arab World, that Congress 
can alone dictate U.S. foreign policy, and 
that American Jews are totally supportive of 
the rightwing government in Israel. 

A case in point was Gingrich's planned 
visit to the proposed site of the new U.S. 
embassy in Jerusalem, which was nixed by 
U.S. National Security Adviser Samuel R. 
“Sandy" Berger. (A historical note: Former 
U.S. Consul General Ed Abington told a 
Washington audience recently that the pro- 
posed site was offered by Israel, and the U.S. 
government has not responded in any way 
about the proposal, not even acknowledging 
the letter.) 

Another was the administration's rebuff of 
a recent letter signed by the majority of sen- 
ators and another by about half of the U.S. 
House of Representatives urging the Clinton 


administration not to pressure the Israeli •*-' r : - 
government Although the Clinton adminis- - 
(ration has not followed through with its : ; T - :v 
threats it has not yet backed away from its 
position for a 13.1 per cent Israel withdraw- ~ r ■ ■ 
al. ' 

Moreover, the Los Angeles Times said ear- r; ■' * - 
lier this. .raatyfr, .that “sey.wal.fopent, qpinjpn “ ; 
polls, mcluding one by the Times,. .have 
shown' that;. Clinton enjoyi.a; high: level. of " 

support among Jews.’’ The paper added, 1. 17. 

‘The polls indicate that a majority of “ 1 
American Jews want the administration to im - 
press the peace process even if that means v,-V. ■ . 
pressuring Netanyahu." J. 

The Israel Policy Forum, a New York- t::t . ~ 
based think tank, said its poll earlier this , ; L 7 
month showed that American Jews endorsed s 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright’s : -r 
now-lifted deadline by 52 per cent to 44 per- car. . . 

cent, and a higher majority, 56 per cent, -i_- 
endorsed the administration’s decision to ^ 'r -. 1 
invite Netanyahu and Palestinian President '■£ ,r.r. 
Arafat to the summit [which was cancelled] ; 
in Washington earlier this month. r f <' • 

Another lengthy article in the Boston 
Globe provided this eyeopenen “ A quiet 7 r 

revolution ... is under way these days among '*"■ :• 

many of the descendants of those who devot- ; ^ ‘ • 
ed so much energy to Israel'’ The paper j’ :Rl ^'v 
explained drat “the younger generations of 1 :i " 
American Jews are turning their attention u ' ir ~ 


away from the hills of Jerusalem and the fer- 


ftilKai 


" .% j . 


tile fields of the Jezreel Valley and focusing 
instead on their own communities...” 

William F. Buckley, Jr., the arch-conserva- 
tive writer, may have s umm ed it up when he 
wrote last week: The future of Israel can be ^ ... . r 
said to be in U.S. hands, but the policies of 
that (Netanyahu) government should reflect *- ^ "■ 
common objectives.” 
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The poor always pay debts of the rich 
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By Noam Chomsky 

THE CURRENT call for international debt cancellation is wel- 
come. but debt does not just go away. Someone pays, and history 
generally confirms what a rational look at the structure of power 
would suggest: risks tend to be socialised, just as costs common- 
ly are. in the system mislabelled “free enterprise capitalism." 

The old-fashioned idea is that responsibility falls upon those 
who borrow and lend. Money was not borrowed by campesinos. 
assembly plant workers, or slum-dwellers. The mass of the popu- 
lation gained little from borrowing, indeed often suffered griev- 
ously from its effects. But they are the ones who bear the burdens 
of repayment, along with tax-payers in the West — not tbe banks 
who made bad loans or the economic and military Elites who 
enriched themselves while transferring wealth abroad and taking 
over the resources of their own countries. 

The Latin American debt that reached crisis levels from 1982 
would have been sharply reduced by the return of “flight capital" 
— in some cases, overcome, though all figures are dubious for 
these secret and often illegal operations. The Worid Bank esti- 
mated that Venezuela's flight capital exceeded its foreign debt by 
40 per cent in 1987. 

In 1980-82, flight capital reached 70 per cent of borrowing for 
eight leading debtors, according to estimates. That is a regular 
pre-collapse phenomenon, which we saw again in Mexico in 
1994. 

The current International Monetary Fund (IMF) “rescue pack- 
age” for Indonesia approximates die estimated wealth of the 
Suharto family. One Indonesian economist estimates that 95 per 
cent of the country’s foreign debt of some $80 billion is owed by 
50 individuals, not the 200 million who end up suffering the costs. 

Debt can be and has In tbe past been cancelled. When Britain, 
France and Italy defaulted on debts to the United States in the 
1930s, Washington “foigave tor foigot)" as the Wall Street 


Journal reported. When the U.S. look over Cuba 100 years ago it 
cancelled Cuba’s debt to Spain on the grounds that the burden was 
“imposed upon tbe people of Cuba without their consent and by 
force of arms." Such debts were later called “odious debt” by 
legal scholarship, “not an obligation for the nation” but the “debt 
of the power that has incurred it,” while the creditors who “have, 
committed a hostile act with regard to the people” can expect no 
payment from the victims. 

When Britain challenged Costa Rica’s attempts to cancel the 
debt of tbe former dictator to the Royal Bank of Canada, the arbi- 
trator — U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice William Howard Taft 
— concluded that the bank lent the money for no legitimate use, 
so its claim for payment must fail. The logic extends readily to 
much of Today’s debt 

In the 1970s, the Worid Bank actively promoted borrowing. 
‘There is no general problem of developing countries being able 
to service debt.” the bank announced authoritatively in 1978. 

Weeks before Mexico defaulted in 1982 a joint publication of 
the IMF and the World Bank declared that “there is still consider- 
able scope for sustained additional borrowing to increase produc- 
tive capacity.” 

The record continues to the present. Mexico was hailed as a free 
market triumph and a model for others until its economy col- 
lapsed in December 1994, with tragic consequences for most 
Mexicans. 

Shortly before the Asian financial crisis erupted in 1997, die 
World Bank and IMF praised the “sound macroeconomic poli- 
cies” and enviable fiscal record of Thailand and South Korea. 

A 1997 Worid Bank report singled out tbe “particularly intense" 
progress of "the most dynamic emerging (capital) markets,” 
namely Korea. Malaysia, and Thailand, with Indonesia and the 
Philippines not far behind. The report appeared as the fairy tales 
collapsed. 

Failure of prediction is no sin, but it is hard to overlook the argu- 
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ment that economist Paul Krugman put “Bad ideas flourish 
because they are in tbe interest of powerful groups." 

Over the centuries, free market theory has been double-edged: 

Market discipline is just fine for the poor and defenceless, but the 
rich and powerful take shelter under the wings of tbe nann y state. 

Another factor in the debt crisis was the liberalisation of finan- 
cial flows from die early 1970s. The post-war Bnetton Woods sys- 
tem, designed by the U.S. and U.K. to liberalise trade wtifle reg- 
ulaiing capital movements, was dismantled by the Nixon adenn- 
islration. This was a major factor in the enormous explosion of .. 

capital flows in the years that followed. In 1970 , 90 per cent of :r 

transactions were related to trade and long-term investment, the 
rKt were speculative. By 1995 it was estimated that 95 per cent * -- 

of transactions were speculative, most of them very short-tom 

(80 per cent with a return time of a week or less). 

Markets have become more volatile, with more frequent crises. 
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enormously. By now die U.S. has the worst record among th 6 
lnduKnal countries by standard social indicators. England follows 
closety and similar though less extreme effects cat be found 

throughout the OECD. 

The effects have been far more grim in the Third Work*- 
Comparison of East Asia with Latin America is xQummating- 
Latin America has tbe world’s worst record for inequality, 

Asia ranks among the best 

Debt is a social and ideological construct, not a ample eco- 
, Furthermore, tiberalisatioa of capital flow serves as a 
powerfuj weapon against social justice and democracy. Recent 
poUcy decisions are choices by the powerful based on perceived 
seu-mierest, not mysterious economic laws. 
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Palestinians tear down tin huts set up by settlers 


Drawing by Federico Garcia Lorca, who in addition to writing literature 
was a talented painter and musician. The drawing is of Salvador Daii, a 
close friend, and the caption is a pun on his name. 

Feting Lorca 


By Omar Karmi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

IN THE dying days of the summer of 
1936. and the early days of the Spanish 
civil war, Federico Garcia Lorca. Spanish 
poet and playwright, was taken from 
prison with several others one early 
August morning to a deserted spot some- 
where in the countryside of Granada, and 
shot through the head by a fascist firing 
squad loyai to general Francisco Franco. 

The event hugely contributed to the 
myth of the greatest Spanish poet of this 
century, whose birthday centenary falls 
tliis year, which has been perpetuated by 
revolutionaries and dreamers ever since. 
The classic image of the gay. liberal artist 
repressed and ultimately killed by a reac- 
tionary regime led by fear and violence. 
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themes. A recent review in the Atlanta 
Constitution of the play ‘Yenna,’ com- 
plains that Lorca depicts a rural life 
where ‘‘the women have babies and the 
men herd sheep” and that’s all there is to 
it. 

However, perhaps Lorca's sympathies 
are to blame for this perceived narrow- 
ness. He was sympathetic to the down- 
trodden of his native countryside, where 
indeed the men herded sheep and the 
women had babies, possibly because he 
saw in them a natural morality that tran- 
scended modem- urban life. Posthumous- 
ly published,. .‘.Poet, in New York,’. depicts . 
his horror at what he saw as the de- 
humanisation of people in the increasing- 
ly mechanised 'city of cities.' As the 
pagan woman in ‘Yenna* says: “Good 
people get out of bed. eat some bread, 
work hard and 

Tz die< ” 
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pointed out in 

his biography. ‘Lorca: A Life,’ was not 
political. Rather, the fascists could not 
tolerate his liberal life-style and homo- 
sexual tendencies. 

Lorca's work embraces themes such as 
death, love, lust, motherhood, a compas- 
sion for the poor and humble, and the 
violence resulting when primordial pas- 
sions are frustrated by convention. 
Although universal. Lorca set many of 
these themes in a strictly Mediterranean 
environment. 

Lorca originally came from Granada 
whose historical and cultural links to the 
Muslim world are deeply rooted. The 
Mediterranean culture, which defies bor- 
ders and creates common links with the 
south of Italy and Greece as well as North 
Africa and the Middle East, makes Lorca 
a poet of special relevance to these areas. 

These links are clear in some of his 
most famous plays. One of these, recent- 
ly performed in Amman at the Indepen- 
dent Theatre Festival by an Egyptian 
group. Sharpnel , ‘The House of Bemada 
Alba,' show how four sisters shut up by a 
tyrannical mother in a house of mounting 
for the recently deceased father, bum 
with hatred and lust. Another, ‘Bodas de 
Sangre’ — ‘Blood Wedding,’ illustrates 
the conflict between true love and 
arranged marriage in a society dominated 
by an unyielding code of honour. 

For some, this cultural idiosyncrasy 
denied the universality of Lorca's 


of Lorca's 
poetry, declared themselves uniquely 
touched by Lorca’s writings. Canadian 
poet and songwriter. Leonard Cohen, 
claimed that Lorca changed his life for- 
ever. and even Irish folk/rock band. The 
Pogues, wrote a song dedicated to him. 

The centenary of Lorca’s birth this year 
is being celebrated by Hispanic commu- 
nities worldwide. But Lorca's work and 
Lorca's myth are deserving of global cel- 
ebration not just confined to Hispanics. 

His Mediterranean background makes 
him uniquely interesting to Mediter- 
ranean cultures, but should not be exag- 
gerated. Lorca's feelings towards his 
native city of Granada were ambivalent. 
He deeply identified with its traditions 
and folk culture, yet rejected its narrow 
parochialism, and rightist leanings. How- 
ever, he never severed his links with his 
city, a sentiment without which he would 
probably not have been arrested and exe- 
cuted on thar fateful August morning — 
he could, as did most of Spain's leading 
artistic community, have exiled himself. 
As he himself put it, in his most famous 
poem, ‘Lament for Ignacio Sanches 
Mejias’: “It will be a long time, if ever, 
before there is bom an Andalucian so 
true, so rich in adventure.” 

The Cervantes Institute- in Amman is 
celebrating the centenary of Federico 
Garcia Lorca's birth all June and July 
with films, photography exhibitions, lec- 
tures. concerts and more. 


(Continued from page 1) 

violated the peace accords 
which restrict Palestinian 
National Authority to the 
autonomous areas of the West 
Bank and Gaza Scrip. 

“This kind of activity is a 
direct and blatant violation of 
these agreements," said the 
adviser, David Bar-Ill an. 

Tie new enclave was estab- 
lished by Ateret Cohanim, a 
group that has been settling 
Jews in Arab neighbourhoods of 
Arab east Jerusalem, where 
Palestinians wish to set up the 
capital of a state. 

During the night, the settlers 
poured cement foundations and 
erected seven tin shacks. Settler 
families planned to move into 
tire shacks later in the day. 

Jewish settler leaders said the 
attempt to establish a new 
bridgehead — located just 
inside Herod's Gate — was to 
avenge the stabbing death earli- 
er this month of Haim Korman, 
an Ateret Cohanim member: 
Sealers have long used the poli- 
cy of taking over land as a way 


of punishing Palestinians for 
attacks on Israelis. 

With the help of donors such 
as Miami businessman Irving 
Moskowitz, Ateret Cohanim 
says it has already helped bring 
60 families and 150 Jewish sem- 
inary students into the densely 
populated Muslim Quarter. 

At midday Tuesday, an Israeli 
court issued a temporary stop 
work order, and Jerusalem 
Mayor Ehud Olmeit said the 
shacks would be tom down. The 
Israel Antiquities Authority said 
it also opposed construction, 
fearing it would harm (he 
ancient Old City wall 

As word spread of the new 
Jewish enclave, 88-member 
Palestinian Legislative Council 
in the West Bank town of 
RamaUah broke off its regular 
session, and legislators headed 
by Mr. Qoureia drove to the Old 
City to protest 

Several hundred Palestinians 
quickly joined the lawmakers 
and began charging toward the 
Jewish enclave, tearing down 
one of the shacks. 

Israeli border police swinging 


clubs tried to push back the pro- 
testers. and at one point forced 
the legislators into one of the 
shacks to separate them from 
the others. 

The legislators resisted. Pales- 
tinian Agriculture Minister 
Abdul Jawad Saleh was dragged 
down some stairs, injuring his 
elbow, and Faisal Husseini, die 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation official in the city, 
was hurt on his right arm which 
was bleeding. 

Others were pushed and 
shoved. Jewish settlers also 
joined in the scuffle at the begin- 
ning but withdrew. 

Israeli soldiers tore down six 
tents and demolished animal 
pens owned by Palestinian 
fanners in theWesi Bank village 
of Farush Beit Dajan on Tues- 
day. Palestinian security offi- 
cials said. 

A large force of around 250 
soldiers entered the village in 
the northern Jordan Valley and 
lore down the tents, said Yousef 
Lafi. the Palestinian liaison with 
the Israeli army for the area. 

The soldiers also used bull- 


dozers to demolish over a dozen 
animal pens, some while goats 
and sheep were still inside them. 
Mr. Lafi told AFP. 

They also struck die owner of 
one of the tents. Yousef Kanaan, 
75. when he tried to prevent 
them from demolishing it. and 
they confiscated a number of 
water tanks and a generator 
owned by the farmers. Me La (i 
said. 

The soldiers told the fanners 
that die tents and pens had been 
set up without permits from 
Israeli occupation authorities. 
Mr. Lafi said. 

A spokesman for the Israeli 
occupation authorities in (he 
West Bank did not have imme- 
diate comment on the incident. 

Tie army has in the past done 
frequent raids against Palestin- 
ian farmers in Farush Beit Daj- 
jan. demolishing illegal struc- 
tures in the area, which is also 
the site of a number of Jewish 
sailer farms. 

But Palestinians complain that 
the array never gives them per- 
mits to put up needed structures. 

Meanwhile, four Palestinians 


were injured in Teqoa on Tues- 
day in a second day of clashes 
between stone-throwing high 
school students and Israeli sol- 
diers. witnesses said. 

Several dozen youths threw 
stones at soldiers posted outside 
their high school in the West 
Bank village of Teqoa near 
Bethlehem, and the soldiers 
fired back with rubber-coated 
bullets, the witnesses said. 

Four students were lightly 
injured, they said. 

Two protesters were injured in 
similar clashes on Monday at 
the s ame school, where students 
have complained of Jiarassment 
by soldiers searching them as 
they enter classes. 

Similar clashes also broke out. 
on Tuesday between stone- 
throwing students and Israeli 
soldiers in ihe West Bank town 
of Abbud outside RamaUah. 
witnesses said, but no injuries 
were reported. 

Youths briefly clashed with 
soldiers overnight in the Jalazon 
refugee camp outside Ramallali. 
but there were no injuries. 


Brushing aside ban of entry, Ensour: Sheikh Yassin enjoys Jordan’s respect 


(Continued from page 1) 

appreciation of Jordan,” the min- 
ister added. 

But Mohammad Nazzal, 
Hamas representative in Jordan, 
said that “a senior government 
official informed us verbally that 
Jordan apologises for being 
unable to receive Sheikh Yassin.” 

“We do not know the reason 
behind this decision.’' he said. 

The chief of the Islamist Pales- 
tinian group was freed by Israel in 


October in return for Jordan's 
release of two Israeli Mossad 
agents who attempted to assassi- 
nate Mr. Misha'al in Amman in 
September. The presence of 
Hamas in Jordan — through a 
political and media office — has 
long been a complicated issue in 
the Kingdom's ties with Israel and 
the Palestinian National Authority 
IPNAJ. 

Meanwhile, the Associated 
Press reported from Demascus 


Lebanese officials saying that 
Sheikh Yassin could not have 
been granted a visa to Lebanon 
since he carries a Palestinian pass- 
port issued under agreements 
with Israel Lebanon remains offi- 
cially at war with (he Jewish state. 

Sheikh Yassin has just been on 
a tour of Saudi Arabia. Qatar. 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates. Iran. Yemen and Syria 

Sheikh Yassin, who is paralysed 
and uses a wheelchair, is current- 


ly visiting Syria where he has met 
President Hafez Assad. His next 
destination is Sudan. 

Mr. Nazzal said Sheikh Yassin 
plans to visit Baghdad score 

Jordanian newspapers have 
said foe ailing sheikh’s high pro- 
file tour of the Gulf states has 
angered both the PNA and the 
Americans. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
Kuwait said in a meeting with 
Kuwaiti members of parliament 


that Sheikh Yassin's visit 
“adversely affects strategic 
accords and bilateral ties with 
Washington.” 

Ambassador James Larocco 
was quoted as saying that Wash- 
ington had informed Kuwait and 
other Gulf states, where Sheikh 
Yassin received a warm welcome, 
of its objection to Sheikh Yassin's 
tour because Hamas is a “terror- 
ist” group opposed to the Middle 
East peace process. 
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Jordanian-Moroccan 
committee discuss draft 
accord on trade cooperation 


Bahrain reports surplus in 
1997 budget, current account 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
The Jordanian- 
Moroccan Technical 
Committee Tuesday 
discussed a draft 
agreement on trade 
cooperation under 
which the two coun- 
tries will establish a 
free trade zone, to be 
implemented no 
later than the year 
2007 which is the 
deadline for estab- 
lishing the Greater 
Inter-Arab Free 
Trade Zone. 

The committee, 
meeting at the Min- 
istry of Industry. 
Trade and Supply 
under the chairman- 


ship of Suheir 
Amawi. head of the 
economic coopera- 
tion department at 
the ministry, and 
director of the 
Moroccan Foreign 
Trade policy depart- 
ment, Allal Rushdi. 
discussed a draft 
agreement of coop- 
eration on export 
promotion between 
Jordan's Export 
Development and 
Commercial Centres 
and its Moroccan 
counterpart. 

Ms. Amawi said 
the two draft agree- 
ments will be sub- 
mitted in their final 


form to the Joint 
Higher Jordanian- 
Moroccan Commit- 
tee, which will meet 
in Rabat on June 14. 
Ms. Amawi said the 
volume of trade 
between Jordan and 
Morocco falls short 
of expectations, not- 
ing that the volume 
of trade with Moroc- 
co is JD5 million, 
including 1.8 million 
worth of exports and 
JD3.S million worth 
of imports. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
A surge in oil prices and 
aluminium exports 
turned Bahrain’s project- 
ed 1997 budget deficit 
into a surplus and swung 
the balance of payments 
in its favour, its finance 
and economy minister 
has said. 

The tiny Gulf island 
state recorded a budget 
surplus of 2.2 million 
Bahraini dinars ($5.7 
million) in 1997 for the 
second year running 
although it had forecast a 
high deficit. Ibrahim 
Abdul Karim said. 

Preliminary estimates 
of the balance of pay- 
ments showed there was 
a surplus in the current 
account of 57 million 
dinars ($148.2 million ). 


he told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) busi- 
ness weekly Emirates 
Today. 

“This performance was 
the result of an increase 
in oil production and 
prices, higher non-oil 
exports and Bahrain’s 
fiscal policies, 1 ’ he said, 
referring to the jump in 
crude prices to one of 
their highest levels in 15 
years. 

Mr. Abdul Karim said 
actual revenues in 1997 
grew by around 11.4 per 
cent to 705.8 million 
dinars ($1.S35 billion) 
and spending by 5.6 per 
cent to about 703.6 nail- 
lion dinars ($1,829 bil- 
lion). 

Oil' production also 
rose by 3.8 per cent to 


59.4 million barrels last 
year ( 1 62,000 barrels per 
day), while aluminium 
output by the state-con- 
trolled Alba smelter 
increased to 495,000 
tonnes from 456,000 
tonnes in 1996. 

The minister put total 
aluminium sales in 1997 
at around 481,000 
tonnes, fetching nearly 
296 million dinars ($770 
million). 

Exports totalled 1.6 bil- 
lion dinars ($4.16 bil- 
lion) and imports around 

1.4 billion dinars ($3.64 
billion). 

Most of Bahrain’s oil 
production comes from a 
Saudi border field as the 
country’s own crude 
reserves are limited. 


Japanese economy 
remains ‘stagnant’ 


TOKYO ( AFP ) — The Japanese 
economy remains “siagnanL" 
snuggling to pull itself into shape 
after the nation's unemployment 
rate hit a record high, the govern- 
ment has said 

*‘As the (negative) impact of 
stagnant final demand is spread- 
ing across the broad area of eco- 
nomic activity such as produc- 
tion and the "labour market, the 
economy remains stagnant, and 
downward pressure is increas- 
ing." the Economic Planning 
Agency t.EPA) said- in its May 
report. 

While leaving its overall eco- 
nomic assesment unchanged, the 
EPA said the depressed domestic 
economy had a negative effect 
on the country’s unemployment 


rate, which in March reached a 
record high of 3.9 per cent. 

Japan's unemployment rate in 
March jumped from 3.6 per cent 
in the previous month, the worst 
showing since the government 
started compiling the data in 
1953. 

Given the record high unem- 
ployment rate, the agency said in 
the report that severity of the 
labour market "increased fur- 
ther." downgrading its assess- 
ment in February when it said 
such pressure was "increasing." 

The agency and ministers 
shrugged off growing concerns 
that the economy was hilling into 
a deflationary spiral, pointing to 
some bright signs in consumer 
spending. 


FORj 

min 


1 Office in good location in Shmeisani 
1 Semi-attached villa with 3 bedrooms. 
Area: 340 sq.m. Located between 6th & 
7th Circle, behind C-Town 
One flat in ShmeisanL Area: 350 sqm. 


Call No. 079 70050 Or 4642229 


f JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Applications are invited for the post of English lan- 
guage teacher for the KG stage at a private school. 
Applicants should be native speakers. 
Qualifications 

a- BA in English language. 

b- At least 3 years experience in teaching. 

Please apply not later than June 7, 1998 to: 

P.O. Box 278 - 11941 

Fax: 5153774 j 


3fkX<OML3\JSt MARKET 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED KMUtET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSEOAT 26 (*05/ 1996 


PAST 13 

MONTHS COMPANY 1 S NAME 

P / S 

DZV. 

NO. 

NO. OF 

VALUE 

HIGH 

LOW 



OF 

SHARKS 

TRAD El 





TRANS. 


JD 


S 355-500 170.000 ARAB BANK 16. 

2.340 1.620 JOR. NATIONAL BK. 13. 

1.300 .880 MID. EAST XNV.BJC. 63. 

S 2-680 1.600 INDUSTRIAL DEV. HK. 11. 

S 6.510 2.B40 THE ROUSING 8K. 18. 

5 4.1BO 1.790 JQR.WJWR.it BANK 

.920 .590 JOR. CULP BANK 4. 

S 4.020 1.740 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 19. 

S 3.900 1-450 JOR. ZW. FT N. BANK 12. 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 275.73 *CHGl • 


4.590 2.100 PHILADELPHIA INSOR. 17.3 0. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 121-80 ’CHS: 0.00 



205.00 

1.67 

.96 

1.62 

2.93 

1.90 

.69 

1.90 

1.62 


205.00 

1.68 

.96 

1.62 

2.94 

1.89 

.69 

1.88 

1.60 



SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


4.450 

7.050 

11.250 

6-100 

5.740 

.570 

1.110 

.760 

2.020 

3.000 

1.560 

1-520 

1.200 

1.620 

1.080 

1.310 

1.220 

.860 

.690 


INDEX: 115.39 *CHCi 


JOR. CEMEHTFACT. 

14.8 

4.42 

13 

ARAS POTASH CO. 

25.8 

3. 81 

6 

JOR. PETROL. KEF IN ART 

10.0 

8.63 

2 

JORDAN TANNING 

7.6 

8.42 

4 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

14.6 

3.77 

27 

LIVESTOCK fc POULTRY 

15-9 

0.00 

5 

ARAS PAPER C0NV.TR3. 

25.4 

o.oo 

22 

INTERNED. PETSO.CH331. 

9 

0.00 

12 

ONXV.CHSM. INDS. 

12.3 

6.67 

15 

NATL. CABLE WIRX.MFAC 

49.2 

0.00 

4 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

14.6 

4. 55 

12 

UN IV. KODN.INDS. 

13.7 

6.98 

2 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

9.0 

14.93 

IS 

NATL. CHLORINE 

9.6 

7.30 

4 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

12.1 

11.63 

6 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

7.0 

5.88 

1 

ONION CH- & VIC. 

11.0 

0.00 

1 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.6 

8.14 - - 

41 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.5 „ . 

0.00 _ . 

22 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 101.41 *CHC: -0.35 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 180.32 *OK: -0.06 


25784 

15800 

140 

115 

7760 

3250 

43900 

8800 

3450 

1450 

6095 

3650 

10950 

28750 

4500 

150 

4000 

226204 

24500 


389 516342 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSEDAY 26/05/1998 


EXPORT 6 FTN.BNK.75X 
ISLAMIC INSURANCE CO 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-DAWLIYAH 
JOR. XNDS. MATCH- JBMCO 
ARAS FOOD 6 MSS. 
NATL. MOLT. ENG. NAMI CO 
MLDKAST PHARK- 90* 
UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 
RAZI PHARM. 

INDS. ENG. 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 
NATL. POULTRY 
OPTICAL* HEARING 75* 
StJTRIDAR 

EKHAL PRINT CO. 75* 


GRAND TOTAL 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 

1 Cargo thrown 
overboard 

6 Exaggerated 
10 Average grade 

13 Subside 

14 Neighborhood 

15 Peel 

16 French artist 

17 Burden 

1 8 Russian range 

1 9 inlet ot the 
Pacific 

21 Total paid 
attendance 

22 Camara eye 

23 Newspaper 
VIP 

25 Prohibited 
29 Actor Flynn 

31 Young Ron 
Howard role 

32 Naturalness 
34 Ross or Rigg 

33 Pincers 

40 Deterioration 

42 Follow 

43 Capri, e.g. 

45 Faithful 

46 Ground grain 
48 Concur 

50 Remarkable 
person 

53 Concerning 

55 Italian money 

56 Belligerent 

62 English river 

63 Continent 

64 Covet 

65 Gusto 

66 Circle 

67 Diner 

68 Enzyme suffix 

69 Labels 

70 Restoration,, 
briefly 

DOWN 

1. Lighting device 

2 *— ben Adhem’ 

3 Street group 

4 Suits to — 

5 Irritate 

6 Eagle's 
weapon 

7 Slirs up 

8 Slender 


h ? In 4 is \r a U 


P4l 35 136 137 


1S< 59 ISO 61 


C 1 996 TrtaFM Madia Sarwees, Inc. 

Al righs reserved. 


9 Fireman's 
need 

10 Gem weight 

11 Muse of poetry 

12 Sniggfer 
15 Boxers 
20 Passover 

feast 

24 Extinct bird 

25 Doggy delight 
36 Neal as — 

27 Tears 

28 Offensive 
30 Film spool 
33 Safe phrase 

35 Yorkshire river 

36 Name word 

37 DiH. old style 
39 Architect 

Saarinen 
41 Lariat 
44 Theater 
process 
47 Lend 
49 Field game 


□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□u 
qqgjb □□□qb bbuis 

BOB BBQBBBBBQBB 
HBBBDB EBB H 
□□□ana □□□□□□□□ 
□EBBS BBDBB EBB 
□BOB BBUBB □□□□ 

na a b bbbb bbqbb 

□BBBBDBB BBQBBB 
■■ □□□ BBQBBHt 
DBBQBDBfiJBOTi HDD 
□EBB UUE3CJQ □□□□ 
BBBB BBBBB BOLUS 
QHBQ HHBBO BE3BB 


50 Public square 57 Govt. org. 

51 Itchy skin 58 Dies — 

condition 59 Pledge 

52 Having a ragged 60 Eye pan 

edge 61 Certain 

54 Hindrances European 


THE BETTER HALF. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 2%^ 

By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inci - 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A project you’v&been 
thrniring about requires more of your attention than you 
expected. The good news is that you can save a tot of 
money if you do it yourself- The bad news is you 
have to figure out how, and quickly. No probtem. 
You’re up for the challenge. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’ve been worried 
lately, possibly about finances. Now you’ll start think- 
ing of more ways to make and save money. If you’ve 
got any friends of the Cancerian persuasion, tins would 
be a great evening to get together with them to trade 
penny-pinching tips. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You're a little more 
interested in practical matters. Be careful if you’re 
doing business with a Cancerian type, however. They 
will always manage to come out ahead. Go shopping 
instead. You'll be a little more careful with your money 
than usual, and that helps. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Somebody wants more 
of you than you're interested in giving, but you don’t 
want to say anything. Maybe you won’t have to. By ! 
tonight or tomorrow, conditions will change. Keep 
watching for your opportunity, then move quickly when 
it comes. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’ll be most productive 
early, especially if you’ve got control of the situation. 
Later, you’ll find things more difficult If you’re being 
asked to do something you feel uncomfortable about, 
just hurry and get it finished. Either that or refuse. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You might feel 
like the universe is asking you to do a lot of ridiculous 
things to get from here to there. It’s a test of your 
patience, creativity and persistence. Your life will get 
easier once you pass, and you will pass. Reward your- 
self with a nice dinner. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Study the situa- 
tion at work. If you're not employed,-think about what 
you'd like to be doing. Even if you're retired, you can 
have another career. It’s a way to use your natural tal- 
ents, and that's good for you in many ways. It keeps you 
healthy, for one. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The tension 
is starting to give way to a generally calm feeling. Actu- 
ally, you're part of the reason around you feel secure. 
They would thank you for it, if they realised what was 
happening. Just keep bolding the safe space and every- 
body prospers. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Pay 
attention to where you’re going. If you aren’t careful, 
you could miss your off-ramp. Save shopping for later 
in the day. You’ll be more apt to make a wise decision, 
especially if this purchase involves taking out a loan or 
using the household account 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Januaiy 20) It'll be a 
little easier for you to manage the work if you can get a 
partner to help. Be looking for somebody to whom you 
can delegate. You don't have to do everything, all, by 
yOurself, even if you think you’ re the only one who can 
do it right Let somebody else help. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Life's been 
treating you pretty well the last few days. Now it’s time 
to pay your dues. That could be literally as well as fig- 
uratively. If you don’t get a regular paycheque, do 
something else that will bring money into your pocket. 
You’ve already thought of several good ways to spend 
it 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’ll notice 
things calming down. That’s basically your own heart 
as it stops fluttering quite so excitedly. People around 
you have been so nervous, and may still be bundles of 
energy right now. Well, no caffeine for them, or for you 
either. 

Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine j 



By Glasbergen 


Diet and exercise didn't work. 
Maybe I should smoke the same 
cigars as Arnold Schwarzenegger. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

tour ordinary words. 


that scrambled word game 
« by Heml AmoM ndfflSiftArsMMi 


EARTOQAXGOfCTCMORRCW 




smk r 


YERFIN 


DOBENY 




Now arrange the circled letters lo 
tarn ttifl surprise answer, as sug- 
9b>tad by the above, cartoon. 


widens 





_a.-rar.cy 
US3c.;j- 
CsMjrx 
SS»r!:*! 3 
CHFra-: 
jr Ttr. 

■■ » ■■’’D 

«L3u:*?r 


CuTancv 

USD 

-S-cilar 


■ieda.'. C:.-jr 

1 4134 

Rival 

- :ksa 

anrai,- 3^37 

:&s 

iaar jr.ar 

:274- 

Dirar 


Z:r.ar 


4M.rosc.1C00 

CM 


G IS!) 



: -^i 14 29 
«.S: 
an*, - 3 

itai J i : 2r 
aSi»i an 



LIJLXXJ 


I (Answers Monday) 

‘V n * te * faith TOXIC PASTRY COUSIN 

Ancwar: Whale mattress salesman tooka fa'— 

A SOFT TOUCH 
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Suspended interest, provisions for credit facilities 
widens Union Bank’s loss to JD5.8 million 


** UNDER AN agreement reached with 
the Centra] Bank, the Union Bank for 
Savings & Investment has raised the pro- 
visions related to credit facilities by 
JD4.14 million regardless of the type and 
value of guarantees and securities back- 
ing the credits. Id addition the Union 
Bank suspended JD1.19 million of inter- 
est due on the aforementioned credits. 

As such, the total, provisions for credit 
facilities has become JD9.4 million and 
the total suspended interest increased to 
JD2.8 million. Furthermore, the bank sold 
a large number of shares from its securi- 
ties portfolio at a Joss amounting to JDO.S 
million but, in exchange, was able to 
recoup JD0.6 million of the investments’ 
value. 

The net result of the aforementioned 
measures was the posting of a JD5.88 
million loss compared to a JD0.79 loss 
recorded in 1996. Consequently, the total 
of the balance sheet contracted by 4.4 per 
cent, from JD193 million to JD184 mil- 
lion at the end of last year. 

Board Chairman Issam Salfiti told the 
general assembly that the measures were 
the core of a plan, implemented during 
the final quarter of 1997, “to reorganise 
the bank's internal situation." He 
explained that the provisions should not 
be considered as real losses because they 
can be recouped if the loans, for which 
the provisions were taken, become active 
or. in other words, shift from a troubled 
state to a more worthy condition. 

He expected to recoup a large percent- 


age of the provisions during 1998 and 
1999 noting that, despite this loss, the 
total of the shareholders’ equity is still 
within the normal level and even being 
eight per cent higher than the bank's reg- 
istered and paid-up capital. The share- 
holder's equity stood at JD21.6 million at 
the end of last year, according to the 
annual report. 

The bank's capital increase, completed 
before the end of 1997. generated a JD6.8 
million issuance premium of this amount, 
JD3.5 million were allocated as a reserve 
for opening branches in the West Bank. 
The rest was kept as an issuance premi- 
um. The capital increase also strength- 
ened the bank's financial situation and 
enabled it to have a 21.03 per cent capital 
adequacy ratio, much higher than the 1 2 
per cent required by the Central Bank and 
the eight per cent required by the Basle 
Committee. 

Mr. Saltlci highlighted the investment 
policy during 1997 by indicating that the 
bank increased the amounts invested in 
foreign securities by 33 per cent of the 
1996 balance. “As such, the bank 
achieved two objectives: Entering the 
international capital market and achieving 
a suitable return," he said. 

The chairman concluded by telling the 
shareholders that the bank has generated a 
JD1.1 million profit during the first three 
months of this year and that JD390.000 
profit was made from selling a portion of 
the bank's equity in Fastlink (Al Ra’i + 
A1 Aswaq + Al Dustour). 


E5! 



r 

Kir. 

fcAfefelll 

The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates • Prices as at 27/05/98 18:35 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 


m. 

B!IM 

■2331 

US Dollar 


1.7691 

0.6116 

1.4692 

137.13 

14540 

1744.70 

13931 

53356 

DEMark 

0.5653 

- 

0.3454 

08316 

7748 

0.8218 

986.70 

1.1276 

3.3543 

GB Sterling 

1.6354 

2.8928 

- 

24048 

224.25 

23779 

285142 

33613 

9.7017 

CH Franc 

0.6806 

120.18 

0.4153 

- 

9332 

0.9890 

118432 

135.52 

43316 

JPYen 

0.0073 

1.2886 

04452 

1.0704 

- 

1.0692 

12.70 

14531 

43228 

CA Dollar 

0.6878 

1.2916 

0.4225 

1.0566 

1.06 

- 

127030 

14661 

4.3265 

ITUra 


1.0140 

0.3503 

0.0842 

1272.91 

03334 

- 

1142 

3.3989 

NL Guilder 


88.65 

0.3066 

73.72 

68.78 

07294 

87444 

- 

23747 

"■ FR'Franc 

Rml 

0.2981 

0.1030 

24.7632 

23.09 

02451 

-33.60 

333000 



Middle Eastern Currencies 




K53H 

SAR 

BAH 



AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7505 

0.3770 

3.6405 


3.6727 

1512.60 

3.4025 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

- 

53898 

0.5317 

6.1347 


6.1801 

213339 

4.7990 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

037 


038 

40338 

0.9072 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8807 

9.9488 

- 

9.66 

0.8116 

9.74 

4012.15 

9-0257 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 


1.0302 

1.0302 

- 


1-01 

41546 

0.9346 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2685 


123585 

1.2322 

11.90 

P® 

12.00 

4943.62 

03346 

Emirates Dinar 

03723 

rtrfl 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9912 

S |S| "1 

- 

411.82 

03264 

Lebanese/1000 

0.66 

0.4688 

24797 

03492 

24069 


24282 

- 

23496 

Egyptian 

03939 

0.2084 

1.1023 

0.1108 

1.0699 

0.0899 

1.0794 

444.53 

- 


Energy Mid-East Currencies 



Last 

revioiH 


Currency 

wm 

wssm 

■H-! -M 

CHF 

JPY 


1439 

14.37 


SA Riyal 

Era 

04719 

0.16305 

0.392 

36.5979 

UV. Texas 

14.51 

14.76 


AE Dirham 

03723 

048188 

0.1665 

04003 

37.3734 

Bonny 

1439 

14.37 


KW Dinar 

3.2685 

5.78369 

1.9988 

4.80538 

448.632 

Dubai 

1237 

1240 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.69484 

132206 

3.90016 

364.166 

UL Gas 

146.00 

146.00 


CY Pound 

13147 

3.3874 

1.1704 

2.8137 

262.549 


Metal P 

rices 




Libor Fixing 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 


I7TTT1 

-1 - 



m 

Gold (oz's) 

296.1 

298.6 



Month 



BWl 

Silver (oz's) 

5.15 

6.18 


USD 

6.6641 

6-7344 

5.8125 

53531 

Platinum (oz's) 

380 

382 


GBP 

74375 

74948 

74948 

74948 

AL (3 Months) 

1375 

1377 


JPY 

0.5729 

0.6250 

0.6667 

03979 

CU (3 Months) 

1675 

1676 


DEM 

3.6016 

3.7029 

33202 

4.0234 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1047 

1051 


FRF 

3.5313 

13750 

1.9792 

2.1146 

Lead (3 Months) 

666 

567 



13333 


33876 

3.9063 

Nl (3 Months) 

4930 

4950 



5.5380 

5.1850 

43380 

- 


Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

Index 

Value 



mama 

Low 

EE3 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

9123.65 

tSM 


9168.74 

9097.5 

911444 

Newyork 

S&P500 

1111.32 

El 


1116.79 

1109.03 

111047 

London 

FT-SE100 

5375.9 

ES 

0.34 

6023.9 

5971.6 

5955.8 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

1588432 

101.7 

0.64 

159423 

16788.9 

15783.1 

Paris 

CAC40 

4115.88 

7.17 

0.17 

4146.79 

4103.12 

4109.71 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

564439 

69.13 

134 

FrTfTl 

562133 

6575.16 


Jordan Magnesia 
Company to award 
$70m plant project 
by year-end 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
Magnesia Company aims to 
award a turnkey project to 
build a S7B million magne- 
sium oxide plant by the end 
of the year, company officials 
said Tuesday. 

The firm’s chairman Talal 
Arekat told Reuters the com- 
pany expected to award the 
contract of the magnesium 
oxide plant near the Dead 
Sea, close to an existing 
potash complex, “before 
year-end." 

The project has an envis- 
aged production of around 
50,000 tonnes annually of 
high quality magnesium 
oxide and 10.000 tonnes of 
speciality products from 
Dead Sea brine. 

The export-oriented plant 
which will manufacture 
refractory bricks used in lin- 
ing of iron smelting and 
cement factory kilns will tar- 
get high yield European and 
Asian markets. 

Mr. Arekat said tender doc- 
uments would be handed by 
end of May to eight short-list- 
ed global consortia from an 
original 15 firms or groups 
who bid to pre-qualify for the 
project last November. 

The list of eight shortlisted 
joint ventures/firms are: 

I - Voest Alphine Mce 
(Austria). 

2- Krebs (France). 

3- Dragados (Spain) and 
Consolidated Contractors Im. 
(Greece). 


4- Tractebel Engineering 
International (Belgium). 

5- Samsung (South Korea.) 
and Kvaemer (Norway). 

6- Cam pe non Bernard 
(France) and Raytheon 
Engineering (U.S.). 

7- Clough Engineering Ltd. 
(Australia). 

8- Agra Monenco (Canada) 
and Attila Dogan (Turkey). 

Construction of the plant 
which will operate on 
Aushian-Maerz-Ofenbau 
A.G. Rce technology and the 
engineering design of Jacobs 
Engineering Inc. of Ireland is 
expected to proceed by early 
□ext year. 

Commissioning target is 
mid-2000. 

The firm was granted a $28 
million capital lease from the 
Jeddah-based Islamic 

Development Bank to part 
finance the project and is con- 
ducting talks for further cred- 
it facilities. 

Jordan Magnesia Company, 
set up with a capital of 30 
million dinars ($42 million), 
is 51 per cent owned by JOD- 
ICO, a holding company con- 
trolled by Arab Potash and 
Jordanian semi -governmental 
investors. 

JODICO was set up in 1996 
to help Jordan diversify 
downstream joint venture 
chemical projects to exploit 
the mineral wealth of the 
Dead Sea from the current 
basic production of potash. 


Egypt exports $100m 
worth of goods to Iraq 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
exported more than $100 mil- 
lion worth of goods to Iraq dur- 
ing the six months to March 
under the UN. oU-for-foad 
accord, the head of a state-run 
trading firm said on Tuesday. 

Gahallah Abdul Fattah. man- 
aging director of Arab Foreign 
Trade Co. (AFTCO). said 
Egypt’s exports to Iraq reached 
350 million pounds ($103 mil- 
lion) between July 1997 and 
March 1998, up from 70 mil- 
lion pounds ($20.6 million) 
during the 1996-97 fiscal year. 

‘Food products, namely rice, 
medicine and detergents were 
the key exports to Iraq," Mr. 
Abdul Fattah said. 

His company has monopo- 
lised trade between Cairo and 
Baghdad since its foundation 
in 1964. A subsidiary is located 
in Iraq and reopened in 1996 
after a six-year closure due to 
the Gulf war. 

Egypt severed diplomatic 
relations with Iraq following its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait and 
joined a U.S.-led coalition 
which expelled Iraqi troops 
from the emirate. 

Cairo has not resumed for- 
mal diplomatic ties with 
Baghdad although relations are 
improving and trade links were 
restored in 1996. 

Egypt is currently examining 
a 150 milli on pound ($44 mil- 
lion) contract with Iraq. Mr. 
Abdul Fattah said. 

“Iraq has always paid its 
bills. We never had any prob- 
lems." he said, adding that his 
company buys products for 
export from both private and 
public firms. 

“Our only problem stems 
from the Jordanian decision to 


ban trucks carrying more than 
five tonnes of merchandise 
from entering their territory 
under the pretext they are dam - 
. aging roads," Mr. Abdul Fanah 
said. 

He said Egyptian Trade 
Minister Ahmad Goweili was 
“trying to sort out the problem" 
over the one-month-old ban. 

The company has tendered, 
meanwhile, for the purchase of 
50 trucks to cany grain, he 
added. 

“We must secure a foothold 
in Iraq. We cannot wait with 
amis folded" for the United 
Nations to lift the sanctions 
imposed on Baghdad. Mr. 
Abdul Fattah said. 

His company organised four 
fails of Egyptian products in 
Baghdad over the past two 
years and a major exhibit 
planned by the Egyptian gener- 
al authority of fairs will take 
place in the Iraqi capital June 
16-23, he added. 

'There is a market in Iraq for 
all Egyptian products but 
namely for textiles and ready- 
to-wear clothes,” Mr. Abdul 
Fattah said. 

Before the U.N. embargo. 
Iraq imported from Egypt alu- 
minium, cars, tires and electric- 
ity meters. 

Under the oil-for-food plan, 
sanctions-hit Iraq is allowed to 
export a fixed amount of crude 
to import food, medicine and 
humanitarian supplies for its 
'22- million population. 

In February, the UN. 
Security Council raised to $52 
billion the ceiling for Iraqi o3 
exports every six months, from 
S2 billion in force since the 
accord was launched in 
December 1996. 


JSAA: Inspections cost Jordan 
$3m in surcharges, discourage 
ships from docking at Aqaba 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's 
Shipping Agents 

Association (JSAA) 

said Tuesday it wanted 
to see an end to four 
years of U.N.-spon- 
sored ground inspec- 
tions of Iraqi-bound 
goods via the Red Sea 
port of Aqaba, once a 
main trade conduit for 
Baghdad. 

The JSAA said in its 
1997 annual report that 
inspections were cost- 
ing Jordan over $3 mil- 
lion a year in surcharges 
and were discouraging 
many ships from dock- 
ing at Aqaba, a move 
that dealt a heavy blow 
to the port's competi- 
tive edge. 

Jordan, after years of 
protests over losses 
incurred by U.S.-led sea 
inspection of goods 
bound to Aqaba to 
enforce U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990, managed 
to replace maritime 
inspections with ground 
searches in Aqaba by 
Lloyds Register, ah 
international shipping 
agency, four years ago. 

However, many busi- 
nessmen and traders 
have complained that 
ground inspections 
were only enforced in 
Jordan, not in Turkey. 
Syria or Iran — Iraqis 
other neighbours. 


“In light of all eco- 
nomic and political 
developments in the 
region between 1994- 
1998, the monitoring of 

f oods at Aqaba port has 
ecome unjustified and 
illogical, especially that 
goods are being inspect- 
ed on the Jordanian- 
Iraqi borders (by 
Jordanian custom offi- 
cials)," said Sufian 
Mheisen, executive 
manager at the JSAA. 

“We want to see an 
end to that,” he 
stressed. 

U.N. monitors are 
supervising the distrib- 
ution of goods and 
humanitarian supplies 
under a limited oil-for- 
food deal reached in 
December 1996 to alle- 
viate the suffering of 
the Iraqi people. 

Under the deal, which 
is reviewed every six 
months. Iraq is allowed 
to export a fixed 
amount of crude to 
import food, medicine 
ana other supplies for 
its 22 million popula- 
tion. 

Jordan, which remains 
committed to U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq, 
inspects goods at the 
border with Iraq to pre- 
vent the exit of contra- 
band goods. 

But on many occa- 
sions. customs officials 
have turned a blind eye 
to Jordanian-maae 
goods entering Iraq to 
ease the impacr of 


recession plaguing the 
Kingdom, traders said. 

They said demands by 
shippers to end Aqaba 
inspections of Iraqi- 
bound goods could 
mean tighter inspection 
by U.N. monitors on the 
Iraqi side of the border 
with Jordan. 

“It is a very sensitive 
issue," said one trader. 
“It could harm many 
traders and factories 
that have succeeded to 
send goods to Iraq 
despite winning U.N. 
authorisation." 

However. Mr. 

Mheisen rejected such 
charges saying “such 
arguments were pro- 
moted by a handful of 
people who want 
inspections at Aqaba to 
continue." 

The U.N. economic 
ban has deaJr Aqaba a 
fatal blow, cutting tran- 
sit goods to nearly a 
half. 

Goods destined for 
Iraq via Aqaba repre- 
sented five per cent of 
Aqaba's overall ton- 
nage. 

Some 6.9 million 
tonnes of Iraqi imports 
passed through Aqaba 
in 1988 compared to 
47 9.000 tonnes in 1996. 


IHDC office in Amman 
offers to help hotels link with 
international institutions 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The local 
agent of the International 
Hotel Development 
Company (IHDC) said 
Tuesday he was trying 
hard to promote 
Jordanian hotels abroad 
by linking them to a 
chain of international 
institutions. 

The Beirut-based 
IHDC is a major partner 
of Supranational Hotel 
Consortium in England, 
representing 850 hotels 
in over 300 destinations. 

Munther J we in at, man- 
aging director of IHDC 
office in Jordan that was 
set up in 1998, said he 
was helping many local 
three to five-star hotels 
market themselves 
abroad through the inter- 
national chain in an 
effort to boost their 
sales. 

The Amman office 
charges members annual 
fees in addition to ten 
per cent on every room 
booking. 

Mr. Jweinat said his 
bureau also offered a 
wide range of profes- 
sional ana technical ser- 
vices to Jordanian 
hotels, starting with the 
concept of the operation 
and ending up with the 
actual launching of the 
hotel. 

He said be will attend 
all major world tourism 


I -••■vu w ■ • < 

conventions to _ market 
local members. 

“We want to introduce 
local hotels to all global 
distribution systems, 
international tourist 
companies, tour opera- 
tors and airline offices as 
it is the best opportunity 
for existing hotels to sell 
services at the interna- 
tional prices,” Mr. 
Jweinat, 38. said. 

He said the rising num- 
ber of hotels "across 
Jordan since a construc- 
tion boom fuelled by the 
1994 peace treaty with 
Israel had resulted in 
tough competition in a 
limited market that has 
long shown sensitivity to 
local political develop- 
ments. 

“This has affected 
room rates negatively." 
he added. “Competition 
also hindered many 
hotels from maintaining 
their standard in terms of 
offering better services 
to the customers," Mr. 
Jweinat noted. 

“We had to think of an 
inexpensive and a suc- 
cessful way of trying to 
help local hotels spread 
worldwide without 
depending on foreign 
management as it is very 
expensive," he said. 

He claimed that most 
of the locally-managed 
hotels lacked training in 
various specialities, a 
service his firm was 
ready to provide. 


“We also provide local 
hotels with -professional 
people in different spe- 
cialities and we want to 
develop and modernise 
our hotel systems to 
comply with the sendees 
system across the 
world,” the local agent 
of the IHDC said. 

“The political situa- 
tion is discouraging 
tourists to visit the 
Kingdom," Mr. Jweinat 
added. “But the Ministry 
of Tourism is putting 
their utmost efforts to 
develop this sector.'’ 

Political uncertainty 
since hardline Israeli 
Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu 
took over in June 1997 
and Iraq’s of-and-on 
confrontation with the 
United Nations, b as 
scared off many tourists. 

But despite these chal- 
lenges, construction of a 
handfull five-star hotels 
in Jordan have continued 
unabated on the hopes 
that tourism will prosper 
in the near future. 

Many are counting on 
turning Jordan into a 
centre to host interna- 
tional meetings and busi- 
ness conventions. They 
also hope to benefit from 
millions of Christian 
tourists expected to visit 
the Holy Land to cele- 
brate the end of the sec- 
ond millenium. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 


Furnished & Unfurnished 

Formore information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


Amra l onam Hole!. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your odour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20 x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


h FOR 
I RENT 

■ ^ Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNflBEL 

Real Estate 
SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

r«L 5864230 -5865167 
MoWe : 079/37588 





Quality Senriced Sottas 

★One & Two Bedrooms *FuHy 
Equipped Kitchenettes ★Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Hates 

5th Circle 

TcL: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

fr-nal : CRYSTAL 18 go.ecm.jo 



UoUvier Restaurant 

& 


Abdoun 5929564 




FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

At Competitive Prices 


Come to Ac Pioneers- 

AL - FUHA1S FRESH PORK SHOP 
Near the Baccalaunat School 
TcL: 720459 




Pub <5* Restaurant 
Join Us & Judge 
for yourself 


/./ITT MUSIC 
mo\'Dayo' 'nuk’snw 

Open jryr Lunch Daily 
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Sports 


Arsenal or Inter Milan for Baggio 


MILAN (AFP) — Italy’s 
World Cup star Roberto 
Baggio is set to play for 
either Arsenal or Inter 
Milan nexr season. 

Bologna president 

Giuseppe Frascara Gazzoni 
has all but given up hope of 
keeping the most prolific 
goalscorer still playing in 
the Serie A. and admits” that 
the choice is now between 
Highbury and San Siro. 

'The chances of Roby 
leaving us have unfortunate- 
ly risen to 99.9 percent," he 
said. “Arsenal and Inter are 
offering him something that 
we can’t: the European 
Champions League. 

“If s a bit more prestigious 
than the Inrertoto Cup, but 
we haven't given up yet. 
I've given his manager our 
latest offer in writing — a 
35 per cent pay rise and the 


“Baggio School” project for 
when he's stopped playing. 

“We obviously want to 
keep him: Roby can do 
things with his feet that 
other people can’t even do 
with their hands... But 
Arsenal are offering him IS 
billion lira ($6 million) over 
three years. 

“And we can’t afford that 
sort of money." 

Inter Milan president 
Massimo Morarti, who likes 
the idea of Baggio along- 
side Ronaldo, is expected to 
make a lower offer than the 
English champions — 12 
billion lira (£4 milli on) over 
three years. 

But the aces up Moratti's 
sleeve are that Baggio has 
□ever shown any desire to 
leave the Serie A, and that 
Inter are willing to loan 
Bologna one of their many 


young talents, like Nigerian 

Olympic champion 

Nwankwo Kami. 

Gazzoni said: 'The idea 
of taking Kanu isn't new, I 
talked about it with Moratti 
back in January. He could 
be our new star.” 

However, Gazzoni is also 
interested in gifted teenage 
playmaker Andrea Pirlo. 
who Inter are cuirently buy- 
ing from relegated Serie A 
outfit Brescia. 

The move to Inter would 
not be a complete surprise 
to Baggio, who nearly 
ended up there in 1995 
when he left Juventus: sign- 
ing instead for what proved 
to be an unhappy two-year 
stay at neighbours AC 
Milan. 

Moratti said: ‘This time I 
want to talk to Baggio 
myself, just so there's no 


repeat of what happened 
three years ago." 

Baggio joined Bologna 
last summer on a two-year 
contract which could be 
rescinded by either side 
after the first year. The strik- 
er has until July 15 to exer- 
cise that option — although 
Gazzoni is pressing for a 
decision from the 31 -year- 
old before he leaves for the 
World Cup finals on June 5. 

“I know he has until July 
15. but that was in the -old 
contract and since we’re 
now talking about a new 
one, Baggio and his manag- 
er ought to tell me what's 
happening after the friendly 
against Sweden on June 2” 
he said. 


Laudrup 
insists 
he will 


join 

Chelsea 


Boksic likely to miss 
World Cup 


ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) 
— Croatian striker Alen 
Boksic has been advised 
to undergo knee surgery 
and could miss the World 
Cup. 

Croatia's coach 

Miroslav Ciro Blazevic 
told Sportske Novosti 
t Sports News) daily that 
the team’s doctor said the 
surgery is necessary. 

Boksic. who plays for 
Rome's Lazio, is training 
with the Croatian team but 
the knee is causing him 
problems. 

“If he undergoes 
surgery, who knows how 
long the rehabilitation 
will last?” Blazevic said. 


“If he doesn’t go, it is 
doubtful how much he can 
play with a knee in that 
state.” 

The doctors “will do 
everything possible” to 
prepare Boksic for the 
World Cup, but his partic- 
ipation is now question- 
able, Blazevic said. 

The final decision is 
expected this week. 

“If God and luck help 
us. Boksic would definite- 
ly be ready to play in the 
second round and quarter- 
finals,” Blazevic said. 

Blazevic accused Lazio 
of not sending Boksic for 
treatment when the prob- 
lem appeared. He claimed 



Lazio deliberately down- and Jamaica. 

played the injury as it The .good news for 


negotiated Boksic's trans- Blazevic is that Roben 
fer to AC Milan. , . . ■ - , . 

Croatia is in Group H of Jarn1 ' who lnJured „ a tan> 


the World Cup with two- 
time champions Argentina 
and fellow rookies Japan 


string muscle earlier this 
month, is in better form 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Denmark's World Cup 
winger Brian Laudrup 
claims he will join English 
Premiership side Chelsea 
despite Glasgow Rangers 
chairman David Murray's 
attempts to thwart the move. 

Murray is demanding 
compensation for Laudrup 
but the player is convinced 
the move will go ahead as 
planned without a fee. 

“Let me make it clear, my 
contract with Rangers 
expires on Sunday night at 
2400 hours, and the club 
after that time has definitely 
no rights or claims on me,” 
he said Tuesday. 

“This dispute is apparent- 
ly the gratitude for giving 
Rangers four of my best 
footballing years. I must say 
that I feel surprised and 
deeply disappointed — I 
don't think I deserve this.” 

Laudrup says he was 
taken aback by Murray’s 
reaction to his request for a 
move. 

“When I said goodbye 
after the Cup final. I did not 
so much as receive one 
flower as thanks from the 
powers at the club. 

“That treatment has given 
me an ache in the heart 
especially when I think 
about how much me and my , 
family gave to Rangers.” 





Zagallo ’s appetite for 
success undimmed 


The Argentine national soccer team poses before a friendly World Cup warm-up 
against South Africa May 25. Front row (L-R): Claudio Lopez, Diego Simeone, 
Gabriel Batistuta, Ariel Ortega and Sebastian Veron. Back row flL-R): Mafias 
Almeyda, Roberto SensinL Javier Zanetti, Pablo Paz, Roberto Ayala and German 
Burgos (Reuters photo) 


Scotland indebted to Elliott’s grandmother 


PARIS (AFP) — Matt 
Elliott, one of the rising 
stars of the Scotland 
national squad, had a con- 
fession to make when he 
was first named in the 
squad for the friendly 
against France last year. 

The highly-rated 

Leicester star admitted to 
the nation’s press that he 
had only been to Scotland 
once in his life — and that 
was on a school trip as a 
10-year-old. 

The 29-year-old shaven- 
bended central defender 
was born and brought up in 
in London but qualifies for 
Scotland because of his 
grandmother. 

His career began slowly 
starting out at non-league 
Epsom and Ewell before 
he moved to Charlton in 
19SS. 

Disillusioned at not 
securing a first-team place, 
he crawled around the 
lower leagues for the next 
eight years, playing for 
Torquay, Scunthorpe and 


then Oxford before arriv- 
ing in the Premiership with 
Leicester. 

Elliott settled in quickly 
and became a fixture in 
Martin O'NeUl’s side as 
they clinched a place in 
Europe by winning the 
League Cup and he has 
since become a target for 
England's leading clubs. 

Oxford manager Denis 
Smith, who made a huge 
profit when he sold Elliott 
to Leicester £1.7 million 
($2.7 million) after buying 
him from Scunthorpe four 
years ago for £170.000, 
believes Scotland have 
captured a gem. 

Smith said: "I have been 
telling people for the past 
three years that if Elliott 
was Dutch he would be in 
their international team. 

“He is 6ft 4ins and 
weighs in around 14 1/2 
stone, yet he is very com- 
fortable on the ball for 
such a big lad. 

“Matt has always had the 
ability. He likes to play the 


ball out of defence, that’s 
his strength. 

T think he's made a 
good decision in opting for 
Scotland- England still 
have this stereotype of a 
big centre back being only 
good for clearing and 
heading the ball. 

“Matt’s got those quali- 
ties as well and weighs in 
with a few goals every sea- 
son. But his game is not 
based on power in the air.” 

Smith added: “The Scots 
will like what they see. 
Matt won’t be overawed in 
that company. He is very 
level-headed. 

“The only surprise is that 
it has taken him so long to 
get this far. I am sure he 
will take his chance if he is 
given it” 


PARIS (AFP) — The Grand Old Man of the World Cup he 
may be, but the voracious appetite fo^ success is undimin- 
ished and Mario Jorge Lobo Zagallo sees no reason why 
he can’t pick up a fifth World Cup triumph this summer. 

With the exception of Pele, the driving force behind 
three wins, Zagallo, who turns 67 in August, deserves the 
epithet of Brazil's Mr. Football. 

It was his privilege to be coach of the greatest team of all 
rime, w’hen Pele and company ripped apart a highly-tal- 
ented Italy side in the 1970 final in Mexico. 

And four years ago he was involved again as assistant to 
Carlos Alberto Parreira when a 24-year barren spell faded 
away in the heat of Pasadena as Brazil again triumphed, 
albeit far less spectacularly, over the Italians in USA 94. 

But Zagallo was no mean player either, picking up win- 
ners medals alongside a teenage Pele in Sweden in 1958 
and again in Chile in 1962, wreaking havoc on the left 
wing for the “auriverde.” 

With his subsequent coaching exploits he is the only 
man to have featured in four World Cup triumphs. 

Yet. contrary to what one might expect of the man 
entrusted once again with the task of conducting the 
world's great entertainers to the samba beat, Zagallo is no 
dreamy soccer romantic. 

To him, flair and hard work must co-exist in equal mea- 
sure and discipline is bis watchword. 

And woe betide anyone who ignores the code of the man 
born in the northern coastal town of Maceio who made his 
name with America, Flamengo and Botafogo. 

With such talent in the squad, the intriguing question is 
how far natural Brazilian brilliance can gel with Zagallo 's 
innate caution. 

And what price flair for a man who believes that “we 
roust remain compact” and “I'd rather play an ugly game 
and win than pretty football and lose”? 

Such thinking lies behind the decision to limit the attack 
to Ronaldo and one other — probably the wayward ( 
Romario — rather than play a third striker. 

But the philosophy brought 14 straight wins following 
the Toumoi de France win over England and if Zagallo 
keeps infighting to a minimum, it can work in France. 

Zagallo’s love of hard toil has earned him the nickname 
“Formiguinha” — little ant. And when ants all pull togeth- 
er. few burdens, even retaining the title, are too great to 
bear. 
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World Cup countdown 
with Franz Beckenbauer 


lille 



Are you a World Cup expert? Then let me challenge you 


* 

. 


1 1 ) Goals are the most exciting aspect of 
any game of football, that goes without 
saying- But with the passing of time, the 
importance of tactics has increased 
notably. Frequently, not losing is more 
important than winning. 

Not for nothing is 1-0 the most com- 
mon result in all the World Cup match- 
es. In totaL 88 World Cup finals match- 


es have ended with this minimal goal 
difference. But the other extreme also 
exists: virtual torrents of goals which are 
inexplicable and result in, at times, scan- 
dalous victories. 

What was the highest win ever 
scored in the final phase of a World 
Cup? 
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Facts and figures about the participating countries 



GERMANY 


356,9/a m kra Capital- Bnriin 
I PopiflaxHinr8S.53B.MJ 228.4 per S-q 
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31)1,322 54 km Capital: Rome 

Populaoon: 57.268.57ft — I9fl l per sij fcni{l9V4} 

Pi incipAi language- tlaliafi 

Annual GNPpcr capita: US$ 19,5840. (1994) 
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Solve the country contest daily to find the phrase at the 
end of Beckenbauer’s World Cup countdown 


. «Cvi ' : 


12) This kingdom has experi- 7hi 
. enced many foreign rulers. The r?r 
. Roman were followed by the 
Vandals, Arabs, Portuguese, rb * 
, Spanish and French. 

• In World War n many a refugee v * c 
? fleeing the Nazis stopped over C * 1 
here on the way from Europe to 
: America. The country's biggest 
■ city became world famous 
: through a legendary Hollywood 
film of the same name — even if r.if 
the love story in the wartime w'V 
refugee setting was actually shot 
in far-off California. 

In 1975 the still extremely pow- 
erful king ordered the occupation Vi 
of the western part of the world's 4t 
biggest deseit which was still a 
Spanish protectorate. Fourteen •-< V 
years of war with an indigenous 
separatist movement was the 
result. Tourists, by far the coun- 
try’s biggest source of income, a dmir e 
the impressive products of the Arab — 
and what is left of the Roman — cul- 
tures, and also the world famous carpets 
made here. They are named after the 
country's main population group. 
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Please enter the letters of the country 
as instructed in the solution squares as 
follows: 


Solution: 


Second letter of the country in posi 
tion 23. 

Seventh letter in position 56. 


ANSWERS 


CHALLENGE QUIZ 
10) The World Cup was officially inau- 
gurated on July 18th, Uruguay's national 
day, and on that day the home team 
played and beat Peru 1-0. The delay in 
the inauguration was due to the fact that 
work on the Centenario Stadium had not 
been completed. 
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COUNTRY CONTEST 
10) Denmark 


PHOTO CONTEST 
10) This time there are two errors,, one 
in the caption and one in the photo, lie 
goal was scored from a penalty and nQt a 
free kick. The ball went into goal on 
exactly the side that Goycochea was 
leaping towards, but the shot was unstop- 
pablc — even for the goalie wbose ^e- 
ciality was stopping unstoppable 'penal- 
ties. . 
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PHILADELPHIA T 


CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA / 2' 


Bruce Willis & 
Richard Gere ... in 


Jim Cany ... in 


CINEMA TEL:5699Z?8 

PLAZA 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 X CINEMA tclT: 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 2 


The biggest cinema production 


THE RELIC 


ABDOUN 


nNEWA TEL: 5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 



STARTNG APRIL 6ffi. a 


THE JACKAL 


LIAR-LIAR 


TITANIC 


Antonio Banderas ... in 


Shows 1230. 3-JO. 6:15,-S:30, 10J0 


DOWN PERISCOPE Don '‘ Laugh Please I 

We're Jordanian f 




Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 


ISMAIL IA RAYEH GAI 

KAMANANA 
Shows: 3 JO, 6:15. 8J0. 10J0 


TWO MUCH & sail showing * &30 p.m. n S ‘r ng mham YamS ' ^ ! 

Dabbas. Rjmra Kurdi and the gf&Pi f\ 

TITANIC 


at 8 JO p jn. 

For reservations cattr 4640155, 46251 K. I ; 


^h I, . llJ ^l f!* c ^ ^ ^ ,n 
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iller lifts Pacers past Bulls Jordan to take part 



Sir, 


LNDUN’APOLIS (AFP) — One sec- 
ond from grabbing command of their 


C/Cei 


in 


p 


count! 


% 





lcr * -if plavoff series, the Chicago Bulls were 
stunned by Reggie Miller and must 
m l j'rio'V fight to reclaim momemum from 
!i ^ jhe upstart Indiana Pacers. 

Miller’s dramatic three -point basket 
Vi D with seven-tenths of a second remain- 
** '*2 '/’ins lifted the Pacers pasr Chicago 96- 
'04 here Monday, equalising their 
National Basketball Association semi- 
final at two triumphs each. 

stayed focused and in my rhythm, 
looked at the basket and the rest is his- 
:or\,“ Miller said. “All I had to do was 
set my feet square." 

" }CBA Most Valuable Player Michael 
Jordan fired a three-pointer at the 
buzzer that banked off the backboard, 
filled around the rim and fell out, con- 
demning the reigning NBA champions 
to one of their bitterest defeats. 

Jordan complained about officiating, 
i including four critical decisions by 
! referees in the final 21 seconds that set 
j up Miller’s winner, one of those a non- 
call as Miller pushed Jordan to get 
open for his last shot. 

“It's us against the world, including 
the referees and everybody.” Jordan 
said. 'There’s disappointment, anger, 
bur we’re mature enough to evaluate 
the sitaution and move forward.” 
Chicago coach Phil Jackson com- 
pared the loss to the Soviet Union 
beating the United States in the 1972 
Olympic final after officials gave the 
Soviets three chances to play the final 
seconds. 

. "Our players felt like it was Munich 
: in ’72 revisied." Jackson said. "They 
; had a lot of opportunities they should- 
; n't have, so many debatable calls. The 
referees acted like they were afraid. 
There were calls it was hard to stom- 
ach.” 


Emotions and tensions arc on edge in 
the bcst-uf-se\en series as the Bulls, 
seeking their sixth title in eight yeajs. 
host game five Wednesday knowing 
they must return here for a "sixth game 
Friday. 

“Knowing Michael and the competi- 
tive drive he has. on that flight home 
he is cursing and cussing everyone out 
on that plane.” Miller said. “1 know he 
will be ready for Wednesday. This 
makes game fnc huge.” 

Utah awaits the winner in ihe NBA 
Finals. The J azz. who swept the Lo- 
Angeles Lakers in the other semi-final, 
will host the first game of the champi- 
onship series June 3 in Salt LAc Ciiv. 

Miller was slowed by a sore right 
ankle but scored 15 points and was 
healthy enough to dance for joy alter 
his final shot. 

“We designed the play for him." 
Indiana coach Larry Bird said. "We 
didn't think he would be as wide open 
as he was. He was limping around all 
day but he made the shot when he 
counted." 

Miller said he was worried his poor 
play might cost the Pacers, who trailed 
most of the game. 

“1 shouldn't have been out there. 
There's no way I should have played 
42 minutes on that bad ankle." Miller 
said. “I fell 1 was killing them more 
than helping them out. 1 couldn’t plant, 
couldn't push off. I was basically just 
a stand-still shooter out there and 
that’s no good ." 

Miller, with a history of playoff 
heroics, vow s the ankle will not keep 
him from hauling the Bulls dynasty as 
the Pacers seek thetr first NBA Final. 

“We’re in the middle of the biggest 
series of a lot of guys’ lives. I just have 
to get round-the-clock treatment and 
go for it.” he said. "This is the biggest 


tune ol my career I war.: to Ke my hrs! 
and I'm It\ Jhisuaimg." 

The Bull- Wan; NB\ »'3fi.sa!s 10 
consider hunching Miller fur h;s role 
u: a -.t utile near (.‘h:,. jim's bench in 
the final seconds. Jordan -aid Miller 

hit Chicago's Ron Hurpr: ;n the chc*:. 

“I think everyone saw Rogeir 
become the aggressor in the melee, bin 
no one got penalised.’' jordat: *.a: J. 

Miller denied hitting Harper, whe* 
had bumped him hard at the end of 
game three Saturday . 

“I didn't throw a pane::.” Miller said. 
‘Tm nut dumb cnoech :>» throw a 
punch in a playoff game • was trying 
to get awav from the ruckus. ? was 
pushed off balance into the bench. 1 
was trying to get out of there. " 

Indian.; made an 11-2 ran ir. the 

fourth quarter, grabbing then t.rst iead 

since the first quarter at s.v>7 on 
Derrick McKey's three- pointer with 
4:16 remaining and setting the stage 
for the finishing ffurrv. 

Jordan scored a eat tie-hiuh poire* 

despite being cut over r.:- right eye 
seven minutes into the game by 
Indiana's Rik Stntts when the Dutch 
center blocked his shut. 

Stmts led Indiana with 2b points, 
taking advantage of foai trcaple by his 
Chicago c.-ur.terpan. Australian Luc 
LongJey The Bulls center had ;f> 
points and two rebounds, f.vj'mg out 
w iih 4:45 to go. 

Toni Kuk«.*c scored IS points. Ron 
Harper added !.- .aid S*c:t:e Pipper, 
had 12 points and SO re Bounds for 
Chicago. Long's) added 10 points 
Dennis Rodman had four points and 
In rebounds. 

The Pacers, wh*> matched a club 
recurJ w ith i ; tliree- point baskets, 
rema/neu the only team unbeaten at 
home in the playoffs. 


in Moscow Youth Games 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordar. 
Olympic Committee iJOC 
ha*, given the go-ahead v 
s:\ federaticnj to lake part 
m :he inaugural Vcuir. 
Games in Moscow th:-. 
summer. 

The Jordanian delegation 
to the Jui\ 11-19 event w i!! 
eomprise 9 ortic.uU ar.d 
coaches and 25 athletes ir. 
gymnastics, table tennis. 

judo, tennis, wrestling ^r.d 
fencing. 

According to JOC '-:ca- 
Presidcn! Mouaffaq A I 
Fawwuz, the games .or 
•:r>er. for juniors between 
:ne ages of 14-1? or.ly and 
are intended to give n*:r.g 
athleies much-nee-ded 

international exposure. 

“While the federations 
hav e named the athlete;, 
not ail ot the participating 

play ers are champions w ith 
past re sails. However. fak- 
ir:.: p-atr in such an event 
will bring out the be*: :r. 
y oung. promising stars " he 
told the Jordar. Times 
Hashem Dabbas. \ :ce- 
prcsidem of the Jordan 
Gyninasucs Federation 
will head the delegation 
which incudes the toUcx- 

j no; 


Gymnastics: 

Athletes 


caches: 


Wrestling 

Athletes: 


Coach: 

Fencing 

Athletes.. 


Couches: 

Tennis 

Athletes' 

Judo 

Ath-etis: 

Coach: 

Table Tennis 

Athiet£>' 


Coach: 

Official: 


Ghida Qu'dar*. 

Nancy Sami.ur 
Yasr/jn Kheir 
Shalhu Turk 
WaSid Abu S:ne:*J 
Jad Maaahra 
Tarcq Abu AvyaJ 
N!ohanur: M d Abu Saieh 
Asitiad Abbhdi 
Camcba MendrescI 

Official and head «'•? deiecatiu.T Hu*nc..‘ lr.rJhs 


.Ahmad Su'avman 
Murad Ah j Hatab 
Mohammad Hcdrd 
Saleh Yutisif 

Jaser Khader 
Mohammad Rabaha 
Saiim Aba Sheikha 
Haitham Qutiak 
Khaled Ativ at 
Ali Abu Zame'h 

Yazsed Nuseira! 
.Ahmad Haiiid 

Abdullah Rita': 
YccssfOluvan 
to be named late: 

Shavvq: Diya’ 

Raea Mont an i 
Ahmad Aw wad 
Bum' Aba Ghannii 
Ay man Kurd: 
Osama Far 


French Open 

Kuerten and Seles stage impressive returns 



"f 


-..-n 4*' 


- .o the I'lfUfliT? 

niisitt** 2 * 

t < ••• r 


iaF 


PARIS (AFP) — 
Defending men’s singles 
champion Gustavo Kuerten 
and former three-times 
womans i: title-holder 

Moni^Seles Issued omi- .i 
nous warnings to would-be 
opponents at the French 
Open on Tuesday when 
they raced to impressive 
straight-sets wins. 

The 21 -year-old Kuerten, 
who won over the French 
fans with his happy-go- 
lucky tennis and infectious 
grin, was back wearing his 
■football-style’ kit and" yel- 
low tennis shoes chalked up 
a ruthless 6-0. 6-2, 6-2 vic- 
tory over French wildcard 
entry Charles Auffray. 

Seles, playing for the first 
time since the death of her 
father earlier this month, 
left only a few crumbs of 
comfort for 20-year-old 
Australian Annabel 

Ellwood and she chalked 
up a 6-0. 6-2 win in just 5 1 
minutes. 

The sixth-seeded 24-year- 
old American, champion 
here in 1990, 1991 and 
1992 and a serai-finalist 
last year, will now play 
either another Australian 
Keny-Anne Guse or 
Marion Maruska of Austria 
for a place in the third- 
ronnd. 

“Tm just going to take it 
oik match at a time.’’ said 
Seles after her win. 
“Obvinously this has been a 
tough time with a lot of dis- 
tractions for me. But I’m 



4-6. 6-0. 4-6, 10-S on 
Monday. 

The nightmare season of 
twice-champion Sergi 
Bmauera continued when 
he suffered a shock first- 
round exit after crashing 6- 
2. 6-2, 6-3 to Heman Gumv 
of Argentina. 

“My ambitions and 
moiiovaiion are gone." said 
the 27-year-old Spaniard 
who won here in 1993 and 
1994 and who was a finalist 
last year. 

"I have been feeling so 
low I nave even been, think- 
ing of giving up altogether." 

Bruguera has slumped :o 
23rd in the rankings after 
winning only three matches 
in his last five tournaments. 

Gumv. the world’s 50: 
ranked player, now plays 
either big- serving Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland or 


Arantxa Sanchez- Ylcario of Spain returns a backhand during her match against Jana 
Kandarr of Germany in their first round match at the French Open at Roland Garros 
stadium. Sanchez-Vicario won the match 6-2 7-5 (Reuters photo) 


glad I’m playing here. It 
was tough being at ihe 
house after my dad died 
because of all the memories 
and so on.” 

Kuerten, who now faces 
either rwice-finalisi Andre 
Agassi or Russian Marat 
Safin, left his opponent 
looking shell-shocked. 

The "bearded 25-vear-old 
Auffray, a modest 195 in 
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Monica Seles of the USA in action during her match 
gainst Annabel Ellwood of Australia in the French i ten- 
open at Roland Garros stadium. May 26. beies 
Seated Ellwood 6-0 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


the world rankings, found 
himself trailing 0-6. 0-2 
before he won his first 
game. 

* "I didn’t play very well 
out there — but it was a 
great experience." he said, 
adding: “I was very' ner- 
vous "to be playing the 
champion and to be on the 
centre-court. There's so 
much room out there. It's 
unlike any other court I've 
ever played on. 

“All 1 can say is that he is 
very fasL has excellent 
anticipation and hits very 
good and angled sen es. He 
plays really well.'' 

Referring to his possible 
second -round showdown 
with Agassi. Kuerten said: 
“It’s always interesting to 
play him. There will be a 
lot of people watching a 
much like that. Bui whoev- 
er I play it will be tough. 1 
have to play good tennis, 
have fun and play my 
all the time.” 

Asked what had changed 
since his title win twelve 
months ago, the Brazilian, 
clearly realxed. grinned: 
“Well — mv hair is shori- 
er...my ranking better. 

And when asked if he had 
spoken to his compatriot 
Ronaldo, the Tooiball- 
mad' Kuerten replied: "Not 
really. Right now I don t 
need* any tips about football 
— just tennis." 

Australian World No. _4 
Pat Rafter completed his 
•Houdini-style great escape 
act’ when he completed a 6- 


(5-7.1. 5-6. 6-1. 6-3. 6-2 
victory over Canadian 
Sebastien Lareau. 

Rafter had trailed his 
lCtath-ranked opponent by 
two sets to love the previ- 
ous evening before fighting 
back to two sets all. 

The 25-yeur-old from 
Queensland! a semi-finalist 
here twelve months ago. 
now plays compatriot Jason 
Sroltenberg who put out 
Spaniard Galo Blanco 6-2. 


Gianluca Pozzi ofluly. 



Fourth-seed Arantxa 

Sanchez Vurario, bidding 

j 


for a hat-trick of singles 


. 

titles, beat Jana Kandarr of 

Germany 6-2. 7-5 in 9i 



minutes. 


*/- 

The 26-v-ar-old from 





Barcelona, who won the 
trophy in 19S9 and 1994. 
swept confidently through 
the first set in just half an 
hour, but Kandarr made her 
work much harder in the 
second. 

Sanchez \lcario now 
plays Romania's Catalina 
Cristes who beat powerful 
South African Mariaan de 
Swardt 6-!, 6-2. 


\ 


An Excellent Family Apartment For Rent 


Large 1 st floor of only 2 floor family bldg. Newly 
rumished. Nicely decorated. Fully equipped including 
the latest modem satellite receiver. Located on ft 147 
Zahran Sl 5 th circle. Multi car park available 


If interested please call: b93 25 09 


Defending champion Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil play s a forehand to Charles AufTray 
of France in their first round match at the French Open in Roland Garro*. stadium. 
Kuerten won the match 6-0 6-2 6-3 (Reuters photo i 
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PLUMME R SCHOOL REGISTRA TION 

For students who 
will be joining ISC 
for the academic year 1998 1 1999 

SUMMER SCHOOL stare on 1 1/7/1998 


. J* 

SABIS' 


Tel. 06*591810(2 (5 Lines) -Fax 06-591 fin 
Email ; iaci»wmanC*iiX«-n*t 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

FAX: 

5696183 


New Modern Furnished Roof with a 
Panoramic View 

Suitable for a couple or a single person 

Located in Shmeisani, behind Orchid Hotel. 

Area: 120 sq.m. Consists of one masier bedroom. 2 
bathrooms, equipped kitchen, big hall and spacious 
terraces overlooking Amman. 

Interested tenants call owner at 
5602883 or 079-24204 


FOR U.N. DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS & FOREIGN COMPANIES 
DELUXE FURNISHED PENTHOUSE FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

330 SQ.M. PLUS 140 SQ.M. TERRACES 




3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, SITTING ROOM WITH 
FIREPLACE, DINING ROOM, BIG SALON, MAID'S ROOM WITH 
BATH, FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN, UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

ALL FLOORS ITALIAN MARBLE, TELEPHONE AND FAX 
AVAILABLE 


PARKING AVAILABLE, STORAGE ROOM, BUILDING WITH CONCIERGE. 

CALL OWNER AT TEL: 5930222 DAILY BETWEEN 3:00 P.M.-6:00 P.M. 
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King lays cornerstones of Le Royale, Amman Municipality building and mosque 


Ochi donates half 
million dinars 
to charity 


B y Issam Qdaroani 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein, accompanied by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. on 
Tuesday attended the comer 
stone laying ceremony of the Le 
Royal Hotel Complex and 
Tower and unveiled the plaque. 

Upon arrival at the complex 
site. King Hussein and Queen 
Noor were received by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali. 
Royal Court Chief Fayez 
Tarawneh. director of the State 
Security Council Prince Talal 
Ben Mohammad. Prince Zeid 
Ben Shaker, the King's advisor 
Salah Abu Zeid and Chairman 
of the Board of Jordan 
Mediterranean Investment 
Company Nazmi Ochi. 


Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor, who were 
accompanied by His Royal 
Highness Prince Hamza, looked 
at the designs which represent 
the implementation stages and 
the project's various facilities, 

Mr. Ochi thanked King 
Hussein for his encouragement 
and support far the project, say- 
ing that the King's encouraging 
and honourable position has 
turned Jordan into a model tor 
the region. He noted that the vol- 
ume of his investments in Jordan 
will be S250 million after the 
completion of this project. Mu 
Ochi stressed that Jordan will 
get the lion's share of toe invest- 
ments of the Jordan 
Mediterranean Company, not- 
ing that die largest share of toe 
company's investments is now- 
in Egypt and Tunisia. 

Mr. Ochi announced toe for- 
mation of a charity fond super- 
vised by his company 3nd con- 
tributed JD500.000 to this fond, 
which will support humanitarian 


and charitable institutions. He 
called on toe King to name the 
fond and accept to sponsor il 

The 1 4,450-square-metre Le 
Royal Hotel Complex and 
Tower, located in the Third 
Circle area, is being built by the 
GMH group and Jordan General 
Mediterranean at a total cost of 
$130 milliofL 

The project includes a five-star 
hotel with 300 rooms, a large 
shopping mall, banqueting and 
conference halls with a capacity 
w seat 3,000 people, three 
indoor and outdoor swimming 
pools, three cinema houses, a 
library and parking facilities for 
620 cats, in addition to a recre- 
ational centre, a child centre, and 
a fitness centre. 

Once accomplished, toe pro- 
ject win provide job opportuni- 
ties for 1 .800 Jordanians. 

The hotel is one of ten luxury 
hotels springing up across 
Amman and elsewhere in toe 


country. 

Also on Tuesday, toe King and 


Queen opened a building for the 
Amman Municipality staff in 
Ras A1 ‘Ain, a ceremony attend- 
ed by HRH Prince Harazeh, Dr. 
Majali and other dignitaries. 

The King and Queen listened 
to a briefing by Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi on the project 
which consists of four Hoots and 
costs ID 6 million. 

The King later laid toe corner- 
stone fora mosque to accommo- 
date 2,000 worshippers and 
unveiled a commemorative 
plaque. King Hussein also 
unveiled another commemora- 
tive plaque for the Ras A1 ‘Ain 
Cultural Centre and laid a foun- 
dation stone at toe six-dunum 
she. 

In remarks at toe site. King 
Hussein said that these are new 
beginnings for Amman adding 
“what we haw witnessed 
reflects our keenness to make 
Amman ore of (he most beauti- 
ful dues in the world.' 7 



Amman Mayor Mam do oh Abbadi shows Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor, accompanied by Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, the new Amman 
Municipality facilities on Tuesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Wrapping up visit to Israel 


Gingrich unreservedly backs 


occupation of east Jerusalem 


Agencies Arafat still undecided on today’s meeting 


U.S. HOUSE Speaker Newt 
Gingrich wrapped up a chaotic 
four-day visit to Israel Tuesday 
by giving unreserved backing to 
Israel's claim of sovereignty 
over occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

“We in Congress... stand with 
you today in recognising 
Jerusalem as the united and 
—■cremal- capital of Israel." Mr.' 
- Gingrich declared in an address 
to a special session of the Israeli 
parliament held in his honour 

The statement by Mr. 

Gingrich, a conservative 
Republican and staunch sup- 
porter of the nationalist right in 
Israel, contradicted official U.S. 
policy, which is not to recognise 
Israeli sovereignty over Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

Israel occupied toe eastern 
sector in 1967. In 19S0 the 
Knesset adopted a law formalis- 
ing the illegal annexation and 
declaring ail of “reunified" 
Jerusalem as Israel's eternal 
capital. 

The international community, 
including Washington, has 
never recognised the annexation 
of Arab east Jerusalem. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Gingrich on 
Tuesday pulled out of a sympo- 
sium on missile defences that 
was to be chaired by aU.S. pro- 
fessor who once accused former 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
of running a police state. 

The professor, Robert J. 
Loewenberg. said his remarks 
were taken out of context and 
accused Israel politicians of cre- 
ating controversy to embarrass 
Mr. Gingrich, an avid supporter 
-of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The last-minute cancellation 
was the latest controversy in Mr. 
Gingrich's visit to Israel as head 
of a congressional delegation. 

The speaker has tried to avoid 
trouble, but has not always been 
successful. He engaged in a 
sharp exchange with the chief 
Palestinian negotiator. Saeb 
Ere kal. following Mr. 
Gingrich's support for Israeli 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat was still undecided Tuesday on whether to 
meet U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, a senior 
Pales tinian official told reporters here. 

“President Arafat is to decide this evening 
whether he will meet Mr. Gingrich" as planned in 
toe West Bank town of Ramallab on Wednesday, 
said toe Palestinian minister for international 
cooperation, NabiLShaato. 

“It's an issue President Arafat must resolve in 
die light of many considerations, including 
Gingrich's change of heart on laying the founda- 
tion stone for a new U.S. embassy in Jerusalem. 

“If he had laid this stone, there would have been 
a refusal to meet him" Ml Shaath said on his 
arrival here with Mr. Arafat for an Arab League 
seminar on Palestine. 

The Palestinian official said that any meeting 
with Ml Gingrich would be “difficult" and “not a 
meeting of friends.” 

“There will be a confrontation with a man who 
presides over the U.SJ Congress as'tf he were a 
sidekick of [Israeli Prime-’ Minister' Benyamin] 


Netanyahu defying all die agreements signed 
under U.S. sponsorship.” 

Mr. Gingrich provoked a similar outburst 
Monday from top Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erekat who accused him of being ‘ignorant” and 
of undermining peace with his support for hard- 
line Israeli policies. 

The Israeli press had reported that Mr. Gingrich, 
who has been in Israel since Saturday for the 
country’s 50th anniversary, had requested that Me 
Erekat not be allowed to attend his meeting with 
Ml Arafat. 

Mr. Gingrich, a conservative Republican, has 
been an outspoken backer of Mr. Netanyahu and 
has vehemently prerested pressure by U.S. 
President Bill CUnton on Isael to accept U.S. pro- 
posals to break the deadlock in the peace process. 

Mr. Arafat was due to meet King Hassan II of 
Morocco in Cairo Tuesday evening after his 
arrival on an official visit id Egypt, Arab League 
officials said. 

• The king heads the Jerusalem committee of toe 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference. 


sovereignty over all of disputed 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Erekat has said Mr. 
Gingrich was “absolutely igno- 
rant" about the complexities of 
the Middle East 

Mr. Gingrich refused to 
answer reporters' questions 
Tuesday about the symposium, 
which was to h3ve taken place 
in toe afternoon at Israel's par- 
liament, with Mr. Gingrich as a 
key speaker: 

On Monday, there were first 
signs of misgivings about Ml 
Loewenberg. the chairman of 
the symposium and founder of 
toe Institute for Advanced 
Strategic and Political Studies 
which has offices in Jerusalem 
and Washington. 

Two conference participants. 
Deputy Defence Minister 
Silvan Shalom and Labour 
Party legislator Binyarain Ben- 
Efiezer, informed the Knesset 
on Monday evening that they 
would not participate in the 
symposium, said Knesset 

spokesman Giora Prndes. 

On Tuesday morning, U.S. 
officials called to say that Ml 
Gingrich would also stay away. 
Ml Pordes said. 


Following contacts between 
Knesset Speaker Dan Tichon. 
the U.S. embassy and toe Israeli 
Foreign Ministry, it was decided 
to cancel the symposium, Mr. 
Pordes said. The event was 
called off because the Knesset 
wanted to avoid embarrassing 


In meetings with 
U.S. legislators 
Rajoub voices 
concern over 
Hamas offices 
in Arab states 


scenes, such as Labour legisla- 
tors heckling toe speakers. Ml 
P ordes said. 

Mr. Loewenbeig said 
Tuesday that his accusers 
“wanted to humiliate Newt 
Gingrich," adding that the 
charges are “completely gross.” 
However, in a 49-page essay 
written in 1991. Mr. 
Loewenberg wrote that Rabin 
“effectively transformed Israel 


into a police state" in Hying to 
crush opposition to his land-for- 
peace agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

In toe paper. Ml Loewenberg 
also drew parallels between for- 
mer Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, the architect of the Oslo 
peace accords, and a leader of 
toe Jewish community in 
Hungary during World War II 
who had been accused of col- 
laborating with the Naas. 

In another development, toe 
Palestinian security chief. Col. 
Jibril Rajoub. told visiting U.S. 
legislators that be was con- 
cerned about efforts by the 
Islamic militant group, Hamas, 
to set up offices in Arab coun- 
tries. 

In toe meeting with U.S. Sen. 
Jade Reed, a Democrat from 
Rhode Island, and other legisla- 
tors, Mr. Rajoub said he consid- 
ered Hamas' campaign a direct 
challenge to the Palestinian 
(National) Authority. 

The spiritual leader of Hamas, 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, has been 
touring the Arab World in recent 
weeks to rase money for his 
group and has been received by 
several Arab leaders. 



SHELTERED FROM THE BATONS: Faisal Husseini, (2nd left), the top PNA leader in Jerusalem, is protected by a 
bodyguard as Israeli police beat Palestinians during a melee that broke out in a new Jewish settler enclave inside 
the Old City walls Tuesday (See story on page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Europe- wide sweep nets top 
Islamists before World Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — A vast Europe- 
wide anti-tenor swoop ahead of 
the World Cup netted top 
Algerian Islamist suspects 
Tuesday believed to have been 
setting up a new fundamentalist 
terror network targetting France. 

TWo weeks before toe June 10 
launch of the showcase soccer 
tournament, hundreds of police 
acting in coordination in five 
countries — Belgium, France, 
Germany. Italy and Switzerland 
— brought in around 80 sus- 
pects along with large amounts 
of money and documents. 

The raids, finalised by cabinet . 
ministers at a Naples summit 
last month, followed “several 
months of surveillance._sug- 
gesting the preparation of terror- 
ist attacks ahead of the World 
Cup.” the French interior min- 
istry said in a statement. 

In dawn swoops in Paris, 
Lyon. Marseille and as far as the 
Mediterranean island of 
Corsica, hooded French police 
detained 53 Islamic suspects. 

Among those 'brought -in for 
questioning was -an' unnamed 
Algerian believed to have plant- 
ed a bomb in Paris last month 
that failed to explode, and two 
Algerians arrested in Germany 
suspected of being aides to one 
of Algeria’s top Islamist leaders. 

Bench anti-terrorist judge 
Jean-Louis Biuguiere was to fly 
to Germany later Tuesday fol- 
lowing toe arrest of toe pair. 
Adel Mechat and Omar Said. 
France wants than extradited. 

The two were said to be close 
to Hass30 Hanab, toe head of 
Algeria’s Aimed Islamic Group 
(GLA) active in the mountainous 
region east of Algiers. 

The GIA, toe toughest of the 


groups fighting to overthrow the 
Algerian government, sees 
France, the former colonial 
power, as a prime enemy. France 
believes toe GIA was behind a 
string of bombings in Paris in 
1995 and 1996 that left 13 peo- 
ple dead and mote than 200 
injured 

The surprise raids, the result of 
months of investigative wrxk by 
anti-terror squads across 
Europe, were aimed at disman- 
tling GIA networks in Europe 
ahead of toe World Cup, sched- 
uled June 10 to July 12 and 
involving teams from 32 coun- 
tries. 

France plans an 1,800-strong 
security force for the Wodd 
Cup. 

Similar operations took place 
simultaneously in Belgium. 
Germany, Italy and Switzerland 
to try to uncover links among the 
Islamic networks in these coun- 
tries, officials said 

The widescale operation in 
Paris and other parts of Fiance 
Staitedhr 6^)0 aCntThfekday:^ 

■ Pohce 1 were acting on 4 orders 
from Paris’s four top anti-terror- 
ist judges, Bruguiere. Laurence 
Le Vfert, Gilbert Thiel and Jean- 
Francois Ricani in relation “to 
an investigation already under- 
way,” officials said 

They said the swoop aimed to 
pick up anyone likely to provide 
logistical support or be involved 
in propaganda work for toe 
Islamic cause and notably the 
GIA, which is seeking to over- 
throw the regime of Resident 
I j amine Zeroual and has been 
accused of the tens of thousands 
of dvflian casualties in Algeria. 

In Rome, where police arrest- 
ed nine Algerian suspects in 


northern Italy, Deputy 
Prosecutor Stefano Dambmoso 
said the Islamic network target- 
ed bv the Europe- wide opera- 
tion was primarily based in 
Germany. 

“As the World Cup drew near- 
er we observed during phone 
calls between the different 
groups that there was increasing 
talk of arms and forged identity 
papers and passports," 
Dambmoso, who was in charge 
of toe Italian raids, said in Milan. 

“Most of toe communications 
intercepted concerned 

Germany” he said. “The opera- 
tion was linked to the' Wodd 
Cup.” 

In Italy, police targeted an 
armed Algerian network called 
Takfir Wall Hijra, allegedly spe- 
cialised in fo rging papers and 
supplying east European arms to 
Algeria. AH told the Europe- 
wide operation involved 120 
arrest warrants. 

fri the western Goman dty of 
Cologne, judicial sources said 
polite hM 'Searched sevenaparf- 
ments of Algerianssuspected of 
terrorist links in and around 
Bom and Cologne. Apart from 
Mechat and Said, no arrests 
were made but pobce seized 
computers and videos. 

The Algerians were suspected 
of backing Islamists in their 
country by supplying explosives 
or other logistical aid, spokes- 
woman Eva Schuebek said. 

The Belgian prosecutor's 
office said police had detained 
10 people. 

In Switzerland, the 
spokesman for the public prose- 
cutor's office Juerg Blaser con- 
finned a number of detentions 
but provided no further details. . 


Israelis prepare draft law to make 
Wailing Wall exclusively Israeli 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Right- 
wing deputies have prepared 
legislation to declare the 
Western Wall in occupied east 
Jerusalem exclusive Israeli 
property, the Haaretz newspa- 
per reported Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu opposes the move at 
this time, fearing it will spark 
potentially violent Palestinian 
protests, toe newspaper said. 

Deputies from Mr. 
Netanyahu’s coalition decided 
to push toe bill after an Israeli 
researcher published a study 
last year saying that toe Western 
Wail the holiest site in Judaism, 
belonged to Islamic authorities 
in Jerusalem due to a loophole 
in Israeli legislation. 

The researcher, Shrauel 


Berkowitz, said toe law by 
which Israel annexed of east 
Jerusalem after it occupied toe 
sector in 1967 did not explicitly 
expropriate the wall, the sole 
remnant of toe Jewish Temple 
destroyed by the Romans in 70 
AD. 

The legislation speaks only of 
the Jewish quarter of east 
Jerusalem’s Old City and toe 
MugrabL Arab neighbourhood 
adjacent to the wall and which 
was razed by Israel to open a 
vast esplanade in front of the 
site. No mention is made of toe 
wall itself. 

As a result under Israeli leg- 
islation the wall foils under the 
authority of the Waqt the 
organisation ‘ which manages 
Islamic holy sites in t! rc city. 


including the A1 Aqsa Mosque 
compound. 

To correct toe oversight two 
deputies from the fer-right 
National Religious Party and 
another from Mr. Netanyahu's 
own Likud bloc drew up legis- 
lation putting management and 
upkeep of toe wall under the 
exclusive control of Israel. 

The wall today forms toe 
western foundation of foe raised 
AI Aqsa compound, the third 
holiest site in Islam after Mecca 

and Medina. 

Muslims also consider the 
Western Wall a holy site in toe 
belief that the Prophet 

Mohammad tethered his 
winged sallion Buraq to , toe 
wall before ascending to heav- 
en. . * ' 


In Lebanese municipality poll: 


Hizbollah defeats official list 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese 
Hizbollah movement defeat- 
ed a powerful alliance 
between a rival moderate 
group and the government in 
what Interior Minister 
Michel Murr described as a 
sign of the “democracy” of 
the country’s first municipal 
polls in 35 years. 

At a press conference late 
Monday Mr. Murr con- 
firmed preliminary results 
from Sunday’s vote showing 
that the Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah. which spearheads 
war to force Israel out of 
south Lebanon, had swept to 


victory in mainly-Shiite 
southern suburbs of the cap- 
ital. 

Beirut dailies Monday 
were already hailing what 
they described as the “land- 
mark” defeat for the rival list 
in the shantytowns of 
Gbobeiri and Buij Ai 
Barajneh backed by billion- 
aire Sunni Muslim Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri and 
the rival Shiite moderate 
movement Amal. 

Hizboliah's victory over 
the rival movement of House 
Speaker Nabih Bern marked 
a decisive stage in their 


struggle for leadership of 
Lebanon's Shiite communi- 
ty, said the opposition AI 
Diyar and Nidaa AI Watan 
dailies. 

Sunday evening, convoys 
of Hizbollah supporters 
were already sounding their 
horns around the capital to 
celebrate the movement’s 
victory. 

There had been several 
armed clashes over the pre- 
vious fortnight between the 
rival movements — the only 
Lebanese groups to retain 
then weapons after the end 
of toe 1975-1990 civil wan 



Chirac arrives ^ * 

il^jrci visit id 


on 


; ..r^i r .ws 


It’s never too 
late, but 15? 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A 76-~ 
year-old Iranian man eloped 
with a teenage giri after Us 
children opposed - their mar- 
riage, a newspaper reported 
Tuesday. The man from toe 
northern town of Sari pro- 
posed to foe girl, aged 15, and 
she and her family agreed, 
Kayhao daily said. But his 
children opposed toe idea, 
prompting foe elderly man to 
run away with his bride to the 
village of his birth, where 
they planned to start a new 
life. According to toe paper, 
toe elderly beau lavished 
exorbitant sums of cash cm 
toe girl and gifted her with a- 
laige piece of land and 25 
sheep. 


Seized pom 
magazines in 
Philippines to be 
turned into Bibles 


MANILA (AFP) — A ship- 
ment of pornographic maga- 
zines confiscated at a 
Philippines airport will be 
recycled into Bibles “to 
spread God’s teachings,” a 
newspaper reported Tuesday. 
About 3.000 magazines were 
shredded and timed over to 
toe Philippine Bible Society 
to be turned into Bibles mid 
other religious publications, 
toe Manila Standard newspa- 
per quoted Customs 
Commissioner Ginllernx) 
Parayno as saying. “Instead of 
being a source of immorality, 
foese can now - be used to 
spread God’s teachings.” 
Parayno said. 


Four skyjackers 
rob Brazilian bank 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Four men robbed Banco De 
Brazil of $1.7 million by 
hijacking a plane transporting 
the money, t O ^Globp 
Television smd'Tlie'aaaclceis 
forced toe pilot of die smafi^ 
plane to land at Ron don de 
Para in toe northern stale of 
Para, where they fled the air- 
port by can There were six 
other passengers who had 
boarded the flight in neigh- 
bouring Maranhao state. It 
had been beaded for the city 
of Maraba in Para. 


Cockroach 
prank not funny 


OTTAWA HILLS (AF) — 
Schools Superintendent 
William Refiner says he’s 
willing to laugh at a good 
end-of-year prank. Greased 
walls? Locks filled with glue? 
No problem. Hundreds of 
Madagascar hissing cock- 
roaches? Not funny at all 
Classes at Ottawa Mils High 
School were cancelled Friday 
after custodians found hun- 
dreds of toe giant insects, 
many about two indies long 
and an inch wide, creeping 
along the hallways. 
“Sometimes, they’ve really 
been creative and good kinds 
of pranks, but they haven’t 
been destructive and made us 
close down,” Refiner said. 
“We will absolutely prosecute 
to the fullest” 


Witchdoctor in snake 

scam shot 

in South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG <R) — A 
Malawian man claiming to be 
a witchdoctor was shot in toe 
foot after threatening a South 
African garage owner with a 
briefcase of highly venomous 
snakes, police said. Pohce 
said in a statement toe busi- 
nessman had received anony- 
mous threats that snakes 
would be sent to him by mril 
to kfil him. The Malawian 
and an accomplice arrived at 
foe man’s car repair shop in 
Bethlehem in South Africa's 
free state province to have 
their vehicle repaired and 
offered to rid him of any 
snakes for 10,000 raid. Ah 

agreement was reached but a 
day later, they rctumedandan 
argument ensued- As 
shouting march intensified 

toe witchdoctor optoed a 

briefcase with two snakes 
inside and threatened to throw 
them at the unnam ed 55-yea 1 ' 
old businessman.' Thc/boSF^ 
nessman shot him irctoc.fogk 
and .called the police. , 
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